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conservation, water quality, energy
needs, health, economics, historic
properties, safety, food and fiber
production, mineral needs,
considerations of property ownership,
and, in general, the needs and welfare
of the people, and other issues
identified through scoping, public
involvement, and interagency
coordination.

Scoping: Public meetings have been
conducted since mid-1998 under the
Ecosystem Management/Team
Permitting process established in
sections 403.075 and 403.0752, Florida
Statutes. Issues raised by public
participants in the Team Permitting
process will be incorporated into the
scoping process. At this time, there are
no plans for a public scoping meeting.
Alternatives noted above are considered
to be the primary areas of review at this
time, although affected federal, state and
local governments and governmental
agencies, affected Indian tribes and
other interested private organizations
and parties are strongly encouraged to
support additional alternatives for
consideration and otherwise submit
comments on the scope of the DEIS.

Public Involvement: We invite the
participation of affected federal, state
and local agencies, affected Indian
tribes, and other interested private
organizations and parties by submitting
written comments to the information
contact provided in this notice.

Coordination: The proposed action is
being coordinated with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife (FWS) and the National
Marine Fisheries Service under Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act, with
the FWS under the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act, and with the
following State of Florida agencies:
State Historic Preservation Officer, Fish
& Wildlife Conservation Commission,
Department of Environmental
Protection, Bureau of Mine Reclamation.

Other Environmental Review and
Consultation: The proposed action
would involve application (to the State
of Florida) for Water Quality
Certification pursuant to Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act, and certification of
State lands, easements, and rights of
way.

DEIS Preparation: It is estimated that
the DEIS will be available to the public
on or about February 28, 2001.

Dated: August 1, 2000.

John R. Hall,
Chief, Regulatory Division.
[FR Doc. 00–20570 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3710–AJ–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for a Dredge and Fill Permit
Application for the IMC Phosphate
Company’s (IMC) Proposed Ona Mine
Project in Hardee County, Florida

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Department of Defense.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 404 of the
Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers has regulatory authority to
permit the discharge of dredge and fill
material into wetlands and other waters
of the United States. In compliance with
its responsibilities under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, the Jacksonville District, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers intends to
prepare a DEIS as a result of the dredge
and fill permit application for the IMC
Ona Mine Project.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ronald H. Silver, (904) 232–2502, West
Permits Branch, Regulatory Division,
P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida
32232–0019.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: IMC
proposes to construct and operate a
surface mine for the recovery of
phosphate rock from its 20,595-acre
property in western Hardee County near
the rural community of Ona, Florida.
Phosphate rock is the source of the
element phosphorous, which is
essential to life and for which there is
no substitute. Phosphate rock recovered
from the Ona Mine will be shipped to
manufacturers who convert it to
concentrated fertilizers used in high-
yield agriculture.

The project proposed by IMC
envisions that initially, only mining and
reclamation will occur on the Ona
property, with beneficiation and
shipment of the phosphate rock
occurring at the existing IMC’s
beneficiation plant at the Fort Green
Mine in Polk and Hardee Counties. At
a later date, which is as yet
undetermined, a beneficiation plant
consisting of a washer, a flotation plant,
product inventory, a shipping facility,
and miscellaneous support facilities
will be constructed at the proposed
plant site, and the portion of the Ona
Mine’s phosphate reserve which has not
been mined at that time will be
processed at the new plant. There will
be no chemical plant, gypsum stack or
rock dryer at the Ona Mine site.

Over many decades, significant
portions of the Ona Mine property have
been converted to agricultural use,
chiefly as improved pasture. The natural
ecosystems on most of these agricultural
lands have been degraded or improved
for agricultural activities. IMC proposes
to mine these areas and to reclaim them
to an appropriate blend of agricultural
and habitat values. However, there are
also some areas of less disturbance,
which have the significant ecological
value. Of these, IMC proposes not to
mine about 4,900 acres of ecologically
significant area, or approximately 24
percent of the gross acreage of the Ona
Mine property.

IMC intends to use the ‘‘opencast’’
variant of surface mining as its standard
technique for development of the
Southeast Tract, wherein large
electrically-powered excavators
(‘‘draglines’’) first remove and set aside
the soils overlying the ore
(‘‘overburden’’), and then excavate the
phosphate ore (‘‘matrix’’).

The matrix is placed by the dragline
into a shallow depression at the ground
surface, where the matrix is
disaggregated and converted to a slurry
by mixing it with water. The matrix
slurry is transported by electrically
powered pumps through pipelines to
the beneficiation facility, where the
phosphate rock is separated from the
sand and clay with which it is found in
the ore. The sand and clay are returned
to the mine for use in reclamation, again
by pipelines as slurries.

Three distinct methods of reclamation
will be used in creation of the post-
reclamation landscape. These are
known as: (1) The sand fill with
overburden cap method, (2) the shaped
overburden method, and (3) the crustal
development methods for reclamation of
clay settling areas.

Alternatives: Alternatives considered
include no action, mining a portion of
the area only-based on identification of
critical concerns, important natural
resources, and sensitive ecological
areas; in addition, alternatives will take
into consideration: mining method,
matrix transport, matrix processing,
waste sand and clay disposal, process
water sources, water management plan,
reclamation, and wetland preservation.
Various alternatives are available to
satisfy the objectives of each of these
components. Other alternatives that
might be identified under the scoping
process will also be addressed.

