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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Research Service

Advisory Committee on Biotechnology
and 21st Century Agriculture;
Nominations

AGENCY: Office of the Under Secretary,
Research, Education, and Economics,
USDA.
ACTION: Advisory Committee on
Biotechnology and 21st Century
Agriculture; nominations.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Research
Service is requesting nominations for
qualified persons to serve as members of
the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Biotechnology and 21st Century
Agriculture (ACBTCA).
DATES: Written nominations must be
received by fax or postmarked on or
before February 28, 2002.
ADDRESSES: All nomination materials
should be sent to Michael Schechtman,
Designated Federal Official, Office of
the Deputy Secretary, USDA, 202B
Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250. Forms may also
be submitted by fax to (202) 690–4265.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions should be addressed to
Michael Schechtman, Designated
Federal Official, telephone (202) 720–
3817; fax (202) 690–4265; email
mschechtman@ars.usda.gov. To obtain
form AD–755 ONLY please contact
Vanessa Simon, Office of Pest
Management Policy, telephone (202)
690–8647, fax (202) 690–4265; email
vsimon@ars.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Advisory Committee Purpose: USDA

supports the responsible development
and application of biotechnology within
the global food and agricultural system.
Biotechnology intersects many of the
policies, programs and functions of
USDA. The charge for the ACBCTA

shall be two-fold: to examine the long-
term impacts of biotechnology on the
U.S. food and agriculture system and
USDA; and to provide guidance to
USDA on pressing individual issues,
identified by the Office of the Secretary,
related to the application of
biotechnology in agriculture. The
ACBTCA replaces the USDA Advisory
Committee on Agricultural
Biotechnology. The ACBTCA will meet
in Washington, DC, up to four (4) times
per year.

Membership: Members of the
ACBTCA should have recognized
expertise in one or more of the
following areas: recombinant-DNA
(rDNA) research and applications using
plants; rDNA research and applications
using animals; rDNA research and
applications using microbes; food
science; silviculture and related forest
science; fisheries science; ecology;
veterinary medicine; the broad range of
farming or agricultural practices; weed
science; plant pathology; biodiversity;
applicable laws and regulations relevant
to agricultural biotechnology policy;
risk assessment; consumer advocacy
and public attitudes; public health/
epidemiology; ethics, including
bioethics; human medicine;
biotechnology industry activities and
structure; intellectual property rights
systems; and international trade.
Members will be selected by the
Secretary of Agriculture in order to
achieve a balanced representation of
viewpoints to address effectively USDA
biotechnology policy issues under
consideration.

Nominations for ACBTCA
membership must be in writing and
provide the appropriate background
documents required by USDA policy,
including background disclosure form
AD–755. Neither the form nor the
information it contains may be released
to the public, except as authorized by
law.

No member may serve on the
ACBTCA for more than six consecutive
years. Nominees will initially serve for
terms of 1 or 2 years for purposes of
continuity.

Members of the ACBTCA and its
subcommittees shall serve without pay,
but with reimbursement of travel
expenses and per diem for attendance at
ACBTCA and subcommittee functions
for those ACBTCA members who
require assistance in order to attend the

meetings. While away from home or
their regular place of business, those
members will be eligible for travel
expenses paid by REE, USDA, including
per diem in lieu of subsistence, at the
same rate as a person employed
intermittently in the government service
is allowed under Section 5703 of Title
5, United States Code.

Submitting Nominations:
Nominations should be typed and
include the following:

1. A brief summary of no more than
two (2) pages explaining the nominee’s
suitability to serve on the ACBTCA.

2. A resume or curriculum vitae.
3. A completed copy of form AD–755.
Nominations should be sent to

Michael Schechtman at the address
listed above, and be post marked no
later than February 28, 2002.

USDA is actively soliciting
nominations of qualified minorities,
women, persons with disabilities and
members of low income populations. To
ensure that recommendations of the
ACBTCA take into account the needs of
underserved and diverse communities
served by the USDA, membership shall
include, to the extent practicable,
individuals with demonstrated ability to
represent minorities, women, and
persons with disabilities.

