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Issued in Renton, Washington, on
September 2, 1999.

Dorenda D. Baker,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 99-23471 Filed 9-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 99-NM-159-AD; Amendment
39-11312; AD 99-19-25]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Model
A340 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD),
applicable to certain Airbus Model
A340 series airplanes. This action
requires a one-time inspection of all
gland nuts supplied with certain shock
struts of the center landing gear (CLG)
to verify that the gland nuts have the
correct thread profile, and replacement
of any defective gland nut with a new
gland nut. This amendment is prompted
by issuance of mandatory continuing
airworthiness information by a foreign
civil airworthiness authority. The
actions specified in this AD are
intended to prevent the failure of the
CLG, and subsequent damage to the
airplane structure or injury to airplane
occupants.

DATES: Effective September 30, 1999.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of September
30, 1999.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
October 15, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM-114,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 99—NM—
159-AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055-4056.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from Airbus
Industrie, 1 Rond Point Maurice
Bellonte, 31707 Blagnac Cedex, France.
This information may be examined at
the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,

Renton, Washington; or at the Office of
the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Norman B. Martenson, Manager,
International Branch, ANM-116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055-4056; telephone (425) 227-2110;
fax (425) 227-1149.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Direction Générale de I’Aviation Civile
(DGAC), which is the airworthiness
authority for France, notified the FAA
that an unsafe condition may exist on
certain Airbus Model A340 series
airplanes. The DGAC advises that,
during take-off, the center landing gear
(CLG) shock strut of an in-service
airplane disengaged from the CLG main
fitting because of a defective gland nut.
Inspection of the defective gland nut
revealed that the thread profile of the
gland nut was incorrect. This condition,
if not corrected, could result in the
failure of the CLG, and subsequent
damage to the airplane structure or
injury to airplane occupants.

Explanation of Relevant Service
Information

Airbus has issued Service Bulletin
A340-32-4111, Revision 01, dated May
28, 1998, which describes procedures
for a one-time inspection of all gland
nuts supplied with certain shock struts
of the CLG to verify that the gland nuts
have the correct thread profile. For any
defective gland nut, the service bulletin
describes procedures for replacement of
the gland nut with a new part.

Accomplishment of the actions
specified in Airbus Service Bulletin
A340-32-4111 is intended to
adequately address the identified unsafe
condition. The DGAC classified this
service bulletin as mandatory and
issued French airworthiness directive
98-153-088(B), dated April 8, 1998, in
order to assure the continued
airworthiness of these airplanes in
France.

Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32—
4111 refers to Messier-Dowty Service
Bulletin No. M—DT SB18000-32-8,
dated October 30, 1997, which provides
the criteria for acceptability of the gland
nut and is an additional source of
service information for accomplishment
of the inspection and replacement.

FAA's Conclusions

This airplane model is manufactured
in France and is type certificated for
operation in the United States under the
provisions of section 21.29 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.19) and the applicable bilateral

airworthiness agreement. Pursuant to
this bilateral airworthiness agreement,
the DGAC has kept the FAA informed
of the situation described above. The
FAA has examined the findings of the
DGAC, reviewed all available
information, and determined that AD
action is necessary for products of this
type design that are certificated for
operation in the United States.

Explanation of Requirements of the
Rule

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other airplanes of the same
type design registered in the United
States, this AD is being issued to
prevent the failure of the CLG, and
subsequent damage to the airplane
structure or injury to airplane
occupants. This AD requires
accomplishment of the actions specified
in Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32—
4111, described previously.

Cost Impact

None of the airplanes affected by this
action are on the U.S. Register. All
airplanes included in the applicability
of this rule currently are operated by
non-U.S. operators under foreign
registry; therefore, they are not directly
affected by this AD action. However, the
FAA considers that this rule is
necessary to ensure that the unsafe
condition is addressed in the event that
any of these subject airplanes are
imported and placed on the U.S.
Register in the future.

Should an affected airplane be
imported and placed on the U.S.
Register in the future, it would require
approximately 4 work hours to
accomplish the required inspection, at
an average labor rate of $60 per work
hour. Based on these figures, the cost
impact of this AD would be $240 per
airplane.

Determination of Rule’s Effective Date

Since this AD action does not affect
any airplane that is currently on the
U.S. register, it has no adverse economic
impact and imposes no additional
burden on any person. Therefore, prior
notice and public procedures hereon are
unnecessary and the amendment may be
made effective in less than 30 days after
publication in the Federal Register.

