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beneficiaries of the plan and in a
prudent fashion in accordance with
section 404(a)(1)(b) of the act; nor does
it affect the requirement of section
401(a) of the Code that the plan must
operate for the exclusive benefit of the
employees of the employer maintaining
the plan and their beneficiaries;

(2) Before an exemption may be
granted under section 408(a) of the Act
and/or section 4975(c)(2) of the Code,
the Department must find that the
exemption is administratively feasible,
in the interests of the plan and of its
participants and beneficiaries and
protective of the rights of participants
and beneficiaries of the plan;

(3) The proposed exemptions, if
granted, will be supplemental to, and
not in derogation of, any other
provisions of the Act and/or the Code,
including statutory or administrative
exemptions and transitional rules.
Furthermore, the fact that a transaction
is subject to an administrative or
statutory exemption is not dispositive of
whether the transaction is in fact a
prohibited transaction; and

(4) The proposed exemptions, if
granted, will be subject to the express
condition that the material facts and
representations contained in each
application are true and complete and
accurately describe all material terms of
the transaction which is the subject of
the exemption. In the case of continuing
exemption transactions, if any of the
material facts or representations
described in the application change
after the exemption is granted, the
exemption will cease to apply as of the
date of such change. In the event of any
such change, application for a new
exemption may be made to the
Department.

Signed at Washington, DC, this 27th day of
May, 1999.
Ivan Strasfeld,
Director of Exemption Determinations,
Pension and Welfare Benefits Administration,
Department of Labor.
[FR Doc. 99–13887 Filed 6–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510–29–P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Notice of Intent To Seek Approval To
Extend and Revise a Current
Information Collection

AGENCY: National Science Found.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The National Science
Foundation (NSF) is announcing plans
to request renewal of this collection. In
accordance with the requirement of

section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13),
we are providing opportunity for public
comments on this action. After
obtaining and considering public
comment, NSF will prepare the
submission requesting that OMB
approve clearance of this collection for
no longer than 3 years.
DATES: Writen comments on this notice
must be received by August 2, 1999, to
be assured of consideration. Comments
received after that date will be
considered to the extent practicable.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR
COMMENTS: Contact Suzanne H.
Plimpton, Reports Clearance Officer,
National Science Foundation, 4201
Wilson Boulevard, Suite 295, Arlington,
Virginia 22230; telephone (703) 306–
1125 x2017; or send email to
splimpto@nsf.gov. Individuals who use
a telecommunications device for the
deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–
800–877–8339 between 8 a.m. and 8
p.m., Eastern time, Monday through
Friday. You also may obtain a copy of
the data collection instrument and
instructions from Ms. Plimpton.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title of Collection: Survey of Graduate
Students and Postdoctorates in Science
and Engineering.

OMB Approval Number: 3145–0062.
Expiration Date of Approval:

November 30, 1999.
Type of Request: Intent to seek

approval to extend with revision an
information collection for three years.

Proposed Project

Graduate students in science,
engineering, and health fields in U.S.
colleges and universities, by source and
mechanism of support and by
demographic characteristics. An
electronic/mail survey, the Survey of
Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in
Science and Engineering originated in
1966 and has been conducted annually
since 1972. The survey is the academic
graduate enrollment component of the
NSF statistical program that seeks to
‘‘provide a central clearinghouse for the
collection, interpretation, and analysis
of data on the availability of, and the
current and projected need for,
scientific and technical resources in the
United States, and to provide a source
of information for policy formulation by
other agencies of the Federal
government’’ as mandated in the
National Science Foundation Act of
1950.

The proposed project will continue
the current survey cycle for three to five
years. The annual Fall surveys for 1999

through 2003 will survey the universe of
approximately 725 reporting units at
approximately 600 institutions offering
accredited graduate programs in
science, engineering, or health. The
survey has provided continuity of
statistics on graduate school enrollment
and support for graduate students in all
science & engineering (S&E) and health
fields, with separate data requested on
demographic characteristics (race/
ethnicity and gender by full-time and
part-time enrollment status). Statistics
from the survey are published in NSF’s
annual publication series Graduate
Students and Postdoctorates in Science
and Engineering, in NSF publications
Science and Engineering Indicators,
Women, Minorities, and Persons with
Disabilities in Science and Engineering,
and are available electronically on the
World Wide Web.

NSF proposes to revise the
questionnaire in 1999 to include the
Department of Energy as a source of
funding of graduate students and to ask
for the number of first-time full-time
graduate students by race/ethnicity.
These changes are being proposed for
purposes of planning, policy
formulation, and program evaluation
and to provide consistency with other
NSF surveys (e.g., on R&D
expenditures). Two redundant items
will be deleted from the questionnaire:
The number of part-time students and
the number of women part-time
students. In addition, the names of the
race/ethnicity categories will be
changed to comply with the new OMB
guidelines. The new categories will be:
Black or African American; American
Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Native
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander;
Hispanic or Latino; and White. These
changes are expected to result in
minimal change in burden. Overall
burden is expected to be reduced from
1999 to 2003 due to expansion of the
Web-based data collection.

The survey will be sent primarily to
the administrators at the Institutional
Research Offices. To minimize burden,
NSF instituted a Web-based survey in
1998 through which institutions can
enter data directly or upload
preformatted files. The Web-based
survey includes a complete program for
editing and trend checking and allows
institutions to receive their previous
year’s data for comparison. Respondents
will be encouraged to participate in this
Web-based survey should they so wish.
Traditional paper questionnaires will
also be available, with editing and trend
checking performed as part of the
survey processing.
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In Fall 1997, the survey achieved a
total response rate of 98.5% for
institutions and 98.3% for departments.

