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Name of Committee: Pathophysiological
Sciences Initial Review Group Respiratory
and Applied Physiology Study Section.

Date: October 19–20, 1998.
Time: 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Holiday Inn, 5520 Wisconsin Ave,

Chevy Chase, MD 20815.
Contact Person: Everett E. Sinnett, PHD,

Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4120,
MSC 7818, Bethesda, MD 20892. (301) 435–
1016, evlsinnett@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Nutritional and
Metabolic Sciences Initial Review Group
Nutrition Study Section.

Date: October 19–20, 1998.
Time: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Woodfin Suite Hotel, 1380 Piccard

Drive, Rockville, MD 20850.
Contact Person: Sooja K. Kim, PHD, RD,

Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6158,
MSC 7892, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435–
1780.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel ZRG1–SB
(01)

Date: October 20, 1998.
Time: 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Georgetown Holiday Inn, 2101

Wisconsin Ave, N.W., Washington, DC
20007.

Contact Person: Teresa Nesbitt, DVM, PHD,
Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5118,
MSC 7854, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435–
1172.

Name of Committee: Cardiovascular
Sciences Initial Review Group Pathology A
Study Section.

Date: October 20–21, 1998.
Time: 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Holiday Inn, 5520 Wisconsin Ave,

Chevy Chase, MD 20815.
Contract Person: Lay Pinkus, PHD,

Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4132,
MSC 7802, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435–
1214.

Name of Committee: Infectious Diseases
and Microbiology Initial Review Group
Microbial Physiology and Genetics
Subcommittee 2.

Date: October 21–22, 1998.
Time: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Holiday Inn, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Contract Person: Gerald Liddel, PHD,

Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4186,
MSC 7808, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435–
1150.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel.

Date: October 21–22, 1998.
Time: 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Holiday Inn Chevy Chase, 5520

Wisconsin Ave, Chevy Chase, MD 20815.
Contract Person: Christine Melchior, PHD,

Scientific Review Administrator, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4102,
MSC 7816, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435–
1713.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine,
93.306; 93.333, Clinical Research, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393–93.396, 93.837–93.844,
93.846–93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: September 17, 1998.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,
Committee Management Officer, NIH.
[FR Doc. 98–25514 Filed 9–23–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR–4370–N–03]

Announcement of OMB Approval
Number for Fiscal Year 1999
Multifamily Housing Mortgage and
Housing Assistance Restructuring
Program Request for Qualifications

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, HUD.
ACTION: Announcement of OMB
Approval Number.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice is
to announce the OMB approval number
for the collection of information
pertaining to the Fiscal Year 1999
Multifamily Housing Mortgage and
Housing Assistance Restructuring
Program Request for Qualifications.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George C. Dipman or William S.
Richbourg, Program Coordinators, Office
of Multifamily Housing, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20410–4000; Room 6272; Telephone
(202) 708–2495 Fax (202) 708–5494.
(This is not a toll-free number.) Hearing
or speech-impaired individuals may call
1–800–877–8399 (Federal Information
Relay Service TTY). Internet address:
George lC.lDipman@hud.gov or
WilliamlS.lRichbourg@hud.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35, as amended), this notice
advises that OMB has responded to the
Department’s request for approval of the
information collection pertaining to

Fiscal Year 1999 Multifamily Housing
Mortgage and Housing Assistance
Restructuring Program Request for
Qualifications, published at 63 FR
44102, on August 17, 1998. The OMB
approval number for this information
collection is 2502–0531, which expires
on February 28, 1999.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information,
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

Dated: September 18, 1998.
Camille E. Acevedo,
Assistant General Counsel for Regulations.
[FR Doc. 98–25566 Filed 9–23–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210–32–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 090998C]

Availability of an Environmental
Assessment and Receipt of
Applications for Incidental Take
Permits for the Operation of Pacific
Gas and Electric Company’s Pittsburg
and Contra Costa Power Plants
Circulating Water Systems,
Sacramento-San Joaquin Estuary,
California

AGENCIES: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior; National Marine Fisheries
Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of availability/receipt of
applications.

