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research and development activities that
relate directly to ongoing regulatory
actions should be submitted, as in the
past, to the agency’s Safety Performance
Standards Office. Transcripts of these
meetings will be available for public
inspection in the DOT Docket in
Washington, DC, within four weeks after
the meeting. Copies of the transcript
will then be available at ten cents a
page, (length has varied from 80 to 150
pages) upon request to DOT Docket,
Room PL-401, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590. The DOT
Docket is open to the public from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The transcript may also
be accessed electronically at http://
dms.dot.gov, at docket NHTSA-99—
5087. Questions to be answered at the
public meeting should be organized by
categories to help us process the
questions into an agenda form more
efficiently.

Sample format:

I. Rulemaking

A. Crash avoidance

B. Crashworthiness

C. Other Rulemakings
II. Consumer Information
II1. Miscellaneous

NHTSA will provide auxiliary aids to
participants as necessary. Any person
desiring assistance of “‘auxiliary aids”
(e.g., sign-language interpreter,
telecommunications devices for deaf
persons (TDDs), readers, taped texts,
brailled materials, or large print
materials and/or a magnifying device),
please contact Delia Lopez on (202)
366—1810, by COB Monday, July 15,
2002.

Issued: May 14, 2002.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 02—12428 Filed 5-16—02; 8:45 am]|
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Century Products; Receipt of
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Century Products, a Division of Graco
Children’s Products, Inc. (“Century
Products” and “Graco”’), of Macedonia,
Ohio, has determined that as many as
185,175 child restraints may fail to
comply with 49 CFR 571.213, Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS)
No. 213, “Child Restraint Systems,” and
has filed appropriate reports pursuant to

49 CFR part 573, “Defects and
Noncompliance Reports.”” Century
Products has also applied to be
exempted from the notification and
remedy requirements of 49 U.S.C.
Chapter 301—*‘Motor Vehicle Safety”
on the basis that the noncompliance is
inconsequential to safety.

This notice of receipt of an
application is published under 49
U.S.C. 30118 and 30120, and does not
represent any agency decision or other
exercise of judgement concerning the
merits of the application.

FMVSS No. 213, Paragraph S5.1.1,
states that when a child restraint system
is tested in accordance with S6.1, it
shall “exhibit no complete separation of
any load bearing structural element and
no partial separation exposing either
surfaces with a radius of less than 1/4
inch or surfaces with protrusions greater
than 3/8 inch above the immediate
adjacent surrounding contactable
surface of any structural element of the
system.”

In its part 573 Defect and
Noncompliance Report filed with the
agency on December 11, 2001, Century
Products states “On December 5, 2001,
Century Products * * * decided that a
noncompliance with Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 213 exists
in* * *certain * * * “Celestia” model
infant car seats manufactured by
Century Products * * *” The Celestia
infant seat is sold with a detachable
base that may be used to permit a fixed
installation into the vehicle, allowing
the child seat to be taken in and out of
the vehicle without having to do a new
installation each time. The Celestia
infant seat can also be used without the
detachable base. Century Products has
identified 185,175 Celestia infant car
seats manufactured between January 1,
2000 and December 6, 2001 that may
contain this noncompliance. In its
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance,
Century Products states that it:
has discovered variations in the plastic
molding process during the manufacture of
the plastic shell of the carrier portion (not the
base) of the Subject Products, which can
result in a void in the shell wall. This void
may cause shell wall separation during the
dynamic crash test specified by FMVSS No.
213 when the base is not used, rendering the
seat noncompliant * * * There is no
noncompliance when the car seat is installed
in the vehicle with the base.

In its part 573 Report, Century
Products states that:

Graco conducted a dynamic crash test
audit of its Celestia infant car seats on
December 4, 2001. Graco tested (ten) 10
Celestia infant car seats without the base,
randomly taken from inventory. Four (4) of

the ten (10) units exhibited wall separation
and the presence of a void at the initiation
point of the separation. As a result of this
audit testing, Graco determined that a
noncompliance existed.

Century Products believes that the
FMVSS No. 213 noncompliance
described above is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety. Century Products
supports its application for
inconsequential noncompliance with
the following:

The risk of injury resulting from the wall
separation during the dynamic crash test is
inconsequential for several reasons. First, the
shell wall separation does not affect,
increase, or adversely influence the seat back
angle. Thus, the restraint systems comply
with FMVSS 213 S5.1.4, which provides that
“[w]hen a rear-facing child restraint system
is tested in accordance with S6.1, the angle
between the system’s back support surface
for the child and the vertical shall not exceed
70 degrees.”

Second, all portions of the test dummy’s
torso were retained within the system and all
other requirements regarding target points on
either side of the dummy’s head comply with
FMVSS 213 S5.1.3.2.

Third, the infant shell remained securely
attached to the lap belt during testing. The
separation did not contribute to any
degradation in the ability of the vehicle belt
to retain the infant seat in its original
position.

Fourth, the shell wall separation did not
create an opening that contributes to the
pinching, shearing, or scissoring of fingers,
toes, or limbs or any other body part of either
the occupant or an adjacent child seated next
to the infant seat. The seat pad also acts as
a mechanism to keep the occupant from
contacting the separated area.

Fifth, the shell wall separation occurs at
relatively high energy levels, with the
separation occurring late in the application of
energy of the crash test (as revealed by
Century Products’ review of the flexing of the
infant shell wall). Few motor vehicle
accidents occur at the maximum energy
levels of the dynamic crash test. The
possibility of a wall separation occurring in
the field therefore is remote.

