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(h) Confidentiality of records. NMFS
and its auditing agents shall maintain
the confidentiality of all data to which
NMFS has access under this section and
shall neither release the data nor allow
the data’s use for any purpose other
than the purpose of this subpart, unless
otherwise required by law; provided,
however, that NMFS may aggregate such
data so as to preclude their
identification with any fish buyer or any
fish seller and use them in the aggregate
for other purposes.

(i) Refunds. When NMFS determines
that the loan is fully repaid, NMFS will
refund any excess fee receipts, on a last-
in/first-out basis, to the fish buyers. Fish
buyers shall return the refunds, on a
last-in/first-out basis, to the fish sellers
who paid the amounts refunded.

§679.64 Late charges.

The late charge to fish buyers for fee
payment, collection, deposit, and/or
disbursement shall be one and one-half
(1.5) percent per month, or the
maximum rate permitted by state law,
for the total amount of the fee not paid,
collected, deposited, and/or disbursed
when due to be paid, collected,
deposited, and/or disbursed within 5
days of the date due. The full late charge
shall apply to the fee for each month or
portion of a month that the fee remains
unpaid, uncollected, undeposited, and/
or undisbursed.

§679.65 Enforcement.

In accordance with applicable law or
other authority, NMFS may take
appropriate action against each fish
seller and/or fish buyer responsible for
non-payment, non-collection, non-
deposit, and/or non-disbursement of the
fee in accordance with this subpart to
enforce the collection from such fish
seller and/or fish buyer of any fee
(including penalties and all costs of
collection) due and owing the United
States on account of the loan that such
fish seller and/or fish buyer should
have, but did not, pay, collect, deposit,
and/or disburse in accordance with this
subpart. All such loan recoveries shall
be applied to reduce the unpaid balance
of the loan.

§679.66 Prohibitions and penalties.

(a) The following activities are
prohibited, and it is unlawful for
anyone to:

(1) Avoid, decrease, interfere with,
hinder, or delay payment or collection
of, or otherwise fail to fully and
properly pay or collect, any fee due and
payable under this subpart or convert,
or otherwise use for any purpose other
than the purpose this subpart intends,
any paid or collected fee;

(2) Fail to fully and properly deposit
on time the full amount of all fee
revenue collected under this subpart
into a deposit account and disburse the
full amount of all deposit principal to
the subaccount’s lockbox account—all
as this subpart requires;

(3) Fail to maintain full, timely, and
proper fee payment, collection, deposit,
and/or disbursement records or make
full, timely, and proper reports of such
information to NMFS—-all as this
subpart requires;

(4) Fail to advise NMFS of any fish
seller’s refusal to pay, or of any fish
buyer’s refusal to collect, any fee due
and payable under this subpart;

(5) Refuse to allow NMFS or agents
that NMFS designates to review and
audit at reasonable times all books and
records reasonably pertinent to fee
payment, collection, deposit,
disbursement, and accounting under
this subpart or otherwise interfere with,
hinder, or delay NMFS or it agents in
the course of their activities under this
subpart;

(6) Make false statements to NMFS,
any of the NMFS’ employees, or any of
NMFS’ agents about any of the matters
in this subpart;

(7) Obstruct, prevent, or unreasonably
delay or attempt to obstruct, prevent, or
unreasonably delay any audit or
investigation NMFS or its agents
conduct, or attempt to conduct, in
connection with any of the matters in
this subpart; and/or

(8) Otherwise materially interfere
with the efficient and effective
repayment of the loan.

(b) Anyone who violates one or more
of the prohibitions of paragraph (a) of
this section is subject to the full range
of penalties the Magnuson-Stevens Act
and 15 CFR part 904 provide (including,
but not limited to: civil penalties,
sanctions, forfeitures, and punishment
for criminal offenses) and to the full
penalties and punishments otherwise
provided by any other applicable law of
the United States.
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
620 outside the Shelikof Strait
conservation area in the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the interim 2000
pollock total allowable catch (TAC) for
Statistical Area 620 outside the Shelikof
Strait conservation area established by
the 2000 Interim Specifications and
amended by the emergency interim rule
implementing Steller sea lion protection
measures for the pollock fisheries off
Alaska.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), January 28, 2000, until
1200 hrs, A.L.t., March 15, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907-586—-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The interim 2000 pollock TAC in
Statistical Area 620 outside the Shelikof
Strait conservation area as amended by
the emergency interim rule
implementing Steller sea lion protection
measures for the pollock fisheries off
Alaska (65 FR 3892, January 25, 2000)
is 3,252 metric tons (mt), determined in
accordance with §679.20(c)(2)(d).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the interim TAC of
pollock in Statistical Area 620 outside
the Shelikof Strait conservation area
will soon be reached. Therefore, the
Regional Administrator is establishing a
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directed fishing allowance of 2,752 mt,
and is setting aside the remaining 500
mt as bycatch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries. In
accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii), the
Regional Administrator finds that this
directed fishing allowance will soon be
reached. Consequently, NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for pollock
in Statistical Area 620 outside the
Shelikof Strait conservation area in the
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the seasonal allocation of
pollock in Statistical Area 620 outside
the Shelikof Strait conservation area.
Providing prior notice and an
opportunity for public comment is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. Further delay would only result
in overharvest. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action should not be delayed for 30
days. Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C.
553(d), a delay in the effective date is
hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 28, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-2323 Filed 1-28-00; 5:02 pm]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock by vessels greater
than 99 ft length overall (LOA) catching
pollock independently of a fishing
cooperative for processing by the
inshore component in the Steller sea
lion conservation area (SCA) of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary because the interim A season
inside SCA allocation of pollock total
allowable catch (TAC) specified for the
vessels greater than 99 ft LOA within
the SCA catching pollock independently
of a fishing cooperative will be reached.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), January 30, 2000, until
1200 hrs, A.Lt., April 1, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with
§679.20(a)(5)(1)(C)(2), § 679.20
(a)(5)(1)(D)(3), and the revised interim
2000 TAC amounts for pollock in the
Bering Sea subarea (65 FR 4520, January
28, 2000) the A season allocation of
TAC specified to the sector of the
inshore component fishing
independently of a cooperative for
harvest within the SCA is 5,027 metric
tons (mt).

In accordance with
§679.22(a)(11)(iv)(A) and (D)(2) the
Administrator, Alaska Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator), has
determined that the A season allocation
of pollock TAC specified to the inshore
sector fishing for pollock independently
of a cooperative for harvest within the
SCA will be reached. The Regional
Administrator has estimated that 1,000
mt is likely to be harvested by catcher
vessels less than or equal to 99 ft LOA
fishing independently of a cooperative
during the remainder of the A season
and is reserving that amount to
accommodate fishing by such vessels
after the closure of the SCA to vessels
greater than 99 ft LOA fishing
independently of a cooperative.

Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock by vessels
greater than 99 ft LOA fishing
independently of a cooperative that are

catching pollock for processing by the
inshore component in the SCA, as
defined at §679.22(a)(11)(iv).

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent exceeding the A season
allocation of pollock TAC specified to
the sector fishing independently of a
cooperative for harvest within the SCA.
A delay in the effective date is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. Further delay would result in
noncompliance with reasonable and
prudent management measures
implemented to promote the recovery of
the endangered Steller sea lion. NMFS
finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action can not be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.22
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 28, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-2322 Filed 1-31-00; 9:48 am]
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Zone Off Alaska; Atka

Mackerel in the Eastern Aleutian
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Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Atka mackerel with gears
other than jig in the Eastern Aleutian
District and the Bering Sea subarea of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
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