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public
that Pacific Gas and Electric Company
has applied to the Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) and the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for
incidental take permits pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. The proposed permit issued
by the Service would authorize the
incidental take of the threatened delta
smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus), the
endangered California clapper rail
(Rallus longirostris obsoletus), the
endangered California least tern (Sterna
antillarum (=albifrons) browni), and the
endangered salt marsh harvest mouse
(Reithrodontomys raviventris) during
the implementation of Pacific Gas and
Electric Company’s Multispecies Habitat
Conservation Plan (Conservation Plan).
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The proposed Service-issued permit
also would authorize future incidental
take of Sacramento splittail
(Pogonichthys macrolepidotus),
currently proposed for listing as
threatened, should it become listed
under the Endangered Species Act. The
proposed permit issued by NMFS would
authorize the incidental take of the
endangered winter-run chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) and
threatened Central Valley steelhead
(Oncorhynchus mykiss) during the
implementation of the Conservation
Plan. The proposed take would occur
incidental to power plant operations
and related activities on Pacific Gas and
Electric Company’s lands at the
Pittsburg and Contra Costa Power Plants
in Contra Costa County, California, and
incidental to restoration activities at the
Montezuma Enhancement Site, Solano
County, California. The permits would
be in effect for 15 years.

The Service and NMFS announce the
availability for public comment of the
permit applications, including the
associated proposed Conservation Plan
fully describing the proposed project,
minimization and mitigation measures,
and the accompanying Implementing
Agreements. The Service and NMFS
also announce the availability of an
Environmental Assessment for the
incidental take permit applications. All
comments received, including names
and addresses, will become part of the
official administrative record and may
be made available to the public.
DATES: Written comments on the permit
applications, Conservation Plan,
Environmental Assessment and
Implementing Agreements should be
received on or before October 26, 1998.
ADDRESSES: Comments regarding the
application or adequacy of the
Conservation Plan, Environmental
Assessment and Implementing
Agreements with respect to delta smelt,
Sacramento splittail, California clapper
rail, California least tern, and salt marsh
harvest mouse, or other species for
which the Service has responsibility,
should be addressed to the Field
Supervisor, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office,
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 130,
Sacramento, California 95821-6340.

Comments regarding the application
or adequacy of the Conservation Plan,
Environmental Assessment and
Implementing Agreements with respect
to winter-run chinook salmon and
Central Valley steelhead, or other
species for which NMFS has
responsibility should be addressed to
the National Marine Fisheries Service,
Southwest Region, 777 Sonoma Avenue,

Santa Rosa, California 95404–6528.
General comments or comments
applicable to both agencies can be sent
to either or both of the above addresses.
Individuals wishing to receive copies of
the application, Conservation Plan,
Environmental Assessment and/or
Implementing Agreements for review
should immediately contact either of the
above offices. Documents also will be
available for public inspection, by
appointment, during normal business
hours at the above addresses.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mike Thabault or Matthew Vandenberg,
Fish and Wildlife Service, Sacramento
Fish and Wildlife Office, (916) 979-
2725, or Penny Ruvelas, National
Marine Fisheries Service, (707) 575–
6050.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 9
of the Endangered Species Act and its
implementing Federal regulations
prohibit the ‘‘taking’’ of a species listed
as endangered or threatened. However,
the Service and NMFS, under limited
circumstances, may issue permits to
allow take of endangered or threatened
wildlife species if such taking is
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
otherwise lawful activities. Regulations
governing permits for threatened and
endangered species are codified in 50
CFR 17.22 and 17.32, and 50 CFR
222.22 and 222.24–28.

