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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Research, Engineering and 
Development (R,E&D) Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

Pursuant to section 10(A)(2) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub. 
L. 92–463; 5 U.S.C. App. 2), notice is 
hereby given of a meeting of the FAA 
Research, Engineering and Development 
(R,E&D) Advisory Committee.

Name: Research, Engineering & 
Development Advisory Committee. 

Time and Date: April 29—9 a.m.–5 p.m.; 
April 30—9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Place: Federal Aviation Administration—
Bessie Coleman Room 800 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC. 

Purpose: On April 29–30 from 9 a.m.–5 
p.m. the meeting agenda will include 
receiving from the Committee guidance for 
FAA’s research and development 
investments in the areas of air traffic services, 
airports, aircraft safety, security, human 
factors and environment and energy. 

Attendance is open to the interested public 
but seating is limited. Persons wishing to 
attend the meeting or obtain information 
should contact Gloria Dunderman at the 
Federal Aviation Administration, AAR–200, 
800 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20591 (202) 267–8937 or 
gloria.dunderman@faa.gov. All attendees 
will be required to sign-in at security, 
provide picture ID and be escorted to the 
meeting room. 

Members of the public may present a 
written statement to the Committee at any 
time.

Issued in Washington, DC on March 18, 
2003. 
Herman A. Rediess, 
Director, Office of Aviation Research.
[FR Doc. 03–7551 Filed 3–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Charter Renewal, RTCA, Inc. 
(Utilized as an Advisory Committee)

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of RTCA Charter 
renewal. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice 
to advise the public of the renewal of 
the RTCA Charter (FAA Order 
1110.77P) for two years, effective March 
13, 2003. The Administrator is the 
sponsor of the committee. The objective 

of the advisory committee is to seek 
solutions to problems involving applied 
technology (for example, electronics, 
computers, and telecommunications) to 
aeronautical operations that impact the 
future air traffic management system. 
The solutions are often about 
recommended minimum operational 
performance standards and technical 
guidance documents that are acceptable 
to government, industry, and users. 
Standards ensure equivalent 
performance of the same generic 
equipment built by different 
manufacturers. Government regulatory 
and procurement practices reference or 
use RTCA standards (with or without 
change). The Secretary of 
Transportation has determined that the 
information and use of the committee 
are necessary in the public interest in 
connection with the performance of 
duties imposed on the FAA by law.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW., 
Suite 805, Washington, DC, 20036; 
telephone (202) 833–9339; fax (202) 
833–9434; Web site http://
www.rtca.org., or the FAA Office of 
System Architecture and Investment 
Analysis (ASD–1), 800 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC, 
telephone (202) 385–7100; fax (202) 
385–7105.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Steering 
Committee and Special Committee 
meetings are open to the public and 
announced in the Federal Register, 
except as authorized by section 10(d) of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act.

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 20, 
2003. 
Janice L. Peters, 
FAA Special Assistant, RTCA Advisory 
Committee.
[FR Doc. 03–7665 Filed 3–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Intent To Rule on Application 
03–02–C–00–MCW To Impose and Use 
the Revenue From a Passenger Facility 
Charge (PFC) at Mason City Municipal 
Airport, Mason City, IA

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of Intent to Rule on 
Application. 

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to rule and 
invites public comment on the 
application to impose and use the 
revenue from a PFC at Mason City 
Municipal Airport under the provisions 

of the Aviation Safety and Capacity 
Expansion Act of 1990 (Title IX of the 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1990) (Pub. L. 101–508) and part 158 of 
the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 
CFR part 158).
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before April 15, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this 
application may be mailed or delivered 
in triplicate to the FAA at the following 
address: Federal Aviation 
Administration, Central Region, 
Airports Division, 901 Locust Street, 
Kansas City, MO 64106. 

In addition, one copy of any 
comments submitted to the FAA must 
be mailed or delivered to Ms. Pamela 
Osgood, Interim Airport Manager, 
Mason City Municipal Airport, at the 
following address: Mason City 
Municipal Airport, P.O. Box 2585, 
Mason City, IA 50402. 

Air carriers and foreign air carriers 
may submit copies of written comments 
previously provided to the Mason City 
Municipal Airport, Mason City, Iowa, 
under § 158.23 of part 158.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lorna Sandridge, PFC Program Manager, 
FAA, Central Region, 901 Locust Street, 
Kansas City, MO 64106, (816) 329–2641. 
The application may be reviewed in 
person at this same location.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
proposes to rule and invites public 
comment on the application to impose 
and use the revenue from a PFC at the 
Mason City Municipal Airport under the 
provisions of the Aviation Safety and 
Capacity Expansion Act of 1990 (Title 
IX of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1990) (Pub. L. 
101–508) and part 158 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 158). 

On March 21, 2003, the FAA 
determined that the application to 
impose and use the revenue from a PFC 
submitted by the Mason City Airport 
Commission, Mason City, Iowa, was 
substantially complete within the 
requirements of § 158.25 fo part 158. 
The FAA will approve or disapprove the 
application, in whole or in part, no later 
than June 19, 2003. 

The following is a brief overview of 
the application. 