Dated: January 18, 2002.
Joseph Jen,
Under Secretary for Research, Education and
Economics.
[FR Doc. 02–2135 Filed 1–28–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–03–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

[Docket No. 01–047N]

Codex Alimentarius Commission: 34th
Session of the Codex Committee on
Food Additives and Contaminants

AGENCY: Office of the Under Secretary
for Food Safety, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting,
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Office of the Under
Secretary for Food Safety, U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and
the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), are sponsoring a public meeting
on February 4, 2002, to provide
information and receive public
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comments on agenda items that will be
discussed at the meeting of the Codex
Committee on Food Additives and
Contaminants (CCFAC), which will be
held in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, on
March 11–15, 2002. The Under
Secretary and FDA recognize the
importance of providing interested
parties the opportunity to obtain
background information on the Thirty-
fourth Session of the Additives and
Contaminants Committee of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission (Codex) and
to address items on the Agenda for the
34th CCFAC.
DATES: The public meeting is scheduled
for Monday, February 4th, 2002, from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The public meeting will be
held in Room 1409, FOB 8, 200 C. St.
SW., Washington, DC. To receive copies
of the documents referenced in the
notice contact the FSIS Docket Clerk,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food
Safety and Inspection Service, Room
102, Cotton Annex, 300 12th Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20250–3700. The
documents will also be accessible via
the World Wide Web at the following
address: http://
www.codexalimentarius.net/ccfac34/
fa02—01e.htm. If you have comments,
please send an original and two copies
to the FSIS Docket Room, Docket #01–
047N. All comments submitted will be
available for public inspection in the
Docket Clerk’s Office between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patrick J. Clerkin, Associate U.S.
Manager for Codex, U.S. Codex Office,
FSIS Room 4861, South Building, 1400
Independence Avenue S.W.,
Washington, DC 20250–3700, telephone:
(202) 205–7760, Fax: (202) 720–3157.
Persons requiring a sign language
interpreter or other special
accommodations should notify Mr.
Patrick J. Clerkin at the above telephone
number.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Codex was established in 1962 by two

United Nations organizations, the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and
the World Health Organization (WHO).
Codex is the major international
organization for protecting the health
and economic interests of consumers
and encouraging fair international trade
in food. Through adoption of food
standards, codes of practice, and other
guidelines developed by its committees,
and by promoting their adoption and
implementation by governments, Codex
seeks to ensure that the world’s food
supply is sound, wholesome, free from

adulteration, and correctly labeled. In
the United States, USDA, FDA, and EPA
manage and carry out U.S. Codex
activities.

The Codex Committee on Food
Additives and Contaminants establishes
or endorses maximum or guideline
levels for individual food additives, for
contaminants (including environmental
contaminants) and for naturally
occurring toxicants in foodstuffs and
animal feeds. In addition, the
Committee prepares priority lists of food
additives and contaminants for
toxicological evaluation by the Joint
FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food
Additives; recommends specifications
of identity and purity for food additives
for adoption by the Commission;
considers methods of analysis and
sampling for the determination of food
additives and contaminants in food; and
considers and elaborates standards or
codes for related subjects such as the
labelling of food additives when sold as
such, and food irradiation. The
Committee is chaired by The
Netherlands.

Issues To Be Discussed at the Public
Meeting

The provisional agenda items will be
discussed during the public meeting:
1. Adoption of the Agenda (CX/FAC 02/

1)
2. Matters referred by the Codex

Alimentarius Commission and other
Codex Committees (CX/FAC 02/2)
3. Summary Report of the 57th

Meeting of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert
Committee on Food Additives (JECFA)

4. Action Required as a Result of
Changes in ADI Status and other
Toxicological Recommendations (CX/
FAC 02/3)

5. Discussion Paper on the
Application of Risk Analysis Principles
for Food Additives and Contaminants
(CX/FAC 02/4)

Food Additives

1. Endorsement and/or Revision of
Maximum Levels for Food Additives
in Codex Standards (CX/FAC 02/5)

2. Discussion Paper on the Relationship
Between Codex Commodity Standards
and the Codex General Standard for
Food Additives, including
Consideration of the Food Category
System (CX/FAC 02/6)

