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d. In §641.7, revisions of paragraphs
(9), (r), and (bb), published November
29, 1995 (60 FR 61207) and the
superseding revisions published
December 15, 1995 (60 FR 64354); and
addition of paragraphs (ff) through (kk),
published November 29, 1995 (60 FR
61207). [Note: The first revision to
641.7(bb) published on November 29,
1995 became effective January 1, 1996,
and remains in effect.]

e. In 8641.10, addition of
introductory text and paragraphs (a) and
(b), published November 29, 1995 (60
FR 61207)

f. In §641.24, redesignation of
paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) as
paragraphs (a)(3) and (a)(4),
respectively, revision of the reference in
newly redesignated paragraph (a)(4),
and addition of paragraph (a)(2),
published on November 29, 1995 (60 FR
61209).

3.In §641.7, paragraph (qq) is
removed and paragraphs (nn) through
(pp) are revised to read as follows.
Paragraphs (nn) through (pp) are
effective through May 29, 1996.

8§641.7 Prohibitions.

* * * * *

(nn) Exceed the vessel trip or landing
limits for red snapper, as specified in
§641.31(a) and (b).

(oo0) Transfer a red snapper at sea, as
specified in §641.31(c).

(pp) Purchase, barter, trade, or sell, or
attempt to purchase, barter, trade, or
sell, a red snapper possessed or landed
in excess of a trip or landing limit, as
specified in §641.31(d).

§641.34 [Removed]

4. Section 641.34 is removed.

4a. Sections 641.31 through 641.33
are revised to read as follows. Sections
641.31 through 641.33 are effective
through May 29, 1996.

§641.31 Red snapper trip limits.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, a vessel that has on
board a valid commercial reef fish
permit may not possess on any trip or
land in any day red snapper in excess
of 200 Ib (91 kg), whole or eviscerated.

(b) A vessel that has on board a valid
commercial reef fish permit and a valid
red snapper endorsement may not
possess on any trip or land in any day
red snapper in excess of 2,000 Ib (907
kg), whole or eviscerated.

(c) A red snapper may not be
transferred at sea from one vessel to
another.

(d) No person may purchase, barter,
trade, or sell, or attempt to purchase,
barter, trade, or sell, a red snapper
possessed or landed in excess of the trip

or landing limits specified in paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section.

§641.32 Red snapper endorsement.

(a) As a prerequisite for exemption
from the trip limit for red snapper
specified in §641.31(a), a vessel for
which a commercial reef fish permit has
been issued under § 641.4 must have a
red snapper endorsement on such
permit and such permit and
endorsement must be aboard the vessel.

(b) A red snapper endorsement is
invalid upon sale of the vessel;
however, an owner of a vessel with a
commercial reef fish permit may
transfer the red snapper endorsement to
another vessel with a commercial reef
fish permit owned by the same entity by
returning the existing endorsement with
an application for an endorsement for
the replacement vessel.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section notwithstanding, special
provisions apply in the event of the
disability or death of the owner of a
vessel with a red snapper endorsement
or the disability or death of an operator
whose presence aboard the vessel is a
condition for the validity of a red
snapper endorsement.

(1) In the event that a vessel with a
red snapper endorsement has a change
of ownership that is directly related to
the disability or death of the owner, the
Regional Director may issue a red
snapper endorsement, temporarily or
permanently, with the commercial reef
fish permit that is issued for the vessel
under the new owner. Such new owner
will be the person specified by the
owner or his/her legal guardian, in the
case of a disabled owner, or by the will
or executor/administrator of the estate,
in the case of a deceased owner.
(Change of ownership of a vessel with
a commercial reef fish permit upon
disability or death of an owner is
considered a purchase of a permitted
vessel and §641.4(m)(3) applies
regarding a commercial reef fish permit
for the vessel under the new owner.)

(2) In the event of the disability or
death of an operator whose presence
aboard a vessel is a condition for the
validity of a red snapper endorsement,
the Regional Director may revise and
reissue an endorsement, temporarily or
permanently, to the permitted vessel.
Such revised endorsement will contain
the name of a substitute operator
specified by the operator or his/her legal
guardian, in the case of a disabled
operator, or by the will or executor/
administrator of the estate, in the case
of a deceased operator. As was the case
with the replaced endorsement, the
presence of the substitute operator
aboard and in charge of the vessel is a

condition for the validity of the revised
endorsement. Such revised endorsement
will be reissued only with the
concurrence of the vessel owner.

