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Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Dianne Stephan, phone 978/
281-9397; Highly Migratory Species
Division, NMFS, 1 Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The purpose of BFT catch reporting is
to provide real-time catch information
for monitoring the recreational BFT
fishery. Under the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act of 1975 (ATCA, 16
U.S.C. 971), the United States is
required to abide by recommendations
of the International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT),
including a specified BFT quota. This
program supports BFT management and
scientific research authorized under
ATCA and the Magnuson Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSFMCA,16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).
Recreational anglers are required to
report specific information regarding
their catch after they land a BFT. The
reported information is tallied and used
to monitor recreational landings and
incorporated into scientific analysis of
BFT stock status. For any State that
participates in tagging programs to
monitor recreational landings, it is
expected that weekly and one annual
report would be submitted to
summarize landings and results to date.

Atlantic swordfish and billfish are
also managed internationally by ICCAT
and nationally under the ATCA and the
MSFMCA. This collection will provide
information needed to monitor the
recreational limit established by ICCAT
for Atlantic blue and white marlin, and
the recreational catch of swordfish,
which is applied to the ICCAT
established U.S. quota. This collection
will also provide information on
recreational landings of West Atlantic
sailfish which is unavailable from
established monitoring programs.
Collection of sailfish information is
authorized under MSFCMA for
purposes of stock management.

1I. Method of Collection

Once a recreational fisherman lands a
bluefin tuna, he is required to report his
catch via one of three methods. If the
fish is landed in the states of North
Carolina (NC) or Maryland (MD), the
fisherman must obtain a harvest tag
from the state fisheries agency by
submitting a landing card at a state BFT
reporting station. Under this tag method

participating States (MD and NC) also
submit weekly written reports and one
annual report summarizing results and
data for the prior time period.

In all other Atlantic and Gulf coast
states, fishermen report via either a toll-
free telephone call or an Internet Web
site. A follow-up call to the angler is
made by NOAA Fisheries personnel
when the landed fish is a trophy BFT
(greater than or equal to 73” curved fork
length).

When a fisherman lands an Atlantic
marlin, West Atlantic sailfish and/or
North Atlantic swordfish, they must
report their catch by calling a toll-free
telephone number. Agency personnel
then place a follow-up call to the angler
to verify the initially-reported
information.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0328.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households; and State, Local, or Tribal
government.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
12,131.

Estimated Time Per Response: 5
minutes for an initial call-in or Internet
report; 5 minutes for a confirmation call;
10 minutes for a landing card; 1 hour for
a weekly state report; and 4 hours for an
annual state report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 2,096.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: None.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: March 7, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03-6198 Filed 3—14—03; 8:45 am]
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Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control
Program: Proposed Findings
Document, Environmental
Assessment, and Finding of No
Significant Impact

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
ACTION: Notice of availability of
Proposed Findings Document,
Environmental Assessment, and Finding
of No Significant Impact on conditional
approval of coastal nonpoint pollution
control program for Minnesota.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
availability of the Proposed Findings
Document, Environmental Assessment
(EA), and Finding of No Significant
Impact for Minnesota. Coastal States
and Territories were required to submit
their coastal nonpoint programs to the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
for approval. The Findings Document
was prepared by NOAA and EPA to
provide the rationale for the agencies’
decision to approve each State and
Territory coastal nonpoint pollution
control program. Section 6217 of the
Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization
Amendments (CZARA), 16 U.S.C.
section 1455b, requires States and
Territories with coastal zone
management programs that have
received approval under section 306 of
the Coastal Zone Management Act to
develop and implement coastal
nonpoint pollution control programs.
The EA was prepared by NOAA,
pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq., to assess the environmental
impacts associated with the approval of
the coastal nonpoint pollution control
program submitted to NOAA and EPA
by Minnesota.

NOAA and EPA have proposed to
approve, with conditions, the coastal
nonpoint pollution control program
submitted by Minnesota. The
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requirements of 40 CFR parts 1500-1508
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) regulations to implement NEPA
apply to the preparation of the
Environmental Assessment.
Specifically, 40 CFR 1506.6 requires
agencies to provide public notice of the
availability of environmental
documents. This notice is part of
NOAA’s action to comply with this
requirement.

Copies of the Proposed Findings
Document, EA, and Finding of No
Significant Impact may be found on the
NOAA Web site at http://
www.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov/czm/6217/ or
may be obtained upon request from:
Helen Farr, Coastal Programs Division
(N/ORM3), Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, NOS, NOAA,
1305 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland, 20910, phone (301) 713—
3155, x150, e-mail helen.farr@noaa.gov.

