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comments on the Internet, take the
following steps: Go to the Docket
Management System (DMS) Web page of
the Department of Transportation (http:/
/dms.dot.gov/). On that page, click on
“search.” On the next page (http://
dms.dot.gov/search/), type in the four-
digit docket number shown at the
beginning of this document. The docket
number for this document is MARAD
2000-7841. After typing the docket
number, click on “search.” On the next
page, which contains docket summary
information for the docket you selected,
click on the desired comments. You
may download the comments.

Application Request

Pursuant to section 506 of the
Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended
(Act), Marine Transport Corporation
(MTQ), by letter dated August 2, 2000,
requests approval of the temporary
transfer of the integrated tug barge, SMT
Chemical Trader, Official Numbers
631332 and 631333, to the coastwise
trade for a period of approximately four
months beginning between November 1,
2000, and November 18, 2000. (MTC
advises that because SMT Chemical
Trader will be undergoing a required
drydocking in early November, it is
impossible at this time to know
precisely when it will leave the yard
and when the approximately four-
month waiver period, if granted, will
begin.)

MTC provides the following
statements in its letter dated August 2,
2000, in support of its request for
approval under section 506 of the Act:

MTC is requesting approval of this
temporary transfer to replace Marine
Chemist, Official No. 529399, which is
currently scheduled to begin its sixth
special survey and a major drydocking
on or about November 15, 2000.

MTC is requesting permission for a
four-month transfer of SMT Chemical
Trader in order to provide MTC with
sufficient time to determine whether:
(A) it will undertake the drydock
needed for Marine Chemist to continue
to trade after November 30, 2000; or (B)
Marine Chemist will be laid up,
scrapped or retired no later than March
18, 2001, from Jones Act service (March
18, 2001, is the date upon which the
Construction-Differential Subsidy
contract restrictions which currently
apply to SMT Chemical Trader expire,
leaving the vessel free to participate in
the Jones Act trade). In no case,
however, would the two vessels operate
in the Jones Act trade at the same time
during the four-month waiver request
period.

Marine Chemist has a deadweight
capacity of approximately 35,000 tons

and is capable of the simultaneous
carriage of up to 36 different cargoes,
some of which require coated tanks,
some of which require heated tanks,
some of which require stainless steel
tanks and some of which require tanks
capable of carrying heavy cargoes with
high specific gravities. Marine Chemist’s
unique configuration is required for its
performance of five long-term contracts
of affreightment, some of which have
terms in excess of six years. Together,
these contracts utilize approximately 90
percent of the vessel’s cargo carrying
capacity. Marine Chemist also carries
small parcel cargoes from time-to-time.
While SMT Chemical Trader is not
identical to Marine Chemist, MTC
believes that SMT Chemical Trader’s
combination of stainless tanks, coated
tanks, heavy cargo tanks and her ability
to carry a variety of cargoes
simultaneously make her well suited to
stand in for Marine Chemist while MTC
determines the future of that vessel.

Because SMT Chemical Trader will
only be used during the approximately
four-month transfer period to perform
the contracts of affreightment and to
carry those parcel cargoes currently
carried by Marine Chemist, permitting
the entry of SMT Chemical Trader into
the Jones Act will have no competitive
impact on that trade. By substituting
one of its own vessels for Marine
Chemist, MTC will be able to maintain
vital long-term business relationships
with customers who entered into long-
term contracts with MTC with the
expectation and belief that their cargoes
would, throughout the term of the
contracts, be carried by and under the
operational supervision of MTC
personnel. MTC believes that its safety
and operating history is the best in the
Jones Act chemical trade, and it has
developed, over many years,
procedures, relationships and routines
specific to the cargoes carried for these
customers, all of whom place the
highest premium on service and safety.
MTC also believes that the use of any
non-MTC vessels and personnel for the
performance of MTC’s specific
contractual obligations assigned to
Marine Chemist would be at odds with
the expectations of its customers and a
source of genuine concern to them.

In response to a request by the
Maritime Administration, MTGC, by
letter dated August 15, 2000, includes
the following information:

Marine Chemist currently trades
between ports in the Gulf of Mexico and
the West Coast of the United States,
including Portland, Oregon, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles. If the four-
month waiver is granted for SMT
Chemical Trader, it will serve the same

geographic area of the coast currently
served by Marine Chemist.

This notice is published as a matter of
discretion, and the fact of its publication
should in no way be considered a
favorable or unfavorable decision on the
application, as filed, or as may be
amended. MARAD will consider all
comments submitted in a timely
fashion, and will take such action as
may be deemed appropriate.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program)

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
Dated: August 23, 2000.
Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration
[FR Doc. 00-21923 Filed 8-25-00; 8:45 am]
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Decision That Nonconforming 1993-
1994 Volkswagen EuroVan Multi-
Purpose Passenger Vehicles Are
Eligible for Importation

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of decision by NHTSA
that nonconforming 1993-1994
Volkswagen EuroVan multi-purpose
passenger vehicles (MPVs) are eligible
for importation.

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
decision by NHTSA that 1993—-1994
Volkswagen EuroVan MPVs not
originally manufactured to comply with
all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety standards are eligible for
importation into the United States
because they are substantially similar to
vehicles originally manufactured for
importation into and sale in the United
States and certified by their
manufacturer as complying with the
safety standards (the U.S. certified
version of the 1993—-1994 Volkswagen
EuroVan), and they are capable of being
readily altered to conform to the
standards.