3. Consideration of the Codex General
Standard for Food Additives (GSFA)
(CX/FAC 02/7 and CX/FAC 02/8)

4. Discussion Paper on the Processing
Aids and Carriers (CX/FAC 02/9)

5. Discussion Paper on the Use of Active
Chlorine (CX/FAC 02/10)

6. Draft Revised Codex General
Standard for Irradiated Foods (CX/
FAC 02/11)

7. Proposed Draft Revised
Recommendation for International
Code of Practice for Radiation
Processing of Food (CX/FAC 02/12)
8. Specifications for the Identity and

Purity of Food Additives Arising from
the 57th JECFA Meeting (CX/FAC 02/
13)

9. Proposed Amendments to the
International Numbering System (CX/
FAC 02/14)

Contaminants
1. Endorsement and/or Revision of

Maximum Levels for Contaminants in
Codex Standards (CX/FAC 02/15)

2. Codex General Standard for
Contaminants and Toxins in Foods
(CX/FAC 02/16)

3. Proposed Draft Principles for
Exposure Assessment of
Contaminants and Toxins in Foods
(CX/FAC 02/17)

4. Mycotoxins in Food and Feed
(a) Draft Maximum Levels for

Ochratoxin A in Wheat, Barley and
Rye and Derived Products (CX/FAC
02/18)

(b) Draft Maximum levels for Patulin
in Apple Juice and Apple Juice
Ingredients in Other Beverages (CX/
FAC 02/19)

(c) Proposed Draft Code of Practice for
the Prevention of Patulin
Contamination in Apple Juice and
Apple Juice Ingredients in Other
Beverages (CX/FAC 02/20)

(d) Proposed Draft Code of Practice for
the Prevention of Mycotoxin
Contamination in Cereals, Including
Annexes on Ochratoxin A,
Zearalenone, Fumonisin and
Tricothecenes (CX/FAC 02/21)

(e) Discussion Paper on Aflatoxins in
Pistachios (CX/FAC 02/22)

5. Industrial and Environmental
Contaminants in Foods

(a) Draft Maximum Levels for Lead in
Fish, Crustaceans, and Bivalve
Molluscs (CX/FAC 01/23)

(b) Proposed Draft Maximum Levels
for Cadmium (CX/FAC 01/24)

(c) Proposed Draft Maximum Levels
for Tin (CX/FAC 02/25)

(d) Position Paper on Dioxins and
Dioxin Like PCBs, including
Methods of Analysis (CX/FAC 02/
26)

(e) Proposed Draft Code of Practice for
Source Directed Measures to
Reduce Dioxin and Dioxin Like PCB
Contamination of Foods (CX/FAC
02/27)

(f) Position Paper on Chloropropanols
(CX/FAC 02/28)

(g) Discussion Paper on Dexoynivalenol
(CX/FAC 02/29)
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General Issues

1. Proposals for Priority Evaluation of
Food Additives and Contaminants by
JECFA (CX/FAC 02/30)

2. Other Business and Future Work
(a) Comments on Methods of Analysis

and Sampling for the Determination of
Food Additives and Contaminants in
Foods (CX/FAC 02/31)

Each issue listed will be fully
described in documents distributed, or
to be distributed, by The Netherlands’
Secretariat to the Meeting. Members of
the public may access or request copies
of these documents (see ADDRESSES).

Public Meeting

At the February 4th public meeting,
the agenda items will be described,
discussed, and attendees will have the
opportunity to pose questions and offer
comments. Comments may be sent to
the FSIS Docket Room (see ADDRESSES).
Written comments should state that they
relate to activities of the 34th CCFAC.

Additional Public Notification

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation
4300–4, ‘‘Civil Rights Impact Analysis,’’
dated September 22, 1993, FSIS has
considered the potential civil rights
impact of this notice on minorities,
women, and persons with disabilities.
Therefore, to better ensure that these
groups and others are made aware of
this meeting, FSIS will announce it and
provide copies of the Federal Register
publication in the FSIS Constituent
Update.

