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BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

18 CFR Part 157
[Docket No. RM81-19-000]

Natural Gas Pipelines; Project Cost
and Annual Limits

Issued February 7, 2000.

AGENCY: Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, DOE.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authority
delegated by 18 CFR 375.308(x)(1), the
Director of the Office of Energy Projects
(OEP) computes and publishes the
project cost and annual limits for

natural gas pipelines blanket
construction certificates for each
calendar year.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael J. McGehee, Division of
Pipeline Certificates, (202) 208—-2257.

Section 157.208(d) of the
Commission’s Regulations provides for
project cost limits applicable to
construction, acquisition, operation and
miscellaneous rearrangement of
facilities (Table I) authorized under the
blanket certificate procedure (Order No.
234, 19 FERC {61,216). Section
157.215(a) specifies the calendar year
dollar limit which may be expended on
underground storage testing and
development (Table II) authorized under
the blanket certificate. Section
157.208(d) requires that the “‘limits
specified in Tables I and II shall be
adjusted each calendar year to reflect
the ‘GDP implicit price deflator’
published by the Department of
Commerce for the previous calendar
year.”

Pursuant to § 375.308(x)(1) of the
Commission’s Regulations, the authority
for the publication of such cost limits,

as adjusted for inflation, is delegated to
the Director of the Office of Energy
Projects. The cost limits for calendar
year 1998, as published in Table I of
§157.208(d) and Table II of § 157.215(a),
are hereby issued.

List of Subjects in 18 CFR Part 157

Administrative practice and
procedure, Natural gas, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Daniel M. Adamson,

Director, Office of Energy Projects.

Accordingly, 18 CFR Part 157 is
amended as follows:

PART 157—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 157
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 717-717w, 3301—
3432; 42 U.S.C. 7101-7352.

2. Table Iin § 157.208(d) is revised to
read as follows:

§157.208 Construction, acquisition,
operation, and miscellaneous
rearrangement of facilities.

* * * * *

(d)* E

Limit
Year . Prior notice
Allijrgloitp(ggllc%st proj. cost limit
(Col. 2)

L082 i e e et oo —eeeei—eeeet—eeeateeeaetteeeiiateeeitteeaateeeeanteeeaateeeaitteeeateeeaateeeaasteeeaaareeeaareeants $4,200,000 $12,000,000
4,500,000 12,800,000
4,700,000 13,300,000
4,900,000 13,800,000
5,100,000 14,300,000
5,200,000 14,700,000
5,400,000 15,100,000
5,600,000 15,600,000
5,800,000 16,000,000
6,000,000 16,700,000
6,200,000 17,300,000
6,400,000 17,700,000
6,600,000 18,100,000
6,700,000 18,400,000
6,900,000 18,800,000
7,000,000 19,200,000
7,100,000 19,600,000
7,200,000 19,800,000
7,300,000 20,200,000

3. Table Il in § 157.215(a)(5) is revised
to read as follows:

§157.215 Underground storage testing
and development.

(a) * x %
(5) * x %

TABLE Il TABLE |[l—Continued
Year Limit Year Limit
1982 oo, $2,700,000 3,500,000
2,900,000 3,600,000
3,000,000 3,800,000
3,100,000 3,900,000
3,200,000 4,000,000
3,300,000 B
3,400,000
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TABLE |[l—Continued

Year Limit

4,100,000
4,200,000
4,300,000
4,400,000
4,500,000
4,550,000
4,650,000

[FR Doc. 00-5343 Filed 3—7-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

38 CFR Part 3
RIN 2900-AJ54
Child; Educational Institution

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This document amends the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
adjudication regulations concerning the
definition of a child for purposes of
establishing entitlement to additional
monetary benefits for a dependent. The
amendments are necessary to clarify the
definition of a child for VA purposes
and to bring the regulations into
conformance with the governing statutes
as interpreted by VA’s General Counsel.
This document also makes non-
substantive changes for purposes of
clarity.