Background

The Pacific Gas and Electric Company
seeks coverage for take of the federally
listed winter-run chinook salmon,
Central Valley steelhead, delta smelt,
California clapper rail, California least
tern, and salt marsh harvest mouse, as
well as the proposed Sacramento
splittail, (collectively ‘‘covered
species’’), incidental to the operation of
the Pittsburg and Contra Costa Power
Plants. The actions proposed to be
covered by the Conservation Plan and
its associated incidental take permits
are: (1) operations of the two power
plants’ circulating water systems; (2)
maintenance and repair activities at the
power plants; (3) enhancement of
aquatic and terrestrial habitats at the
Montezuma Enhancement Site; and (4)
monitoring activities. Each of these
actions may result in take of one or
more of the listed species or in
circumstances leading to the take of one
or more of the listed species. The
Conservation Plan is designed to
include flexibility in its
implementation; a series of
circumstances or ‘‘thresholds’’ are
described which would require
adjustments to the power plants’
circulating water systems and

maintenance and repair schedules.
Thresholds triggering adjustments to the
plan include seasonal reductions in
circulating water flow by operating the
circulating water pumps under variable
speed drive mode and seasonal
restrictions on repair and maintenance
activities within terrestrial habitats
suitable for covered species.

As a part of the Conservation Plan,
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
proposes to monitor the impacts to
covered species resulting from the
operations of the circulating water
systems, the repair and maintenance
programs, and the construction and
operation of the Montezuma
Enhancement Site. The Conservation
Plan also includes measures to
minimize the impact of the take, such as
seasonal restrictions on operations and
repairs and maintenance. The
Conservation Plan also addresses the
sale of the two power plants, expected
to occur in the near future.

The Environmental Assessment
considers the environmental
consequences of four alternatives plus a
no-action alternative. Alternative 1, the
proposed action, consists of the
issuance of incidental take permits to
Pacific Gas and Electric Company and
implementation of the Conservation
Plan.

Under Alternative 2, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company would install
mechanical draft cooling towers at the
Pittsburg and Contra Costa Plants and
would enhance aquatic and wetland
habitat at the Pittsburg Power Plant site.
This closed-cycle system configuration
would recirculate 100 percent of the
circulating water flow through the
cooling-tower system. The closed cycle
system would reduce the volume of
condenser cooling water to about 95
percent of that used in the existing
design conditions.

Under Alternative 3, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company would decrease
circulating water flows below
thresholds established in the Proposed
Action between February 1 and July 31
and enhance aquatic and wetland
habitat at the Montezuma Enhancement
Site. Circulating water flows could be
less than 80 percent of design flow at
the Pittsburg Power Plant and less than
95 percent of design flow at the Contra
Costa Power Plant. Cooling-water flows
could be reduced by reducing plant
operation from February 1 through July
31, when fish species are most
susceptible to entrainment in the
cooling-water systems. Reductions in
cooling-water flows could be expected
to have a corresponding percent
reduction in potential entrainment and
impingement losses. Enhancement of



51090 Federal Register / Vol. 63, No. 185 / Thursday, September 24, 1998 / Notices

aquatic and wetland habitat at the
Montezuma Enhancement Site under
Alternative 3 would be the same as that
described under the proposed action.

Under Alternative 4, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company would replace the
existing fish screens at Units 1–6 at the
Pittsburg Power Plant and Units 6 and
7 at the Contra Costa Power Plant with
screens having smaller mesh sizes (e.g.,
1/8 by 1⁄2 inch) and lower approach
velocities according to NMFS and the
California Department of Fish and Game
guidelines. The smaller mesh sizes and
lower prescribed approach velocities
necessitate additional major changes in
the intake structures including: (1) an
increase in the overall cross-sectional
area of the intake bays (to reduce
approach velocities); (2) the need for
continuous rotating screens (to clean the
smaller mesh screens); and (3) the need
for fish bypass and return systems (to
collect fish entrapped in the fish-screen
cleaning system and return them safely
to the Delta at a safe distance from the
intake systems of the plants).