Comments Invited

Although this action is in the form of
a final rule and was not preceded by
notice and opportunity for public
comment, comments are invited on this
rule. Interested persons are invited to
comment on this rule by submitting
such written data, views, or arguments
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as they may desire. Communications
shall identify the Rules Docket number
and be submitted in triplicate to the
address specified under the caption
ADDRESSES. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments will be considered, and
this rule may be amended in light of the
comments received. Factual information
that supports the commenter’s ideas and
suggestions is extremely helpful in
evaluating the effectiveness of the AD
action and determining whether
additional rulemaking action would be
needed.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the rule that might suggest a need to
modify the rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report that
summarizes each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this AD
will be filed in the Rules Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this rule must
submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ““Comments to
Docket Number 99—-NM-159-AD.” The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations adopted herein will
not have substantial direct effects on the
States, on the relationship between the
national government and the States, or
on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, in
accordance with Executive Order 12612,
it is determined that this final rule does
not have sufficient federalism
implications to warrant the preparation
of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, |
certify that this action (1) is not a
“significant regulatory action’ under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule’” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3)
will not have a significant economic
impact, positive or negative, on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has
been prepared for this action and it is
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it may be obtained from the Rules
Docket at the location provided under
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration amends part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding the following new airworthiness
directive:

99-19-25 Airbus Industrie: Amendment
39-11312. Docket 99-NM-159-AD.

Applicability: Model A340 series airplanes,
certificated in any category, on which Airbus
Modification 43028 (reference Airbus Service
Bulletin A340-32-4083, dated September 19,
1996) has been incorporated.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in
the area subject to the requirements of this
AD. For airplanes that have been modified,
altered, or repaired so that the performance
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent the failure of the center landing
gear (CLG), and subsequent damage to the
airplane structure or injury to airplane
occupants, accomplish the following:

Inspection

(a) Within one month after the effective
date of this AD, perform a detailed visual
inspection of all gland nuts supplied with the
18000 series shock struts, part numbers
18100-1001 through 18100-1061 and part
numbers 18105-1001 through 18105-1061,
on the CLG to verify that the gland nuts have
the correct thread profile, in accordance with
Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32-4111,
Revision 01, dated May 28, 1998. For any
gland nut thread profile that is not
acceptable, as specified by the service
bulletin: Prior to further flight, replace that
gland nut with a new part, in accordance
with the service bulletin.

Note 2: For the purposes of this AD, a
detailed visual inspection is defined as: “An

intensive visual examination of a specific
structural area, system, installation, or
assembly to detect damage, failure, or
irregularity. Available lighting is normally
supplemented with a direct source of good
lighting at intensity deemed appropriate by
the inspector. Inspection aids such as mirror,
magnifying lenses, etc., may be used. Surface
cleaning and elaborate access procedures
may be required.”

Note 3: Accomplishment of the inspection
in accordance with Airbus Service Bulletin
A340-32-4111, dated November 27, 1997, is
acceptable for compliance with the
requirements of paragraph (a) of this AD.

Note 4: Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32—
4111 refers to Messier-Dowty Service
Bulletin No. M—DT SB18000-32-8, dated
October 30, 1997, as an additional source of
service information for the inspection, the
replacement of any defective gland nut, and
the criteria for acceptability of the gland nut
thread profile.

Spares

(b) As of the effective date of this AD, no
person shall install an 18000 series shock
strut, part numbers 18100-1001 through
18100-1061 and part numbers 18105-1001
through 18105-1061, on the CLG of any
airplane, unless that shock strut has been
inspected and applicable corrective actions
have been performed in accordance with
Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32—-4111,
dated November 27, 1997, or Airbus Service
Bulletin A340-32-4111, Revision 01, dated
May 28, 1998.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager,
International Branch, ANM-116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate. Operators
shall submit their requests through an
appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then
send it to the Manager, International Branch,
ANM-116.

Note 5: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the International Branch,
ANM-116.

Special Flight Permits

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Incorporation by Reference

(e) The actions shall be done in accordance
with Airbus Service Bulletin A340-32-4111,
Revision 01, dated May 28, 1998. This
incorporation by reference was approved by
the Director of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51. Copies may be obtained from Airbus
Industrie, 1 Rond Point Maurice Bellonte,
31707 Blagnac Cedex, France. Copies may be
inspected at the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
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Washington; or at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

Note 6: The subject of this AD is addressed
in French airworthiness directive 98-153—
088(B), dated April 8, 1998.

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
September 30, 1999.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
September 2, 1999.

