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definition for radiotelephone
companies.

Offshore Radiotelephone Service. This
service operates on several UHF TV
broadcast channels that are not used for
TV broadcasting in the coastal area of
the states bordering the Gulf of
Mexico.42 At present, there are
approximately 55 licensees in this
service. We are unable at this time to
estimate the number of licensees that
would qualify as small under the SBA’s
definition for radiotelephone
communications.

Wireless Communications Services.
This service can be used for fixed,
mobile, radiolocation and digital audio
broadcasting satellite uses. The
Commission defined “small business”
for the wireless communications
services (WCS) auction as an entity with
average gross revenues of $40 million
for each of the three preceding years,
and a “very small business” as an entity
with average gross revenues of $15
million for each of the three preceding
years. The Commission auctioned
geographic area licenses in the WCS
service. In the auction, there were seven
winning bidders that qualified as very
small business entities, and one that
qualified as a small business entity. We
conclude that the number of geographic
area WCS licensees affected includes
these eight entities.

Multipoint Distribution Systems
(MDS). This service involves a variety of
transmitters, which are used to relay
programming to the home or office,
similar to that provided by cable
television systems.#3 In connection with
the 1996 MDS auction, the Commission
defined small businesses as entities that
had annual average gross revenues for
the three preceding years not in excess
of $40 million.44 This definition of a
small entity in the context of MDS
auctions has been approved by the
SBA.45 These stations were licensed
prior to implementation of Section
309(j) of the Communications Act of
1934, as amended.46 Licenses for new
MDS facilities are now awarded to
auction winners in Basic Trading Areas

42 This service is governed by subpart I of part 22
of the Commission’s Rules. See 47 CFR 22.1001
through 22.1037.

43 For purposes of this item, MDS includes both
the single channel Multipoint Distribution Service
(MDS) and the Multichannel Multipoint
Distribution Service (MMDS).

4447 CFR 1.2110(a)(1).

45 Amendment of Parts 21 and 74 of the
Commission’s Rules with Regard to Filing
Procedures in the Multipoint Distribution Service
and in the Instructional Television Fixed Service
and Implementation of Section 309(j) of the
Communications Act—Competitive Bidding, 10
FCC Red 9589 (1995), 60 FR 36524 (Jul. 17, 1995).

4647 U.S.C. 309(j).

(BTAs) and BTA-like areas.4#” The MDS
auctions resulted in 67 successful
bidders obtaining licensing
opportunities for 493 BT As. Of the 67
auction winners, 61 meet the definition
of a small business. There are 2,050
MDS stations currently licensed. Thus,
we conclude that there are 1,634 MDS
providers that are small businesses as
deemed by the SBA and the
Commission’s auction rules.

D. Description of Projected Reporting,
Recordkeeping, and Other Compliance
Requirements

The Further Notice does not propose
any specific reporting, recordkeeping or
compliance requirements. However, we
seek comment on what, if any, such
requirements we should impose if we
adopt the proposals set forth in the
Further Notice.

E. Steps Taken To Minimize Significant
Economic Impact on Small Entities, and
Significant Alternatives Considered

The RFA requires an agency to
describe any significant alternatives that
it has considered in reaching its
proposed approach, which may include
the following four alternatives: (1) The
establishment of differing compliance or
reporting requirements or timetables
that take into account the resources
available to small entities; (2) the
clarification, consolidation, or
simplification of compliance or
reporting requirements under the rule
for small entities; (3) the use of
performance, rather than design,
standards; and (4) an exemption from
coverage of the rule, or any part thereof,
for small entities.

The Further Notice seeks broad
comment on additional uses of bidding
credits to facilitate the provision of
service to tribal and non-tribal areas.48
The Further Notice does not make
specific implementation proposals, but
rather seeks guidance from the industry
on how to further expand our bidding
policies. We tentatively conclude that
these initiatives should not have a
significant economic impact on small
carriers. Importantly, small business
many combine any additional tribal
lands bidding credits with the small
business bidding credits available under
our existing rules. Commenters are
encouraged to discuss the alternatives
proposed in the Further Notice, and
specifically how to minimize any

471d. A Basic Trading Area (BTA) is the
geographic area by which the Multipoint
Distribution Service is licensed. See Rand McNally
1992 Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide, 123rd
Edition, pp. 36—-39.