Estimate of Burden: Burden estimates
are as follows:

Total
number

of institu-
tions

Depart-
ments

Burden
hours

FY 1995 722 11,598 1.87
FY 1996 722 11,592 1.95
FY 1997 723 11,597 2.23

Respondents: Individuals.
Estimated Number of Responses:

11,597 (from the 1997 collection).
Estimated Total Annual Burden on

Respondents: 23,690.
Frequency of Responses: Annually.
Comments: Comments are invited on

(a) whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the Agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information on respondents; and
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Dated: May 28, 1999.
Suzanne H. Plimpton,
Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 99–14035 Filed 6–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555–01–M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 70–27]

BWX Technologies (BWXT),
Lynchburg, VA Issuance of
Environmental Assessment Regarding
the Proposed Exemption From the
Requirement in 10 CFR 70.25(e) To
Provide a Decommissioning Cost
Estimate

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC or Commission) is
considering issuance of an exemption to
BWXT (the applicant) from the
requirement of 10 CFR Part 70.25(e) to
provide a decommissioning cost
estimate (DCE) for the Naval Reactors
(NR) work at BWXT. The BWXT
facilities and operation are located at
Lynchburg, Virginia.

Environmental Assessment

Identification of the Proposed Action:
By letter dated April 8, 1999, and
supplements dated May 10 and May 13,
1999, BWXT (the applicant) requested
Materials License SNM–42 be amended
to grant an exemption from the
requirement of 10 CFR Part 70.25(e) to
provide a decommissioning cost
estimate (DCE) for the Naval Reactors
(NR) programs at BWXT, located at
Lynchburg, Virginia. In a letter dated
April 9, 1999, from the U. S. Department
of Energy (DOE), Office of NR, NR
supported BWXT’s request for an
exemption.

Need for the Proposed Action: The
BWXT operation involves the
manufacturing of nuclear fuels for the
U. S. Navy program. When BWXT’s
operations cease, the NRC will require
decommissioning of the facilities and
land in accordance with the
requirements specified in 10 CFR 70.25.
As described in the applicant’s license
amendment request and the NR April 9,
1999, letter, the exemption is requested
in order to eliminate the need to prepare
a detailed decommissioning cost
estimate to be filed together with the
Statement of Intent that the Federal
government will be responsible for the
cost of decommissioning. The following
information, as detailed in the
applicant’s request and NR’s letter,
provide support for the exemption
request: (1) The DOE, through NR, is
contractually obligated to pay the
expenses eventually incurred by BWXT
in decommissioning the BWXT facilities
associated with NR work; (2) NR has an
adequate understanding of the potential
costs of decommissioning the BWXT
facilities used in NR work; (3) a detailed
DCE prepared now will not be valid
when decommissioning occurs many
years from now; (4) exempting BWXT at
this time from the requirement for a
DCE would not endanger life or
property or the common defense and
security; and (5) the Federal
Government will not obtain a benefit
commensurate with the expenditure of
public funds to prepare a detailed DCE.

Environmental Impact of the
Proposed Action: The NRC staff has
examined the applicant’s proposed
exemption request and concluded that
the proposed exemption request is
procedural and administrative in nature.
Since the Federal Government will be
responsible for the ultimate financial
cost in the decommissioning of the
applicant’s facilities, exempting BWXT
at this time from the requirement for a
DCE will not endanger life or property,
or the common defense and security,

and will not cause any environmental
impact.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:
Since there is no environmental impact
associated with this proposed action, no
alternatives other than the proposed
action were evaluated.

Agencies and Persons Consulted: No
other agency or persons were consulted
for this proposed action since the
proposed action is procedural and
administrative in nature and the final
financial cost for the decommissioning
of the applicant’s facilities is assured by
the Federal Government.

Finding of No Significant Impact
As discussed above, the proposed

action is procedural and administrative
in nature and there is no environmental
impact associated with this action.
Accordingly, the Commission has
determined not to prepare an
environmental impact statement for the
proposed exemption.

This application for the proposed
action was docketed under 10 CFR part
70, Docket No. 70–27. For further details
with respect to this action, see the April
8, 1999, exemption request, and other
above-mentioned letters which are
available for public inspection at the
Commission’s Public Document Room,
2120 L Street, NW, Washington, DC
20555.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 27th day
of May 1999.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Theodore S. Sherr,
Chief, Licensing and International Safeguards
Branch, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and
Safeguards, Office of Material Safety and
Safeguards.
[FR Doc. 99–14049 Filed 6–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Advisory Committee on Nuclear
Waste; Notice of Meeting

The Advisory Committee on Nuclear
Waste (ACNW) will hold its 110th
meeting on June 28–30, 1999, at the
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory
Analyses, Southwest Research Institute,
6220 Culebra Road, Building 189, San
Antonio, Texas.

The entire meeting will be open to
public attendance.

The schedule for this meeting is as
follows:

Monday, June 28, 1999—8:30 a.m.
until the conclusion of business.

Tuesday, June 29, 1999—8:30 a.m.
until the conclusion of business.

Wednesday, June 30, 1999—8:30 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m.
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