§641.33 Condition of a permit.

As a condition of a commercial reef
fish permit issued under §641.4,
without regard to where red snapper are
harvested or possessed, a vessel with
such permit—

(a) May not exceed the appropriate
vessel trip or landing limit for red
snapper, as specified in §641.31(a) and
(b); and

(b) May not transfer a red snapper at
sea, as specified in §641.31(c).

[FR Doc. 964432 Filed 2-23-96; 11:41 am]
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Groundfish of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Area; Offshore
Component Pollock in the Bering Sea
Subarea

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock by vessels catching
pollock for processing by the offshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea
(BS) of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands management area (BSAI). This
action is necessary to prevent exceeding
the first seasonal allowance of the
pollock total allowable catch (TAC)
apportioned to vessels harvesting
pollock for processing by the offshore
component in the BS.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 12 noon, Alaska local
time (A.lL.t.), February 26, 1996, until 12
noon, A.lL.t., April 15, 1996.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the BSAI exclusive
economic zone is managed by the NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed by
regulations implementing the FMP at 50
CFR parts 620 and 675.

In accordance with § 675.20(a)(7)(ii),
the first seasonal allowance of pollock
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for vessels catching pollock for
processing by the offshore component in
the BS was established by the Final
1996 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish (61 FR 4311, February 5,
1996) as 295,864 metric tons (mt).

The Director, Alaska Region, NMFS
(Regional Director), has determined in
accordance with §675.20(a)(8), that the
first seasonal allowance of pollock TAC
for vessels catching pollock for
processing by the offshore component in
the BS soon will be reached. Therefore,
the Regional Director has established a
directed fishing allowance of 273,864
mt with consideration that 22,000 mt
will be taken as incidental catch in
directed fishing for other species in the
BS. Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock by vessels
catching pollock for processing by the
offshore component in the BS. This
closure is effective 12 noon, February
26, 1996, until 12 noon, A.lL.t., April 15,
1996. Under 8 675.20(a)(2)(ii), the
second seasonal allowance will become
available 12 noon, A.l.t., August 15
through the end of the fishing year.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
for applicable gear types may be found
in the regulations at § 675.20(h).

Classification

This action is taken under §675.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 23, 1996.
Donald J. Leedy,
Acting Director, Office of Fisheries
Conservation and Management, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 96-4593 Filed 2—-26-96; 11:25 am]
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Groundfish of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Area; Species in the
Rock Sole/Flathead Sole/*'Other
Flatfish” Fishery Category by Vessels
Using Traw! Gear

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing the directed
fishery for species in the rock sole/
flathead sole/*“other flatfish” fishery
category by vessels using trawl gear in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary to prevent exceeding the first
seasonal bycatch allowance of Pacific
halibut apportioned to the trawl rock
sole/flathead sole/*‘other flatfish”
fishery category in the BSAI.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 12 noon, Alaska local
time (A.lL.t.), February 26, 1996, until 12
noon, A.L.t., April 1, 1996.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew N. Smoker, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the BSAI exclusive
economic zone is managed by NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed by

regulations implementing the FMP at 50
CFR parts 620 and 675.

The first seasonal bycatch allowance
of Pacific halibut for the BSAI trawl
rock sole/flathead sole/*‘other flatfish”
fishery category, which is defined at
§675.21(b)(2)(iii)(B)(2), was established
by the Final 1996 Harvest Specifications
of Groundfish (61 FR 4311, February 5,
1996) as 453 metric tons.

The Director, Alaska Region, NMFS,
has determined, in accordance with
§675.21(c)(1)(iii), that the first seasonal
bycatch allowance of Pacific halibut
apportioned to the trawl rock sole/
flathead sole/“other flatfish” fishery in
the BSAI has been caught. Therefore,
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for
species in the rock sole/flathead sole/
“other flatfish” fishery category by
vessels using trawl gear in the BSAL.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts

for applicable gear types may be found
in the regulations at 8 675.20(h).

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
675.21 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 23, 1996.
Donald J. Leedy,

Acting Director, Office of Fisheries
Conservation and Management, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 96-4592 Filed 2—26—96; 11:25 am]
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