Issues: The EIS will consider impacts
on protected species, health,
conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns,
wetlands (and other aquatic resources),
historic properties, fish and wildlife
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values, flood hazards, floodplain values,
land use, navigation, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality,
energy needs, safety, food and fiber
production, mineral needs,
considerations of property ownership,
and, in general, the needs and welfare
of the people, and other issues
identified through scoping, public
involvement and interagency
coordination.

Scoping: Public meetings have been
conducted since early 1998 as part of
the Ecosystem Management Permitting
System as provided in Chapter 403.075,
Florida Statutes. The process was
facilitated by the Conflict Resolution
Consortium of Florida State University
and implemented by the Ecosystem
Management Team made up of
representatives of permitting entities,
and by the Public Work Group
composed of representatives of non-
permitting government agencies,
conservation and public interest groups,
and unaffiliated interested parties. The
issues raised by public participants at
these meetings will be incorporated into
the scoping process. At this time, there
are no plans for a public scoping
meeting. However, all parties are invited
to participate in the scoping process by
identifying concerns, issues, studies
needed, alternatives, procedures, and
other matters related to the scoping
process and forwarding them to the
information contact provided in this
notice.

Public Involvement: We invite the
participation of affected federal, state
and local agencies, affected Indian
tribes, and other interested private
organizations and parties by submitting
written comments to the information
contact provided in this notice.

Coordination: The proposed action is
being coordinated with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife (FWS) and the National
Marine Fisheries Services under Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act, with
the FWS under the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act, and with the
following State of Florida agencies:
State Historic Preservation Officer, Fish
& Wildlife Conservation Commission,
Department of Environmental
Protection, Bureau of Mine Reclamation.

Other Environmental Review and
Consultation: The proposed action
would involve application (to the State
of Florida) for Water Quality
Certification pursuant to Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act, and certification of
State lands, easements, and rights of
way.

DEIS Preparation: It is estimated that
the DEIS will be available to the public
on or about January 31, 2001.

Dated: August 1, 2000.
John R. Hall,
Chief, Regulatory Division.
[FR Doc. 00–20571 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710–AJ–M

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Privacy Act of 1974; Computer
Matching Program

AGENCY: Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice of computer matching
between the U.S. Department of
Education and the U.S. Postal Service.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Computer
Matching and Privacy Protection Act of
1988 and the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Guidelines on the
Conduct of Matching Programs, a notice
is hereby given of the computer
matching program between the U.S.
Department of Education (ED) and the
U.S. Postal Service (USPS). The
following notice represents the approval
of a new computer matching agreement
by the ED and USPS Data Integrity
Boards to implement the matching
program on the effective date as
indicated in paragraph E of this notice.

In accordance with the Privacy Act of
1974, as amended by the Computer
Matching and Privacy Protection Act of
1988, the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Final Guidelines on the
Conduct of Matching Programs (see 54
FR 25818, June 19, 1989), and OMB
Circular A–130, the following
information is provided:

A. Participating Agencies

The USPS is the recipient agency and
will perform the computer match with
debtor records provided by ED, the
source agency in this matching program.

B. Purposes of the Matching Program

This matching program will compare
USPS payroll and ED delinquent debtor
files for the purposes of identifying
postal employees who may owe
delinquent debts to the federal
government under programs
administered by the ED. The pay of an
employee identified and verified as a
delinquent debtor may be offset under
the provisions of the Debt Collection
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–365) when
voluntary payment is not made.

C. Legal Authorities Authorizing
Operation of the Match

This matching program will be
undertaken under the authority of the
Debt Collection Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–
365) which authorizes federal agencies
to offset a federal employee’s salary as

a means of satisfying delinquent debts
owed to the United States.

D. Categories of Individuals Involved
and Identification of Records Used

The following systems of records,
maintained by the participant agencies
under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C.
552a), as amended by the Computer
Matching and Privacy Protection Act of
1988 (Pub. L. 100–503), will be used to
disclose records for this matching
program:

1. USPS’ ‘‘Finance Records—Payroll
System, USPS 050–020,’’ containing
records for approximately 800,000
employees. (Disclosure will be made
pursuant to routine use No. 24 of USPS
050–020, which last appeared in the
Federal Register on December 4, 1992
(57 FR 57515).)

2. ED’s ‘‘Title IV Program Files’’ (18–
11–05), containing debt records for
approximately 3,000,000 borrowers. (A
notice of this system was last published
in the Federal Register on June 4, 1999
(64 FR 30106).)

E. Beginning and Ending Dates of the
Matching Program

The matching program will become
effective 40 days after a copy of the
agreement, as approved by the Data
Integrity Board of each agency, is sent
to Congress and the Office of
Management and Budget, or 30 days
after publication of this notice in the
Federal Register, whichever date is
later. The matching program will
continue for 18 months after the
effective date. The agreement may be
extended for one additional year beyond
that period, if within 90 days prior to
the actual expiration date of the
matching agreement, the Data Integrity
Boards of both the USPS and ED find
that the computer matching program
will be conducted without change and
each party certifies that the matching
program has been conducted in
compliance with the matching
agreement.

F. Address for Receipt of Comments
and Inquiries

If you wish to comment on this
matching program or obtain additional
information about the program
including a copy of the computer
matching agreement between ED and
USPS, contact John R. Adams, U.S.
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., room 5114 ROB–3,
Washington, DC 20202–5320.
Telephone: (202) 205–5311. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD), you may call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–
800–877–8339.
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