The Agency provides a weekly FSIS
Constituent Update, which is
communicated via fax to over 300
organizations and individuals. In
addition, the update is available on line
through the FSIS web page located at
http://www.fsis.usda.gov. The update is
used to provide information regarding
Agency policies, procedures,
regulations, Federal Register Notices,
FSIS public meetings, recalls and any
other types of information that could
affect or would be of interest to our

constituents/stakeholders. The
constituent fax list consists of industry,
trade, and farm groups, consumer
interest groups, allied health
professionals, scientific professionals
and other individuals that have
requested to be included. Through these
various channels, the Agency is able to
provide information with a much
broader, more diverse audience.

For more information and to be added
to the constituent fax list, fax your
request to the Office of Congressional
and Public Affairs, at (202) 720–5704.

Done at Washington, DC on: January 23,
2002.
F. Edward Scarbrough,
U.S. Manager for Codex Alimentarius.
[FR Doc. 02–2134 Filed 1–28–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–DM–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Notice of Proposed Change to Section
IV of the Field Office Technical Guide
(FOTG) of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service in Louisiana

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS),
Department of Agriculture.
ACTION: Notice of availability of
proposed changes in the NRCS National
Handbook of Conservation Practices for
review and comment.

SUMMARY: It is the intention of the NRCS
in Louisiana to issue revised
conservation practice standard: Deep
Tillage (324), Conservation Cover (327),
Conservation Crop Rotation (328), Cover
Crop (340), Residue Management,
Seasonal (344), Field Border (386),
Riparian Forest Buffer (391), Filter Strip
(393), Pest Management (595), and
Wetland Enhancement (659).
DATES: Comments will be received for a
30-day period commencing with this
date of publication.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Inquire in writing to Donald W.
Gohmert, State Conservationist, Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
3737 Government Street, Alexandria,
Louisiana 71302. Copies of the practice
standards will be made available upon
written request.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
343 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
states that revisions made after
enactment of the law to NRCS State
Technical Guides used to carry out
highly erodible land and wetland
provisions of the law shall be made
available for public review and
comment. For the next 30 days the
NRCS in Louisiana will receive
comments relative to the proposed
changes. Following that period a
determination will be made by the
NRCS in Louisiana regarding
disposition of those comments and a
final determination of change will be
made.

Dated: January 7, 2002.
Donald W. Gohmert,
State Conservationist, USDA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Alexandria,
Louisiana 71302.
[FR Doc. 02–2136 Filed 1–28–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–16–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Economic Development Administration

Notice of Petitions by Producing Firms
for Determination of Eligibility To
Apply for Trade Adjustment
Assistance

AGENCY: Economic Development
Administration (EDA), Commerce.

ACTION: To give all interested parties an
opportunity to comment. Petitions have
been accepted for filing on the dates
indicated from the firms listed below.

LIST OF PETITION ACTION BY TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE FOR PERIOD DECEMBER 21, 2001—JANUARY 15, 2002

Firm name Address
Date

petition
accepted

Product

ASI Technologies, Inc ................................ 405 Caaredean Dr. Horsham, PA 19044 12/21/01 Acid free uncoated paper sheets.
Pulp and Paper of America, L.L.C ............. 650 Main Street Berlin, NH 035570 .......... 12/26/01 Gear drives used in the health care in-

dustry for wheel chairs and scooters.
Jananna Foods, Inc ................................... 1900 East Highway 31 Kilgore, TX 75663 12/27/01 Salsa.
Beehler Corporation ................................... 1401 Industrial Park Drive Mountain

Grove, MO 65711.
12/28/01 Metal hardware, steel luggage clasps,

hinges and case brackets.
Claude Howard Lumber Co., Inc ............... 600 Park Avenue Statesboro, GA 30459 01/02/02 Lumber.
Dlugosh Store Fixtures, Inc ....................... 900 Aladdin Avenue San Leandro, CA

94577.
01/02/02 Custom store fixtures.

DiCicco Nurseries, Inc. d.b.a. Watsonville
Nurseries.

110 Whiting Road Watsonville, CA 95076 01/02/02 Roses.
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