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public meeting of the Reef Fish Stock
Assessment Panel (RFSAP).
DATES: This meeting will begin at 9:00
a.m. on Monday, August 28, and
conclude by 3:00 p.m. on Friday,
September 1, 2000.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
NMFS Southeast Fisheries Science
Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami,
FL.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619; telephone: 813—-228-2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
RFSAP will convene to review the
following information provided by
NMFS:

1. 2000 Greater amberjack stock
assessment

2. 2000 Update to the 1998 vermilion
snapper stock assessment

3. 1999 Red grouper stock assessment
with corrected tables

4. Draft red snapper restoration
scenario

5. Microsoft Excel spreadsheet for
calculating biological targets and
thresholds for groupers and tilefish

Based on its review of the greater
amberjack and red grouper stock
assessments, and the vermilion snapper
assessment update, the RFSAP may
recommend a range of allowable
biological catch (ABC) for 2001 for each
stock, and may recommend
management measures to achieve the
ABC. In the NMFS October 1999 Report
to Congress on the Status of Fisheries of
the United States, the greater amberjack
stock was classified as not overfished,
based on the previous stock assessment
in 1996. However, there were concerns
that the sampling program had excluded
older and larger fish, making the results
of that assessment questionable. The red
grouper stock was classified as status
unknown due to problems discovered
with the age and growth data used in
the 1993 assessment. A new assessment
in 1999, initially reviewed by the
RFSAP in the Fall of 1999, indicated
that the red grouper stock was
overfished. However, the Council’s
Standing and Special Reef Fish
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) had a number of concerns about
the data and methods used by NMFS.
The NMFS response to the SSC
concerns will be part of the RESAP’s
reevaluation of the 1999 red grouper
assessment. The vermilion snapper
stock was classified as not overfished
based on a 1998 assessment, but some
model scenarios from the assessment
suggested that the stock was being

fished at a rate that could result in it
becoming overfished. It was therefore
classified by NMFS as approaching an
overfished condition.

The RFSAP will also review a draft
red snapper restoration scenario
proposed by NMFS, which would allow
for a transition from a constant annual
catch strategy to a constant fishing
mortality rate strategy, and would
provide for reevaluation of the stock at
five-year intervals. The RFSAP will also
review a method developed by NMFS,
using a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, for
determining management targets and
thresholds for groupers and tilefish
based on the technical guidance
recommended by NMFS for compliance
with the Sustainable Fisheries Act of
1996. The resulting RFSAP
recommendations will be presented to
the Council’s Socioeconomic Panel,
Reef Fish Advisory Panel, and SSC, and
to the Council at its November 13-16,
2000 meeting in Biloxi, MS.

The RFSAP is composed of biologists
who are trained in the specialized field
of population dynamics. They advise
the Council on the status of stocks and,
when necessary, recommend a level of
ABC needed to prevent overfishing or to
effect a recovery of an overfished stock.
They may also recommend catch
restrictions needed to attain
management goals.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agendas may come before the
RFSAP for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the RFSAP will be restricted
to those issues specifically identified in
the agendas and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under Section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Anne Alford at the Council (see
ADDRESSES) by August 21, 2000.

Dated: August 7, 2000.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00-20467 Filed 8—11-00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Habitat Committee in September, 2000.
Recommendations from the committee
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meeting will held on
Thursday, September 7, 2000, at 9:30
a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, 31 Hampshire Street,
Mansfield, MA; telephone: (508) 339—
2200.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(978) 465-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
committee will continue its discussion
of habitat issues related to the
development of Amendments 10 and 13
to the Sea Scallop and Groundfish
Fishery FMP’s, respectively. The
committee will also discuss the
priorities for the 2001 Habitat Annual
Review Report and discuss a report by
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission on fishing gear impacts to
submerged aquatic vegetation.
Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, those issues may not be the subject
of formal Council action during this
meeting. Council action will be
restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
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J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5

days prior to the meeting dates.
Dated: August 8, 2000.

Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-20551 Filed 8—-11-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 080800E]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (NEFMC) is
scheduling a public meeting of its Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council
(MAFMC) Plans Committee in
September, 2000. Recommendations
from the committee will be brought to
the full Council for formal consideration
and action, if appropriate.

DATES: The meeting will held on
Wednesday, September 6, 2000, at 9:30
a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, 31 Hampshire Street,
Mansfield, MA; telephone: (508) 339—
2200.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
committee will review and discuss
current developments of the MAFMC, as
they relate to NEFMC concerns and
fisheries. The committee will also
receive an update on specifications
proposed by the MAFMC for the 2001
fishing year.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, those issues may not be the subject
of formal Council action during this
meeting. Council action will be
restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been

notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting dates.

Dated: August 8, 2000.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-20552 Filed 8—-11-00; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of committee meetings.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (NPFMC)
Halibut Subsistence Committee will
meet in Anchorage, AK.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
September 7, 2000.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Anchorage Sheraton Hotel, 401 E.
6th Avenue, Anchorage, AK.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jane
DiCosimo, NPFMC, 907-271-2809.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, September 7, in the Executive
Board Room at the Sheraton Anchorage
Hotel, and conclude at noon. The
committee will review a draft of the
halibut subsistence analysis and provide
recommendations for final Council
action in October.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this Committee for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, those issues may not be the subject
of formal action during this meeting.
Action will be restricted to those
specifically identified in the agenda and
any issues arising after publication of
this notice that require emergency

action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the
public has been notified of the Council’s
intent to take action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Helen Allen, 907—
271-2809, at least 5 working days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: August 7, 2000.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00—20466 Filed 8—11-00; 8:45 am|]
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ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Institute for
Telecommunication Sciences (ITS) and
the Office of Spectrum Management
(OSM) of the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) invite interested
parties to review and comment on a
proposed measurement plan to assess
the potential mechanisms and the extent
of any interference to Global Positioning
System (GPS) receivers from
ultrawideband (UWB) transmission
systems.® The GPS/UWB Measurement
Plan will be placed on the NTIA
homepage at <http://www.ntia.doc.gov/
osmhome/uwbtestplan/gpstestfr.htm>.
Interested parties may also obtain a
copy of the measurement plan from
OSM or ITS.

DATES: Interested parties are invited to
submit comments on the GPS/UWB

1NTIA recently sought public comment on a test
plan covering the effects of UWB signals on selected
Federal radio receivers other than GPS receivers.
See Notice and Request for Comments on
Ultrawideband Systems Test Plan, 65 FR 40614
(June 30, 2000). That notice and comments received
in response to that notice are also available on
NTIA’s homepage at <http://www.ntia.doc.gov/
osmhome/uwbtestplan/>.
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