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with new bolts and self-locking castellated
nuts that have cotter pins installed as a
secondary locking feature, in accordance
with Boeing Service Letter 737–SL–27–118–
A, dated November 14, 1997.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c)(1) An alternative method of compliance
or adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Seattle
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate. Operators
shall submit their requests through an
appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then
send it to the Manager, Seattle ACO.

(2) Alternate methods of compliance,
approved previously in accordance with AD
99–05–15, amendment 39–11063, are not
considered to be approved as alternate
methods of compliance with this AD.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Seattle ACO.

Special Flight Permits

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197
and 21.199) to operate the airplane to a
location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
November 29, 1999.
D.L. Riggin,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–31435 Filed 12–2–99; 8:45 am]
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Proposed Modification of Class D
Airspace; Grand Forks AFB, ND

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
modify Class D airspace at Grand Forks
AFB, ND. This action would amend the
effective hours at the Class D surface
area to coincide with the airport traffic
control tower (ATCT) hours of operation
for Grand Forks AFB. The purpose of
this action is to clarify when two-way
radio communication with the ATCT is
required.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before January 14, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Send comments on the
proposal in triplicate to: Federal
Aviation Administration, Office of the

Assistant Chief Counsel, AGL–7, Rules
Docket No. 99–AGL–56, 2300 East
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60018.

The official docket may be examined
in the Office of the Assistant Chief
Counsel, Federal Aviation
Administration, 2300 East Devon
Avenue, Des Plaines, IL. An informal
docket may also be examined during
normal business hours at the Air Traffic
Division, Airspace Branch, Federal
Aviation Administration, 2300 East
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Denis C. Burke, Air Traffic Division,
Airspace Branch, AGL–520, Federal
Aviation Administration, 2300 East
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60018,
telephone (847) 294–7658.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
species aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify the
airspace docket number and be
submitted in triplicate to the address
listed above. Commenters wishing the
FAA to acknowledge receipt of their
comments on this action must submit
with those comments a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
‘‘Comments to Airspace Docket No. 99–
AGL–56.’’ The postcard will be date/
time stamped and returned to the
commenter. All communications
received on or before the specified
closing date for comments will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposal contained
in this action may be changed in light
of comments received. All comments
submitted will be available for
examination in the Rules Docket, FAA,
Great Lakes Region, Office of the
Assistant Chief Counsel, 2300 East
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, IL, both
before and after the closing date for
comments. A report summarizing each
substantive public contact with FAA
personnel concerned with this
rulemaking will be filed in the docket.

Availability of NPRM’s

Any person may obtain a copy of this
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM)

by submitting a request to the Federal
Aviation Administration, Office of
Public Affairs, Attention: Public Inquiry
Center, APA–230, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20591, or
by calling (202) 267–3484.
Communications must identify the
docket number of this NPRM. Persons
interested in being placed on a mailing
list for future NPRM’s should also
request a copy of Advisory Circular No.
11–2A, which describes the application
procedure.

The Proposal

The FAA is considering an
amendment to 14 CFR part 71 to modify
Class D airspace at Grand Forks AFB,
ND, by amending the effective hours to
coincide with the ATCT hours of
operation for Grand Forks AFB,
Controlled airspace extending upward
from the surface is needed to contain
aircraft executing instrument approach
procedures. The area would be depicted
on appropriate aeronautical charts.
Class D airspace designations are
published in paragraph 5000 of FAA
Order 7400.9G dated September 1, 1999,
and effective September 16, 1999, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class D designations listed in
this document would be published
subsequently in the Order.

The FAA has determined that this
proposed regulation only involves an
establishment body of technical
regulations for which frequent and
routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current.
Therefore this, proposed regulation—(1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979; and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that will only affect air
traffic procedures and air navigation, it
is certified that this proposed rule will
not have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, the Federal
Aviation Administration proposes to
amend 14 CFR part 71 as follows:
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PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
CLASS B, CLASS C, CLASS D, AND
CLASS E AIRSPACE AREAS;
AIRWAYS; ROUTES; AND REPORTING
POINTS

1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40103, 40113,
40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 1959–
1963 Comp., p. 389.

§ 71.1 [Amended]
2. The incorporation by reference in

14 CFR 71.1 of the Federal Aviation
Administration Order 7400.9G, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated September 1, 1999, and effective
September 16, 1999, is amended as
follows:

Paragraph 5000 Class D airspace

* * * * *

AGL ND D Grand Forks AFB, ND [Revised]

Grand Forks AFB, ND
(Lat. 47°57′40′′N., long. 97°24′04′′W.)
That airspace extending upward from the

surface to and including 3,400 feet MSL
within an 4.9-mile radius of Grand Forks
AFB, and within 2.3 miles each side of the
174° bearing from the AFB extending from
the 4.9-mile radius of the AFB to 5.6 miles
south of the AFB, excluding that airspace
within the Grand Forks, ND, Class D airspace
area. This Class D airspace area is effective
during the specific dates and times
established in advance by Notice to Airmen.
The effective date and time will thereafter be
continuously published in the Airport/
Facility Directory.

