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food stamps; Supplemental Security
Income; federal public housing
assistance; and Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program. In a state
that does not mandate state Lifeline
support, each eligible
telecommunications carrier providing
Lifeline service to a qualifying, low-
income consumer must obtain that
consumer’s signature on a document
certifying under penalty of perjury that
the consumer receives benefits from one
of the programs listed in this paragraph
and identifying the program or programs
from which that consumer receives
benefits. On the same document, a
qualifying low-income consumer also
must agree to notify the carrier if that
consumer ceases to participate in the
program or programs.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section, an individual
living on a reservation or near a
reservation, as defined in 25 CFR 20.1(r)
and 20.1(v), shall qualify to receive
Tiers One, Two, and Four Lifeline
service if the individual participates in
one of the following federal assistance
programs: Bureau of Indian Affairs
general assistance; Tribally
administered Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families; Head Start (only those
meeting its income qualifying standard);
or National School Lunch Program’s free
lunch program. Such qualifying low-
income consumer shall also qualify for
Tier-Three Lifeline support, if the
carrier offering the Lifeline service is
not subject to the regulation of the state
and provides carrier-matching funds, as
described in § 54.403(a)(3). To receive
Lifeline support under this paragraph
for the eligible resident of Tribal lands,
the eligible telecommunications carrier
offering the Lifeline service to such
consumer must obtain the consumer’s
signature on a document certifying
under penalty of perjury that the
consumer receives benefits from at least
one of the programs mentioned in this
paragraph or paragraph (b) of this
section, and lives on or near a
reservation, as defined in 25 CFR
20.1(r)and 20.1(v). In addition to
identifying in that document the
program or programs from which that
consumer receives benefits, an eligible
resident of Tribal lands also must agree
to notify the carrier if that consumer
ceases to participate in the program or
programs.

7. Amend § 54.411 by adding new
paragraphs (a)(3) and (d) and revising
paragraph (b) to read as follows:

8§54.411 Link Up program defined.

(a) * *x %

(3) For an eligible resident of Tribal
lands, a reduction of up to $70, in

addition to the reduction in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, to cover 100
percent of the charges between $60 and
$130 assessed for commencing
telecommunications service at the
principal place of residence of the
eligible resident of Tribal lands. For
purposes of this paragraph, charges
assessed for commencing
telecommunications services shall
include any charges that the carrier
customarily assesses to connect
subscribers to the network, including
facilities-based charges associated with
the extension of lines or construction of
facilities needed to initiate service. The
reduction shall not apply to charges
assessed for facilities or equipment that
fall on the customer side of demarcation
point, as defined in § 68.3 of this
chapter.

(b) A qualifying low-income
consumer may choose one or both of the
programs set forth in paragraphs (a)(1)
and (a)(2) of this section. An eligible
resident of Tribal lands may participate
in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(3) of
this section.

* * * * *

(d) An eligible telecommunications
carrier shall publicize the availability of
Link Up support in a manner reasonably
designed to reach those likely to qualify
for the support.

8. Revise §54.415 to read as follows:

§54.415 Consumer qualification for Link
Up.

(a) In a state that mandates state
Lifeline support, the consumer
qualification criteria for Link Up shall
be the same as the criteria that the state
established for Lifeline qualification in
accord with §54.409(a).

(b) In a state that does not mandate
state Lifeline support, the consumer
qualification criteria for Link Up shall
be the criteria set forth in § 54.409(b).

(c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section, an eligible
resident of Tribal lands, as defined in
§54.400(e), shall qualify to receive Link
Up support.

§54.417 [Removed]

9. Remove §54.417.

[FR Doc. 00-19611 Filed 8—2—00; 8:45 am]|
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for arrowtooth flounder in the
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 2000 total
allowable catch (TAC) of arrowtooth
flounder in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 31, 2000, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907 596 7228

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and CFR part 679.

The 2000 TAC of arrowtooth flounder
for the Western Regulatory Area was
established as 5,000 metric tons (mt) in
the Final 2000 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the GOA (65 FR 8298,
February 18, 2000). See
§679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2000 TAC for
arrowtooth flounder in the Western
Regulatory Area will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 4,900 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 100 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
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directed fishing for arrowtooth flounder
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the 2000 TAC of
arrowtooth flounder for the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA. A delay in
the effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action should
not be delayed for 30 days. Accordingly,
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the
effective date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 31, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-19715 Filed 8—-1-00; 10:19 am]
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Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting retention
of Pacific cod in the Western Regulatory
Area of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). NMFS
is requiring that catch of Pacific cod in
this area be treated in the same manner
as prohibited species and discarded at
sea with a minimum of injury. This
action is necessary because the amount
of the 2000 total allowable catch (TAC)
of Pacific cod in this area has been
achieved.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 31, 2000, until 2400
hrs, A.Lt., December 31, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew N. Smoker, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The amount of the 2000 TAC of
Pacific cod in the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA was established as
20,625 metric tons by the Final 2000
Harvest Specifications of Groundfish for
the GOA (65 FR 8298, February 18,
2000) and subsequent reserve release
(65 FR 20919, April 19, 2000). See
§679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(2), the
Administrator, Alaska Region, NMFS,
has determined that the amount of the
2000 TAC for Pacific cod in the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA has been
achieved. Therefore, NMFS is requiring
that further catches of Pacific cod in the
Western Regulatory Area of the GOA be

treated as prohibited species in
accordance with §679.21(b).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the amount of the 2000
TAC for Pacific cod by vessels catching
Pacific cod in the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. The fleet
has taken the amount of the 2000 TAC
for Pacific cod in the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 31, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-19714 Filed 8—-1-00; 10:19 am]
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