DATES: This decision is effective August
28, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George Entwistle, Office of Vehicle
Safety Compliance, NHTSA (202-366—
5306).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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Background

Under 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A), a
motor vehicle that was not originally
manufactured to conform to all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards shall be refused admission
into the United States unless NHTSA
has decided that the motor vehicle is
substantially similar to a motor vehicle
originally manufactured for importation
into and sale in the United States,
certified under 49 U.S.C. 30115, and of
the same model year as the model of the
motor vehicle to be compared, and is
capable of being readily altered to
conform to all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards.

Petitions for eligibility decisions may
be submitted by either manufacturers or
importers who have registered with
NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR part 592. As
specified in 49 CFR 593.7, NHTSA
publishes notice in the Federal Register
of each petition that it receives, and
affords interested persons an
opportunity to comment on the petition.
At the close of the comment period,
NHTSA decides, on the basis of the
petition and any comments that it has
received, whether the vehicle is eligible
for importation. The agency then
publishes this decision in the Federal
Register.

J.K. Motors of Kingsville, Maryland
(“J.K.”) (Registered Importer 90—006)
petitioned NHTSA to decide whether
1993-1995 Volkswagen EuroVan MPVs
are eligible for importation into the
United States. NHTSA published notice
of the petition on June 3, 1999 (64 FR
29940) to afford an opportunity for
public comment. The reader is referred
to that notice for a thorough description
of the petition.

One comment was received in
response to the notice of the petition,
from Volkswagen of America, Inc.
(“Volkswagen”), the United States
representative of Volkswagen AG, the
vehicles’ manufacturer. In this
comment, Volkswagen observed that
modifications beyond those described in
the petition would have to be performed
to conform a non-U.S. certified EuroVan
MPYV to Standard No. 114, Theft
Protection. Volkswagen specifically
noted that in addition to the installation
of a warning buzzer for the ignition key,
a transmission to ignition key interlock
system must be installed. Volkswagen
stated that this requires a new ignition
lock and a relay switch mechanism with
a plunger lock for the transmission
lockout at the transmission shifter.

Volkswagen also stated that the
modifications identified in the petition
to conform a non-U.S. certified EuroVan
MPYV to Standard No. 208, Occupant

Crash Protection, would be appropriate
only for vehicles produced up to
September 1, 1994, the date on which
the standard’s automatic restraint
requirements began to be phased in for
MPVs. Volkswagen further observed
that it sold factory production EuroVan
MPVs in the U.S. market in the 1993
and 1994 model years, but that in the
1995 and 1996 model years, the vehicle
was only available in a multistage
camper version that was not subject to
the automatic restraint phase-in
requirements. Because the vehicles
identified in the petition are not the
multistage camper version of the
EuroVan MPV, Volkswagen contended
that all such vehicles produced after
September 1, 1994 would have to
comply with the automatic restraint
requirement through the installation of
an air bag system. Volkswagen stated
that such a system was not available in
the vehicles that it produced for the
1995 model year. Volkswagen
contended that the installation of such
a system would require significant
additions and alterations to the vehicle,
including a new steering column and
steering wheel for the driver side and a
different instrument panel with welded
attachment structures and brackets for
installing the instrument panel into the
vehicle. Volkswagen observed that the
air bag control module is mounted at the
tunnel area to support brackets welded
to the vehicle structure. Because the
control module contains the system
sensor, Volkswagen asserted that the
procedure by which it is installed is
critical to system performance.
Volkswagen further observed that a knee
impact bar would also have to be
installed in the vehicles to comply with
the unbelted crash test requirements of
the standard. Given the complexity of
these modifications, and the welding
that would be required to install the air
bag system, Volkswagen expressed
significant concern that the vehicles
could be readily altered to comply with
the standard.

NHTSA accorded J.K. an opportunity
to respond to Volkswagen’s comment.
To address the Standard No. 114
compliance issues raised by
Volkswagen, J.K. stated that a key
warning system will be added to the
vehicles, and a new ignition lock and a
relay switch mechanism with a plunger
lock for the transmission lockout at the
transmission shifter. To address the
Standard 208 issues raised by
Volkswagen, ].K. requested that 1995
model year vehicles be dropped from its
petition.

NHTSA believes that J.K.’s decision to
drop 1995 model year vehicles from its
petition fully addresses the Standard

No. 208 compliance issues raised by
Volkswagen. NHTSA further notes that
the modifications described by J.K. to
achieve compliance with Standard No.
114, which have been performed with
relative ease on thousands of motor
vehicles imported over the years, would
not preclude non-U.S. certified 1993—
1994 Volkswagen EuroVan MPVs from
being found “‘capable of being readily
altered to comply with applicable motor
vehicle safety standards.” Accordingly,
NHTSA has decided to grant the
petition.

Vehicle Eligibility Number for Subject
Vehicles

The importer of a vehicle admissible
under any final decision must indicate
on the form HS-7 accompanying entry
the appropriate vehicle eligibility
number indicating that the vehicle is
eligible for entry. VSP-306 is the
vehicle eligibility number assigned to
vehicles admissible under this notice of
final decision.

Final Decision

Accordingly, on the basis of the
foregoing, NHTSA hereby decides that
1993-1994 Volkswagen EuroVan MPVs
not originally manufactured to comply
with all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards are
substantially similar to 1993-1994
Volkswagen EuroVan MPVs originally
manufactured for importation into and
sale in the United States and certified
under 49 U.S.C. 30115, and are capable
of being readily altered to conform to all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: August 23, 2000.

Marilynne Jacobs,

Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 00-21925 Filed 8—25-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms

Delegation Order—Delegation of the
Director’s Authorities in 27 CFR Parts
6, 8,10 and 11

1. Purpose. This order delegates
certain authorities of the Director to
subordinate ATF officers and prescribes
the subordinate ATF officers with
whom persons file documents which are
not ATF forms.

2. Background. Under current
regulations, the Director has authority to
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