Under the No-Action Alternative, the
Service and NMFS would not issue
incidental take permits, the plants
would not continue to operate, Pacific
Gas and Electric Company would not
implement species protection and
minimization measures as provided
under the Conservation Plan, Pacific
Gas and Electric Company would not
implement the habitat enhancement
project at the Montezuma Enhancement
site, nor would they convey a perpetual
conservation easement on the
Montezuma Site to the California
Department of Fish and Game.

This notice is provided pursuant to
section 10(a) of the Endangered Species
Act and the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 regulations (40 CFR
1506.6). The Service and NMFS will
evaluate the application, associated
documents, and comments submitted
thereon to determine whether the
application meets the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act
regulations and section 10(a) of the
Endangered Species Act. If it is
determined that requirements are met,
permits will be issued for incidental
take of the listed species.

Dated: September 4, 1998.
Michael J. Spear,
Manager, California/Nevada Operations
Office, Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 1,
Sacramento, California.

Dated: September 15, 1998.
Kevin Collins,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office
of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service, Silver Spring, Maryland.
[FR Doc. 98–25461 Filed 9–23–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[WO–250–1220–00]

Information Collection Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
for Review Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act, OMB Approval Number
1004–019

The proposal for the collection of
information listed below has been
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget for approval under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35). Copies of the
proposed collection of information,
related forms, and explanatory material
may be obtained by contacting the
Bureau’s Clearance Officer at the phone
number listed below. One June 26, 1998,
BLM published a notice in the Federal
Register (63 FR 34918) requesting
comments on the proposed collection.
The comment period closed on August
25, 1998. BLM received no comments
from the public in response to that
request. OMB is required to respond to
this request within 60 days but may
respond within 30 days. For maximum
consideration, your comments and
suggestions on the requirement should
be made directly to the Office of
Management and Budget, Interior Desk
Officer (1004–0119), Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Washington, D.C. 20503. Please provide
a copy of your comments to the Bureau
Clearance Officer (WO–630), Bureau of
Land Management, 1849 C St., N.W.,
mail Stop 401 LS, Washington, D.C.
20240.

Nature of Comments: We specifically
request your comments on the
following:

1. Whether the collection of
information is necessary for BLM’s
proper functioning, including whether
or not the information will have
practical utility;

2. The accuracy of BLM’s estimate of
the burden of collecting the information,

including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. The quality, utility, and clarity of
the information to be collected; and

4. How to minimize the burden of
collecting the information on those who
are to respond, including the use of
appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical or other forms of
information technology.

Abstract: Respondents supply
identifying information and data on
proposed commercial, competitive, or
individual recreational use,
respectively, when required, to
determine eligibility for a permit. This
information allows the Bureau of Land
Management to authorize requested use
and determine appropriate fees. This
information will also be used to tabulate
recreation use data for the annual
Federal Recreation Fee Report as
required by the Land and Water
Conservation Act.

Bureau Form Number: 8370–1.
Frequency: On occasion.
Description of Respondents:

Recreation visitors to areas of the public
lands, and related waters, where special
recreation permits are required.

Estimated Completion Time: .5 hours.
Annual Responses: 31,000.
Annual Burden Hours: 15,500.
Bureau Clearance Officer: Carole

Smith 202–452–0367.
Dated: August 26, 1998.

Carole J. Smith,
Bureau of Land Management, Information
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 98–25592 Filed 9–23–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–84–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[AZ 952 1990 00]

Arizona: Announcement of Automated
Land and Mineral Records System;
Notice of Temporary Unavailability of
Automated Records

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
new automated system of records, the
Automated Land and Mineral Record
System (ALMRS), is being implemented
by the Bureau of Land Management in
Arizona. The expected implementation
of this system is November 16, 1998. In
preparation for the implementation of
this new system, the Bureau’s current
ORCA, Case Recordation, and Mining
Claim Recordation Systems for Arizona
will continue to be available for public
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