DATES: Individuals or organizations
wishing to submit comments on the
proposed Findings Document or EA
should do so by April 16, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be made
to: John King, Acting Chief, Coastal
Programs Division (N/ORM3), Office of
Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management, NOS, NOAA, 1305 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland
20910, phone (301) 713-3155, x188, e-
mail john.king@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Helen Farr, Coastal Programs Division
(N/ORM3), Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, NOS, NOAA,
1305 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910, phone (301) 713-3155,
x150, e-mail helen.farr@noaa.gov.

(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 11.419
Coastal Zone Management Program
Administration)

Dated: March 5, 2003.
Jamison S. Hawkins,
Acting Assistant Administrator for Ocean
Services and Coastal Zone Management,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
G. Tracy Mehan III,
Assistant Administrator, Office of Water,
Environmental Protection Agency.
[FR Doc. 03—-6249 Filed 3—14—03; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for
Federal Actions Under the Endangered
Species Act Related to the State of
Washington Forest Practices Rules

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NOAA Fisheries), National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), Department of the
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given
pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act, as amended (NEPA), that
NOAA Fisheries and FWS (known
hereafter as the Services) intend to
gather information necessary to prepare
a Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) related to anticipated
applications from the State of
Washington (State) for take
authorization or a take limit under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA). Washington State has
entered into discussions with the
Services in anticipation of submitting an
application for take authorization
pursuant to the ESA (see Background
Section for specific sections) for the
Washington State Forest Practices Rules,
regulating forest management activities
on non-Federal forest lands in the state
of Washington.. Both Services have
listed threatened and endangered
species in the State that are likely to be
affected by this action. The species are
identified below in SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION and in the “Covered
Resources” section of Appendix A and
Schedule H-1 of the Forests and Fish
Report, April 1999, available at http://
www.wa.gov/ dnr/ htdocs/
forestpractices/ rules/ forestsandfish or
by calling one of the contacts listed
below in ADDRESSES.

The Services are providing this
notice: (1) to advise other agencies and
the public of their intent to prepare a
DEIS on the State application(s); and (2)
to obtain suggestions and information
on the scope of issues to include in the
DEIS.

DATES: Written scoping comments for
the DEIS from all interested parties must
be received no later than 5 p.m. Pacific
time on April 16, 2003. Interested
parties may contact the Services for
more information at the addresses and
phone numbers listed below. Four
public scoping workshops will be held
in 2003. Each meeting will begin with

a one-hour open house to accommodate
informal discussion and questions; the
presentation portion of the meeting will
begin at 6 p.m.

The meeting dates and times are:

1. March 18, 2003, 5 - 8 p.m., Tacoma,
WA.

2. March 20, 2003, 5 - 8 p.m., Port
Angeles, WA.

3. March 25, 2003, 5 - 8 p.m.,
Spokane, WA.

4. March 26, 2003, 5 - 8 p.m.,
Ellensburg, WA.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
requests for information should be sent
to Craig Hansen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 510 Desmond Drive, S.E., Suite
102, Lacey, WA 98503-1273, telephone
(360)753-6046, facsimile (360)753—
9518; or Steve Keller, NOAA Fisheries,
510 Desmond Drive, S.E., Suite 103,
Lacey, WA 98503-1273, telephone
(360)534-9309, facsimile (360)753 9517.
Comments and materials received will
be available for public inspection, by
appointment, during normal business
hours at the above addresses.

The meeting locations are:

1. Tacoma, Tacoma Sheraton Hotel,
1328 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA.

2. Port Angeles, Red Lion Hotel, 221
North Lincoln, Port Angeles, WA.

3. Spokane, Red Lion Hotel at the
Park, 303 W. North River Drive,
Spokane, WA.

4. Ellensburg, Grupe Center at Central
Washington University, 400 East 8th
Avenue, Ellensburg, WA.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Keller, (360) 534-9309.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Species Listed in this Notice

NMFS listed species potentially
addressed in this action include Ozette
Lake sockeye salmon (Oncorhynchus
nerka), Snake River sockeye salmon (O.
nerka), Puget Sound chinook salmon (O.
tshawytscha), Lower Columbia River
chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha),
Upper Columbia River spring-run
chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha), Snake
River spring/summer chinook salmon
(O. tshawytscha), Snake River fall
chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) Lower
Columbia River steelhead (O. mykiss),
Middle Columbia River steelhead (O.
mykiss), Upper Columbia River
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