DATES: Effective Date: March 8, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Warren M. Jones, Consultant,
Regulations Staff, Compensation and
Pension Service, Veterans Benefits
Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue,
NW, Washington, DC 20420, telephone
(202) 273-7167.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A veteran
who is entitled to compensation under
the provisions of 38 U.S.C. 1114 or 1134
is also entitled, under certain
circumstances, to additional
compensation for dependents, including
a child. A veteran who is entitled to
pension under the provisions of 38
U.S.C. 1521 is entitled to a higher
annual rate of pension because of
dependents, including a child.
Dependency and indemnity
compensation and death pension are
also monetary benefits affected by the
number of the surviving spouse’s
dependent children, who, under certain
circumstances, may be entitled to these
benefits in their own right.

A ““child” is defined in 38 U.S.C.
101(4)(A)(iii) to include a person who is
unmarried, and after attaining the age of
eighteen years and until completion of
education or training (but not after
attaining the age of twenty-three years)
is pursuing a course of instruction at an
approved educational institution. The
implementing regulation is at 38 CFR
3.57(a)(1)(iii).

Section 104(a) of title 38, United
States Code, provides that for the
purpose of determining whether or not
benefits are payable (except those under
chapter 35, title 38, United States Code)
for a child over the age of eighteen and
under the age of twenty-three years who
is attending a school, college, academy,
seminary, technical institute, university,
or other educational institution, the
Secretary may approve or disapprove
such educational institutions.

In a precedent opinion dated March
19, 1998 (VAOPGCPREC 3-98), VA’s
General Counsel held that the term
“educational institution” should be
interpreted as including only
institutions which are similar in type to
the institutions specifically enumerated
in 38 U.S.C. 104(a). According to the
General Counsel, a home-school
program differs from those institutions
because the home-school program is not
offered to a number of students, but
rather is created to serve the needs of a
particular student. Also, a home-school
is not a permanent organization but
rather disbands at completion of the
student’s program or withdrawal of the
student. The General Counsel
concluded, therefore, that a person who
is receiving instruction in a home-
school program is not pursuing a course
of instruction at an educational
institution and therefore does not
qualify as a child within the meaning of
38 U.S.C. 101(4)(A)(iii). This document
amends 38 CFR 3.57(a)(1)(iii)
accordingly. This document also
amends 38 CFR 3.667 to use statutory
terminology and to make clarifying
changes.

This final rule interprets statutory
provisions and makes non-substantive
changes. Accordingly, there is a basis
under 5 U.S.C. 553 to dispense with
prior notice and comment and a delayed
effective date.

Because no notice of proposed
rulemaking was required in connection
with the adoption of this final rule, no
regulatory flexibility analysis is required
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601-612). Even so, the Secretary
hereby certifies that this final rule will
not have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small entities
as they are defined in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance program numbers are 64.104,
64.105, 64.109, and 64.110.

List of Subjects in 38 CFR Part 3

Administrative practice and
procedure, Claims, Disability benefits,
Health care, Pensions, Veterans,
Vietnam.

Approved: February 29, 2000.
Togo D. West, Jr.,
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 38 CFR part 3 is amended as
follows:

PART 3—ADJUDICATION

Subpart A—Pension, Compensation,
and Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation

1. The authority citation for part 3,
subpart A continues to read as follows:

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), unless
otherwise noted.

2.In §3.57, paragraph (a)(1)(iii) is
revised to read as follows:

§3.57 Child.

(a) * *x %

(1) * % %

(iii) Who, after reaching the age of 18
years and until completion of education
or training (but not after reaching the
age of 23 years) is pursuing a course of
instruction at an approved educational
institution. For the purposes of this
section and § 3.667, the term
“educational institution” means a
permanent organization that offers
courses of instruction to a group of
students who meet its enrollment
criteria. The term includes schools,
colleges, academies, seminaries,
technical institutes, and universities,
but does not include home-school
programs.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(4)(A), 104(a))

* * * * *

§3.667 [Amended]

3. Section 3.667 is amended by
removing “approved school” and
“approved course of instruction”
wherever they appear and adding, in
their place, “approved educational
institution”.

4. Section 3.667 is further amended as
follows:

a. Paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(4) are
amended by removing ‘‘based upon a
course which” and adding, in its place,
“based upon a course of instruction at
an approved educational institution
which”;

b. The first sentence of paragraph (b)
is amended by removing ““attending
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