Dorenda D. Baker,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99-23470 Filed 9-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Airspace Docket No. 99-AS0O-16]
Removal of Class E Airspace;
Arlington, TN

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: This action corrects an error
in the geographic coordinates of a final
rule that was published in the Federal
Register on August 24, 1999, (64 FR
46116), Airspace Docket No. 99-ASO-
16.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 0901 UTC, November 4,
1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy B. Shelton, Manager, Airspace
Branch, Air Traffic Division, Federal
Aviation Administration, P.O. Box
20636, Atlanta, Georgia 30320;
telephone (404) 305-5627.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

History

Federal Regiser Docket DOCID:
fr24au99-4, Airspace Docket NO. 99—
ASO-16, published on August 24, 1999,
(64 FR46116), revoked Class E airspace
at Arlington Municipal Airport,
Arlington, TN. Errors were discovered
in the geographic coordinates of the
Memphis NAS/Millington Municipal
Airport, Millington, TN. This action
corrects those errors.

Correction to Final Rule

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, the
geographic coordinates for the Memphis
NAS/Millington Municipal Airport for
the Class E airspace at, Millington, TN,
as published in the Federal Register on
August 24, 1999, (64 FR46116), (Federal
Register Document DOCID: fr24au99—4;
page 46116), are corrected as follows:

§71.71 [Corrected]

* * * * *

ASO TN E  Memphis NAS/Millington, TN
[Corrected]

By removing “Lat. 35°21'20" N, long.
89°40'22" W and substituting “Lat.
35°21'24", long. 89°52'13" W”'.

* * * * *

Issued in College Park, Georgia, on
September 1, 1999.

Nancy B. Shelton,

Acting Manager, Air Traffic Division,
Southern Region.

[FR Doc. 99-23939 Filed 9-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M]

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration
14 CFR Part 121

Operating Requirements: Domestic,
Flag, and Supplemental Operations

CFR Correction

In Title 14 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, parts 60 to 139, revised as
of Jan. 1, 1999, page 433, §121.339 is
corrected by inserting the words
“beyond the rated capacity’’ between
the words “‘capacity’” and “of”” in the
last sentence in paragraph (a)(2).

[FR Doc. 99-55531 Filed 9-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1505-01-D

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 173
[Docket No. 99F-0299]
Secondary Direct Food Additives

Permitted in Food for Human
Consumption

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is amending the
food additive regulations to provide for
the safe use of acidified sodium chlorite
solutions as an antimicrobial agent on
raw agricultural commodities (RAC’s).
This action is in response to a petition
filed by Alcide Corp.

DATES: This regulation is effective
September 15, 1999; written objections
and requests for a hearing by October
15, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Submit written objections to
the Dockets Management Branch (HFA-

305), Food and Drug Administration,
5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 1061, Rockville,
MD 20852.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert L. Martin, Center for Food Safety
and Applied Nutrition (HFS-215), Food
and Drug Administration, 200 C St. SW.,
Washington, DC 20204-0001, 202-418—
3074.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In a notice
published in the Federal Register of
March 3, 1999 (64 FR 10302), FDA
announced that a food additive petition
(FAP 9A4648) had been filed by Alcide
Corp., 8561 154th Ave. NE., Redmond,
WA 98052. The petition proposed to
amend the food additive regulation in
§173.325 to provide for the safe use of
aqueous solutions of acidified sodium
chlorite as an antimicrobial agent on
RAC's.

The petitioner is proposing to limit
the use of this additive to RAC’s in
preparing, packing, or holding of such
commodities for commercial purposes,
consistent with section 201(q)(1)(B)(i) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (the act) (21 U.S.C. 321(q)(1)(B)(i)),
as amended by the Antimicrobial
Regulation Technical Corrections Act of
1998 (ARTCA) (Public Law 105-324).
The petitioner is not proposing that the
additive be intended for use for any
application under section
201(a)(L)(B)(I)(N), (a)(1)(B)(i)(I), or
(q)(@)(B)(i)(111) of the act, which use
would be subject to regulation by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
as a pesticide chemical. The proposed
use of the additive is to reduce the
microbial contamination on RAC's.
Under ARTCA, the use of acidified
sodium chlorite solutions as an
antimicrobial agent on RAC’s in
preparing, packing, or holding of such
RAC's for commercial purposes,
consistent with section 201(q)(1)(B)(i) of
the act, and not otherwise included
within the definition of “pesticide
chemical’” under section
201(q)(1)(B)(I)(D), (a)(1)(B)(i)(I), or
(q)(@)(B)(i)(I11), is subject to regulation
by FDA as a food additive.

Although this use of acidified sodium
chloride solutions as an antimicrobial
agent on raw agricultural commodities
is regulated under section 409 of the act
(21 U.S.C. 348) as a food additive, the
intended use may nevertheless be
subject to regulation as a pesticide
under the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA). Therefore, manufacturers
intending to market acidified sodium
chlorite solutions for such use should
contact the EPA to determine whether
this use requires a pesticide registration
under FIFRA.
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