Sixth, the shell wall separation occurs only
in a high stress area on the shell when the
shell is used without the base. When the
shell is used with the base, the area in
question experiences no significant stress.
All of the subject products were sold with a
stay-in-the-car base. The base is the most
predominately used mode with the infant
shell due to its convenience of removing the
carrier from the vehicle.

Seventh, in the approximately 18 months
that the infant shell has been in use in the
subject products, there have been no reports
of any incidents or complaints regarding the
wall separation on the shell.

Eighth, product owners are advised in the
accompanying literature that the seat should
be discarded following a crash. In addition,
it is a well-known industry practice to
discontinue using a child restraint after it has
experienced a crash. Thus, there is little risk
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of injury from the wall separation during a
subsequent incident.

Based on the above, Century Products
believes that a child subjected to a crash will
be fully protected as required by FMVSS 213.
Under the circumstances as set forth above,
Century Products believes that the
noncompliance is inconsequential as it
relates to motor vehicle safety. Accordingly,
Century Products respectfully requests that it
be exempt from the notice and remedy
procedures of the Safety Act.

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments on the applications of
Century Products described above.
Comments should refer to the docket
number and be submitted to: U.S.
Department of Transportation Docket
Management, Room PL-401, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590. It is requested, but not required,
that two copies be submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated below will be considered. The
application and supporting materials,
and all comments received after the
closing date, will also be filed and will
be considered to the extent possible.
When the application is granted or
denied, the notice will be published in
the Federal Register pursuant to the
authority indicated below.

Comment closing date: June 17, 2002.

(49 U.S.C. 30118 and 30120; delegations of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8)

Issued on: May 13, 2002.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 02—-12426 Filed 5-16—-02; 8:45 am]
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Krystal Enterprises, Inc., Grant of
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Krystal Koach, Inc., (Krystal), a
California Corporation, dba Krystal
Enterprises, has determined that 1,725
Krystal buses produced between June
1996 and November 27, 2001, do not
meet the labeling requirements of
paragraph S5.3 of Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 120, “Tire
Selection and Rims for Motor Vehicles
Other than Passenger Cars.” Pursuant to
49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 30120(h),
Krystal has petitioned for a
determination that this noncompliance
is inconsequential to motor vehicle

safety and has filed an appropriate
report pursuant to 49 CFR part 573,
“Defect and Noncompliance Reports.”

Notice of receipt of the application
was published, with a 30-day comment
period, on February 19, 2002, in the
Federal Register (67 FR 7446). NHTSA
received no comments on this
application during the 30-day comment
period.

Paragraph S5.3 of FMVSS No. 120
states that each vehicle shall show the
information on tires and rims specified
in S5.3.1 and S5.3.2, respectively, either
on the vehicle certification label
required by 49 CFR part 567, or on a tire
information label, in both English and
metric units. The standard also shows
an example of the prescribed format.

Paragraph S5.3 states that each
vehicle shall show the appropriate
weight rating and tire information in
metric and English units. This
information must appear either on the
certification label or a tire information
label, lettered in block capitals and
numerals not less than 2.4 millimeters
high, and in the prescribed format.

The certification label affixed to
Krystal’s buses failed to comply with
S5.3 because of the omission of metric
measurements, and Krystal did not
separately provide the metric
measurements on another label, the
alternative allowed by FMVSS No. 120
(the use of metric measurements is
required by FMVSS No. 120, pursuant
to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards: Metric Conversion, 60 FR
13639, published on March 14, 1995,
and effective on March 14, 1996).

Krystal supports its application for
inconsequential noncompliance with
the following statements:

(1) The correct information is shown
on the certification label in English
units;

(2) Krystal has not received any
complaints or inquiries concerning a
lack of a Metric equivalent of the subject
information on the label;

(3) Krystal is not aware of any safety
related incidents related to this
noncompliance;

(4) All Krystal buses were sold in
countries that predominantly use the
English system of units. In fact, Krystal
buses were only sold in the U.S. and
Canada.

The purpose of labeling requirements
in S5.3, Label information, of FMVSS
No. 120 is to provide safe operation of
vehicles by ensuring that those vehicles
are equipped with tires of appropriate
size and load rating, and rims of
appropriate size and type designation.
Section 5164 of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act (Pub. L. 100-418)
makes it the United States policy that

the metric system of measurement is the
preferred system of weights and
measures for U.S. trade and commerce.
On March 14, 1995, NHTSA published
in the Federal Register (60 FR 13693)
the final rule that metric measurements
be used in S5.3 of FMVSS No. 120. The
effective date for this final rule was
March 14, 1996.

Based on the agency’s telephone
discussions with the petitioner, Krystal
management has extensively reviewed
the processes, the causes of these
noncompliances have been isolated, and
changes in the processes have been
instituted to prevent any future
occurrences. The noncompliance is
limited to the buses addressed in this
notice.

The omission of the metric
measurements from Krystal’s
certification label is unlikely to have
any affect on motor vehicle safety. The
agency agrees with Krystal that the
present label on these buses is likely to
achieve the safety purpose of the
required information. First, all the
correct English unit information
required by FMVSS No. 120 is provided
on the certification label. Second, the
information contained on the label is of
the correct size. Third, the information
contained on the label is in the
prescribed format.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA has decided that the applicant
has met its burden of persuasion that
the noncompliance it describes is
inconsequential to motor vehicle safety.
Accordingly, Krystal’s application is
hereby granted, and the applicant is
exempted from the obligation of
providing notification of, and a remedy
for, the noncompliance.

(49 U.S.C. 30118 and 30120; delegations of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8).

Issued on: May 13, 2002.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 02—12427 Filed 5-16—02; 8:45 am]|
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Petition for Exemption From the
Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard;
Ford

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Grant of petition for exemption.
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