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Copies of the filing have been
provided to the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio, the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commission, the
Maryland Public Service Commission,
the Virginia State Corporation
Commission, the West Virginia Public
Service Commission, and all parties of
record.

Comment date: April 19, 2000, in
accordance with Standard Paragraph E
at the end of this notice.

14. Allegheny Energy Service
Corporation, on Behalf of Allegheny
Energy Supply Company, LLC

[Docket No. ER00–1999–000]

Take notice that on March 29, 2000,
Allegheny Energy Service Corporation
on behalf of Allegheny Energy Supply
Company, LLC (Allegheny Energy
Supply), tendered for filing Amendment
No. 4 to Supplement No. 9 to the Market
Rate Tariff to incorporate a Netting
Agreement with Strategic Energy, LLC
into the tariff provisions.

Allegheny Energy Supply Company
requests a waiver of notice requirements
to make the Amendment effective as of
March 6, 2000.

Copies of the filing have been
provided to the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio, the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commission, the
Maryland Public Service Commission,
the Virginia State Corporation
Commission, the West Virginia Public
Service Commission, and all parties of
record.

Comment date: April 19, 2000, in
accordance with Standard Paragraph E
at the end of this notice.

15. Cleco Utility Group, Inc.

[Docket No. ER00–2000–000]

Take notice that on March 29, 2000,
Cleco Utility Group, Inc., Transmission
Services tendered for filing, pursuant to
Section 205 of the Federal Power Act, a
network integration transmission
service agreement and a network
operating agreement with an internal
division of itself, Cleco Utility Group,
Inc., Retail Energy Services, establishing
the provision of network transmission
service to serve the city of Gueydan,
Louisiana under the existing Cleco
Utility Group, Inc., open access
transmission tariff.

Cleco Utility Group, Inc., requests an
effective date for these agreements
under its open access transmission tariff
of March 31, 2000.

Comment date: April 19, 2000, in
accordance with Standard Paragraph E
at the end of this notice.

16. American Electric Power Service
Corporation

[Docket No. ER00–2001–000]

Take notice that on March 29, 2000,
the American Electric Power Service
Corporation (AEPSC), tendered for filing
blanket service agreements by the AEP
Companies under the Wholesale Market
Tariff of the AEP Operating Companies
(Power Sales Tariff). The Power Sales
Tariff was accepted for filing effective
October 10, 1997 and has been
designated AEP Operating Companies’
FERC Electric Tariff Original Volume
No. 5.

AEPSC respectfully requests waiver of
notice to permit the service agreements
to be made effective as specified in the
submittal letter to the Commission with
this filing.

A copy of the filing was served upon
the Parties and the State Utility
Regulatory Commissions of Indiana,
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee,
Virginia and West Virginia.

Comment date: April 19, 2000, in
accordance with Standard Paragraph E
at the end of this notice.

17. Detroit Edison Company

[Docket No. ER00–2002–000]

Take notice that on March 29, 2000,
Detroit Edison Company (Detroit
Edison) tendered for filing Service
Agreements for wholesale power sales
transactions (the Service Agreements)
under Detroit Edison’s Wholesale Power
Sales Tariff (WPS–2), FERC Electric
Tariff No. 3 (the WPS–2 Tariff).

Comment date: April 19, 2000, in
accordance with Standard Paragraph E
at the end of this notice.

Standard Paragraphs

E. Any person desiring to be heard or
to protest such filing should file a
motion to intervene or protest with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.
20426, in accordance with Rules 211
and 214 of the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure (18 CFR 385.211
and 385.214). All such motions or
protests should be filed on or before the
comment date. Protests will be
considered by the Commission in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken, but will not serve to make
protestants parties to the proceeding.
Any person wishing to become a party
must file a motion to intervene. Copies
of these filings are on file with the
Commission and are available for public
inspection. This filing may also be
viewed on the Internet at http://

www.ferc.fed.us/online/rims.htm (call
202–208–2222 for assistance).

David P. Boergers,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–9029 Filed 4–11–00; 8:45 am]
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Activities: Continuing Collection;
Comment Request; Confidentiality
Rules

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), this document announces
that EPA is planning to submit the
following continuing Information
Collection Request (ICR) to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB):
Confidentiality Rules, EPA ICR No.
1665.03, OMB Control No. 2020–0003,
expiration date May 31, 2000. Before
submitting the ICR to OMB for review
and approval, EPA is soliciting
comments on specific aspects of the
proposed information collection as
described below.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before June 12, 2000.
ADDRESSES: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Office of Environ-
mental Information, Office of
Information Collection, Mailstop 2822,
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW,
Washington, DC 20460. Interested
persons may obtain a copy of the ICR
without charge.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rebecca Moser, Office of Information
Collection, Collection Strategies
Division, Information Strategies Branch;
Phone, 202–260–6780; Fax, 202–260–
8550; Email, moser.rebecca@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Affected
entities: Entities potentially affected by
this action are those who characterize
the information they provide to EPA as
confidential business information (CBI).

Title: Confidentiality Rules, OMB
Control No. 2020–0003, EPA ICR No.
1665.03, expiring May 31, 2000.