Level of the proposed PFC: $4.50. 
Proposed charge effective date: July, 

2003. 
Proposed charge expiration date: 

April, 2009. 
Total estimated PFC revenue: 

$379,500. 
Brief description of proposed 

project(s): Runway safety area 
improvements; runway edge drains, 
phase 2; reconstruct terminal and 
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general aviation ramps; reconstruct 
terminal restrooms; aircraft passenger 
lift; replace windcone and install 
supplemental windcone; update airport 
master plan; rehabilitate Runway 17/35 
(design); acquire land in runway 
protection zone; PFC consultation 
services. 

Any person may inspect the 
application in person at the FAA office 
listed above under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT.

In addition, any person may, upon 
request, inspect the application, notice 
and other documents germane to the 
application in person at the Mason City 
Municipal Airport. Issued in Kansas 
City, Missouri on March 21, 2003.

Jim Johnson, 
Acting Manager, Airports Division, Central 
Region.
[FR Doc. 03–7675 Filed 3–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. FMCSA–2003–14794] 

Proposed Guidance for the Use of 
Binding Arbitration Under the 
Administrative Dispute Resolution Act 
of 1996

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA), DOT
ACTION: Notice of proposed guidance; 
Request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA), a 
modal administration within the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT), 
proposes to use the alternative dispute 
resolution (ADR) technique of binding 
arbitration in civil penalty forfeiture 
proceedings in which the only issues 
remaining to be resolved are: (1) The 
amount of the civil penalty owed, and 
(2) the length of time in which to pay 
it. FMCSA will not agree to arbitrate 
maximum penalty cases issued pursuant 
to section 222 of the Motor Carrier 
Safety Improvement Act of 1999, or any 
cases that require interpretation of the 
regulations or analysis of important 
policy issues. FMCSA intends to 
implement binding arbitration 
immediately upon publication of this 
notice. Binding arbitration will be 
implemented to provide more efficient 
and effective resolution of the large 
volume of adjudication cases that are 
now before FMCSA’s Chief Safety 
Officer. In accordance with section 
575(c) of the Administrative Dispute 

Resolution Act of 1996, FMCSA has 
submitted this Guidance to the Attorney 
General for consultation. The Attorney 
General concurs in the issuance of this 
Guidance. Changes to the arbitration 
program may be made, however, in 
accordance with any comments or 
information received by FMCSA 
concerning implementation of binding 
arbitration.

DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before May 30, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You may mail, fax, hand 
deliver or electronically submit written 
comments on the Guidance to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Dockets 
Management Facility, Room PL–401, 
400 7th Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590–0001, FAX (202) 493–2251, on-
line at http://dms.dot.gov/submit. Please 
include the docket number that appears 
in the heading of this document in your 
submission. Comments may be 
examined at the Dockets Management 
Facility from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. You may also 
view all comments or download an 
electronic copy of this document from 
the DOT Docket Management System 
(DMS) at http://dms.dot.gov/search.htm 
and by typing the last five digits of the 
docket number appearing at the heading 
of this document. The DMS is available 
24 hours each day, 365 days each year. 
You can obtain electronic submission 
and retrieval help and guidelines under 
the ‘‘help’’ section of the web site. If you 
want us to notify you that we received 
your comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or 
postcard, or print the acknowledgement 
page that appears after submitting 
comments on-line. 

Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review the Department of 
Transportation’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78) or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven B. Farbman, (202) 385–2351, 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration, Adjudications Counsel, 
400 7th Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590. Office hours are from 9 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m., e.t., Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 

Interested persons are invited to 
participate in finalizing this Guidance 
by submitting such written comments, 
views, or arguments as they may desire. 
All comments received will be included 
in the docket and available for public 
inspection before and after the comment 
closing date. All comments received on 
or before the closing date will be 
considered by FMCSA. Late-filed 
comments will be considered to the 
extent practicable. The Guidance 
referenced in this notice may be 
changed in light of the comments 
received. 

Availability of the Guidance 

This notice and request for comments 
merely identifies the Guidance. A 
complete copy of the Guidance has been 
placed in the public docket. The docket 
may be accessed at the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Dockets Management 
Facility, Room PL–401, 400 7th Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20590–0001, or 
on-line at http://dms.dot.gov. The 
docket number is provided at the 
beginning of this Notice. 

Background 

In the Administrative Dispute 
Resolution Act of 1996 (ADRA) (Pub. L. 
104–320, 110 Stat.3870 (October 19, 
1996) (now codified at 5 U.S.C. 571–
583)), Congress authorizes Federal 
agencies to utilize binding arbitration to 
resolve administrative disputes, 
provided that conditions specified in 
the ADRA are satisfied. Among other 
things, the ADRA requires interested 
agencies to develop and issue guidance 
on the appropriate use of arbitration. 
FMCSA has posted its Guidance at 
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov as well as in 
the docket for this Notice at http://
dms.dot.gov and is implementing 
binding arbitration in civil penalty 
forfeiture proceedings in which the only 
issues remaining to be resolved are the 
amount of the civil penalty owed and 
the length of time in which to pay it. 
The Chief Safety Officer will determine 
if a case is appropriate for arbitration 
and notify the parties in writing that the 
case will be referred to arbitration with 
the consent of both parties. A detailed 
explanation of the notification and 
consent process is provided in the 
Guidance. Cases requiring interpretation 
of the regulations or analysis of 
important policy issues will not be 
selected for binding arbitration. FMCSA 
will immediately modify or terminate 
the use of binding arbitration if there is 
reason to believe that continuing it is 
inconsistent with the goals and 
objectives of the safety regulations. 
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