48 See Further Notice paras. 23-25.

significant economic impact on small
entities.

F. Federal Rules That May Duplicate,
Overlap, or Conflict With the Proposed
Rules

None.

Ordering Clauses

Pursuant to Sections 1, 4(i), 303(r),
309(j) and 706 of the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C.
§§ 151, 154(i), 303(r), 309(j), and 706,
that the Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking is hereby Adopted.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 1
Telecommunications.

Federal Communications Commission.

Magalie Roman Salas,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 00-19480 Filed 8—1-00; 8:45 am]
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47 CFR Part 73

[DA 00-1396, MM Docket No. 00-111, MM
Docket No. 00-112, MM Docket No. 00-113,
RM-9900, RM—9901, RM—9904]

Radio Broadcasting Services; Fallon,
NV, Weiser, OR, Randolph, NY

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Commission requests
comments on three petitions for rule
making. FBB requests the allotment of
Channel 281C to Fallon, NV, as the
community’s third local FM service. WE
Broadcasting requests the allotment of
Channel 280C1 to Weiser, OR, as the
community’s first local aural service.
New Testament Christian Ministries,
Inc., requests the allotment of Channel
290A to Randolph, NY, as the
community’s first local aural service.
DATES: Comments must be filed on or
before August 14, 2000, and reply
comments on or before August 29, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W.,
Room TW-A325, Washington, DC
20554. In addition to filing comments
with the FCC, interested parties should
serve the petitioner, or its counsel or
consultant, as follows: A. Wray Fitch III,
Gammon & Grange, P.C., 8280
Greensboro Drive, 7th Floor, McLean,
VA 22102-3807 (Counsel to FBB
Broadcasting, petitioner in RM—9900,
and WE Broadcasting, petitioner in RM—
9901); David G. O’Neil, Rini, Coran &
Lancellotta, P.C., 1350 Connecticut
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Avenue, N.W., Suite 900, Washington,
D.C. 20036-1701 (Counsel to New
Testament Christian Ministries, Inc.,
petitioner in RM—9904).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Leslie K. Shapiro, Mass Media Bureau,
(202) 418-2180.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Commission’s Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, MM Docket No.
00-111, MM Docket No. 00-112, MM
Docket No. 00-113, adopted June 14,
2000, and released June 23, 2000. The
full text of this Commission decision is
available for inspection and copying
during normal business hours in the
FCC Reference Center, 445 12th Street,
SW, Washington, DC. The complete text
of this decision may also be purchased
from the Commission’s copy contractor,
International Transcription Services,
Inc., (202) 857-3800, 1231 20th Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20036.

Channel 281C can be allotted to
Fallon, NV, with a site restriction of 8.4
kilometers (5.2 miles) east, at
coordinates 39-28-30 WL; 118—40—43
NL, to avoid a short-spacing to Station
KODS, Channel 279C1, Carnelian Bay,
CA, and Station KDOT, Channel 283C,
Reno, NV. Channel 280C1 can be
allotted to Weiser, OR, with a site
restriction of 17.8 kilometers (11 miles)
northwest, at coordinates 44—20-39 WL;
117-07-14 NL, to avoid a short-spacing
to Station KARO, Channel 277C,
Caldwell, ID, and Station KLTB,
Channel 282C, Boise, ID. Channel 290A
can be allotted to Randolph, NY,
without the imposition of a site
restriction, at coordinates 42—09-43 WL;
78-58-31 NL. However, the allotment
will be short-spaced to Station CHRE-
FM, Channel 289B, St. Catherines,
Ontario, Canada. Therefore, concurrence
in the allotment by the Canadian
Government, as a specially negotiated,

short-spaced allotment, must be
obtained.

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making is issued until the matter
is no longer subject to Commission
consideration or court review, all ex
parte contacts are prohibited in
Commission proceedings, such as this
one, which involve channel allotments.
See 47 CFR 1.1204(b) for rules
governing permissible ex parte contacts.

For information regarding proper
filing procedures for comments, see 47
CFR 1.415 and 1.420.

Federal Communications Commission.

John A. Karousos,

Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.

[FR Doc. 0019476 Filed 8—1-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-U
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