Abstract: The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) administers a
number of environmental protection
statutes (e.g., the Clean Water Act; the
Clean Air Act; the Toxic Substances
Control Act; the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act; the Comprehensive
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Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act; the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act;
and others), which require it to collect
data from thousands of facilities in
many economic sectors. The data often
provide information on toxic chemicals,
industrial processes, waste streams,
regulatory compliance; and in many
cases, businesses that submit the data
claim it as confidential business
information (CBI). EPA established the
procedures described in 40 CFR Part 2,
Subpart B, to protect the confidentiality
of information as well as the rights of
the public under FOIA. In accordance
with these regulations, when EPA finds
it necessary to make a final
confidentiality determination (e.g., in
response to a FOIA request or in the
course of rulemaking or litigation), it
notifies the affected business and
provides it with an opportunity to
submit comments (i.e., a substantiation).
This ICR relates to the collection of
information that will assist EPA in
determining whether previously
submitted information is entitled to
confidential treatment.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB control
numbers for EPA’s regulations are listed
in 40 CFR part 9 and 48 CFR Chapter
15.

The EPA would like to solicit
comments to:

(i) evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(ii) evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(iii) enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(iv) minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

Burden Statement: EPA estimates that
in response to the procedures outlined
in 40 CFR Part 2, Subpart B, the Agency
would notify 543 businesses and
provide them with an opportunity to
submit comments explaining why
previously submitted information
should be treated as confidential. Of the

543 businesses, EPA estimates that
approximately 443 industries would
respond by submitting substantiations.
The Agency estimates that it takes
industry approximately 14 hours and
$464.43 in labor costs to prepare and
submit each substantiation; or a total of
6,202 hours at a cost of $205,742.49 in
labor for all 443 substantiations. For
those 100 businesses that do not submit
substantiations, they are still likely to
spend approximately 1 hour at a cost of
$32.04 in labor to review EPA’s notice,
examine the information in question,
and make a decision not to respond; or
a total of 100 hours at a cost of
$3,204.00 in labor costs for reviewing
and deciding not to respond in 100
cases. The total burden on industry to
review and, if desired, respond to 543
EPA substantiation requests is 6,302
hours at a cost of $208,946.49 in labor.

In addition, when EPA utilizes the
services of contractors/subcontractors in
implementing 40 CFR, Part 2, Subpart B,
all contractor/subcontractor employees
who may be given access to confidential
information must first sign
confidentiality agreements stating that
they will honor the terms of the
contract/subcontract which requires the
protection of CBI.

In addition, contractor/subcontractor
businesses must maintain a file of all
such agreements. EPA estimates that
there are about 129 contractor/
subcontractor businesses that handle
CBI in connection with their work for
EPA each year. These 129 contractor/
subcontractor businesses together have a
total of approximately 658 employees
who must sign confidentiality
agreements each year. Each employee
would need approximately 0.1 hour to
review and sign an agreement, at a cost
of $3.34 in labor; employees’ review and
signature of all agreements would
require approximately 65.8 hours at a
cost of $2197.72 in labor per year. In
addition, each subcontractor/contractor
business would need approximately 0.5
hour at a cost of $8.07 in labor per year
to maintain a file of employee
confidentiality agreements; the 129
contractor/subcontractor businesses
together would require a total of 64.5
hours at a labor cost of $1041.03 to
maintain a file of confidentiality
agreements. The total burden for signing
and maintaining confidentiality
agreements would thus be 130.3 hours
at a cost of $3238.75.

The overall burden for handling
confidentiality claims—including the
substantiation process and the signing
and maintaining of confidentiality
agreements—would be 6432.3 hours at a
total labor cost of $212,185.24 per year.
EPA estimates that no capital costs or

operation and maintenance costs would
be incurred as a result of this
information collection.

Burden means the total time, effort, or
financial resources expended by persons
to generate, maintain, retain, or disclose
or provide information to or for a
Federal agency. This includes the time
needed to review instructions; develop,
acquire, install, and utilize technology
and systems for the purposes of
collecting, validating, and verifying
information, processing and
maintaining information, and disclosing
and providing information; adjusting
the existing ways to comply with any
previously applicable instructions and
requirements; train personnel to be able
to respond to a collection of
information; search data sources;
complete and review the collection of
information; and transmit or otherwise
disclose the information.

Dated: April 4, 2000.
Oscar Morales,
Director, Collection Strategies Divisio, Office
of Information Collection
[FR Doc. 00–9094 Filed 4–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL–6577–5]

Agency Information Collection
Activities OMB Responses

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notices.

SUMMARY: This document announces the
Office of Management and Budget’s
(OMB) responses to Agency clearance
requests, in compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et. seq.). An agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
The OMB control numbers for EPA’s
regulations are listed in 40 CFR part 9
and 48 CFR Chapter 15.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sandy Farmer at 260–2740,or email at
Farmer.sandy@epa.gov,and please refer
to the appropriate EPA Information
Collection Request (ICR) Number.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Responses to Agency Clearance
Requests

OMB Approvals
EPA ICR No.1773.02; New and

Amended Reporting and
Recordkeeping Requirements for
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