* * * * *
Issued in Des Plaines, Illinois on November

16, 1999.
Christopher R. Blum,
Manager, Air Traffic Division.
[FR Doc. 99–31404 Filed 12–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD

20 CFR Parts 325, 330, 335, and 336

RIN 3220–AB39

Registration for Railroad
Unemployment Benefits; Sickness
Benefits; Determination of Daily
Benefit Rates; Duration of Normal and
Extended Benefits

AGENCY: Railroad Retirement Board.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Railroad Retirement
Board (Board) proposes to amend its
regulations to incorporate amendments
made to the Railroad Unemployment
Insurance Act, which shortened the
waiting period for receipt of benefits
under the RUIA, changed the method of

computing the daily benefit rate, and
eliminated certain extended benefits.
DATES: Comments should be submitted
on or before February 1, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Secretary to the Board,
Railroad Retirement Board, 844 North
Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas W. Sadler, Senior Attorney,
(312) 751–4513, TDD (312) 751–4701.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Public
Law 104–251 (110 Stat. 3161),
commonly known as the Railroad
Unemployment Insurance Act
Amendments of 1996, amended the
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act
(RUIA) to shorten the waiting period for
receipt of unemployment and sickness
benefits payable under that statute, to
change the method of computing the
daily benefit rate, and to eliminate
certain extended payments of benefits,
and the Board proposes to amend its
regulations under the RUIA to conform
to those amendments.

Section 325.1 is proposed to be
amended to reflect the change in the
waiting period for unemployment
benefits from 14 days to seven days. As
amended, § 325.1 would provide that
unemployment benefits are payable to
any qualified employee for each day of
unemployment in excess of seven in his
or her first two-week registration period,
and then for up to ten days of
unemployment in any subsequent
registration period within the same
period of continuing unemployment.
However, if the unemployment is the
result of a strike, no benefits are payable
for the first day 14 days of
unemployment. For purposes of
applying the seven-day waiting period,
a period of continuing unemployment
would end when an employee exhausts
his or her unemployment benefits for a
benefit year. Section 325.1 would also
be amended to incorporate a definition
of ‘‘period of continuing
unemployment’’, a concept added by
the 1996 amendments. The concept of a
period of continuing unemployment
was added to the RUIA so as to permit
the continued payment of benefits from
one benefit year to the next without a
new waiting period if the period of
unemployment runs from one year to
the next. Finally, § 325.1 is proposed to
be amended to provide that if an
employee’s earnings in a registration
period exceed the monthly
compensation base for the applicable
base year, then no unemployment
benefits are payable in that registration
period. For example, for benefit year
1998 the base year is calendar year 1997
in which the monthly compensation
base was $890. No benefits are payable

for any days of unemployment in the
benefit year beginning July 1, 1998, for
any registration period in which the
employee earns more than $890. An
employee who declines suitable work
during a registration period is treated as
having earned the amount of earnings
he would have received had he not
declined employment.

Section 330.2 is proposed to be
amended to provide that the maximum
daily benefit rate under the RUIA is the
monthly compensation base, as
computed under 20 CFR part 302,
multiplied by 5%, rounded down to the
nearest $1. This change is the result of
a change in the RUIA enacted under the
1996 amendments. The Board will
publish the maximum daily benefit rate
for the upcoming benefit year by June 1
of each year.

Section 335.6 is proposed to be
revised to reflect the same changes with
respect to the waiting period for
sickness benefits that the proposed
amendments to § 325.1 make with
respect to unemployment benefits.

Finally, § 336.13 is revised, and
§ 336.14 is amended to reflect a change
in the payment of extended benefits
made by the 1996 amendments. Under
the RUIA, as amended, an employee
with ten or more years of service will
receive a maximum of 65 days of
extended unemployment or sickness
benefits after the employee has
exhausted his or her normal 130 days of
unemployment or sickness.

The Board, with the concurrence of
the Office of Management and Budget,
has determined that this is not a
significant regulatory action under
Executive Order 12866; therefore no
regulatory impact analysis is required.
There are no information collections
associated with these rules.

List of Subjects in 20 CFR Parts 325,
330, 335, and 336

Railroad employees, Railroad
unemployment insurance, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, the Railroad Retirement
Board proposes to amend chapter II,
title 20 of the Code of Federal
Regulations as follows:

PART 325—REGISTRATION FOR
RAILROAD UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

1. The authority for part 325
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 45 U.S.C. 362(i) and 362(l).

2. Paragraphs (a) through (d) of
§ 325.1 are revised, paragraph (e) is
redesignated as paragraph (h), and new
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