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PART 223—THREATENED MARINE
AND ANADROMOUS SPECIES

= 1. The authority citation for Part 223
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.; 16
U.S.C. 742a et. seq.; 31 U.S.C. 9701.
= 2.In §223.206, paragraph (d)(2)(v)(F)
is added to read as follows:

§223.206 Exceptions to prohibitions
relating to seaturtles.
* * * * *

(d)
(2) * *x %
v)

* x %

* *x %

(F) Additional restrictions for pound
net leaders through July 30, 2003. Based
upon 2003 spring monitoring results
and the framework provision noted in
paragraph (d)(2)(v)(E) of this section,
from July 16, 2003 to July 30, 2003, all
pound net leaders are prohibited and
must be removed from the waters
described in paragraph (d)(2)(v)(B) of
this section.

[FR Doc. 03-17873 Filed 7-15-03; 8:45 am)]
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Commerce.

ACTION: Closure; commercial fishery.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
annual spiny dogfish commercial quota
available to the coastal states from
Maine through Florida for the fishing
year, May 1, 2003 - April 30, 2004, has
been harvested. Federally permitted
commercial vessels may no longer land
spiny dogfish for the duration of the
fishing year (through April 30, 2004),
whether fishing occurs in the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) or within state
waters. Regulations governing the spiny
dogfish fishery require publication of
this notification to advise the coastal
states from Maine through Florida that
the quota has been harvested and to
advise vessel permit holders and dealer
permit holders that no Federal

commercial quota is available for
landing spiny dogfish in these states.
DATES: Quota period 1 is closed effective
at 0001 hrs, local time, July 18, 2003,
through 2400 October 31, 2003. Quota
period 2 is closed effective at 0001 hrs,
local time, November 1, 2003, and
remains closed through 2400 hrs local
time, April 30, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Eric
Jay Dolin, Fishery Policy Analyst, at
(978) 281-9259, or
Eric.Dolin@Noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the spiny dogfish
fishery are found at 50 CFR part 648.
The regulations require annual
specification of a commercial quota,
which is allocated into two quota
periods based upon percentages
specified in the fishery management
plan. The commercial quota is
distributed to the coastal states from
Maine through Florida as described in
§648.230.

The initial total commercial quota for
spiny dogfish for the 2003 fishing year
is 4 million Ib (1.81 million kg) (68 FR
19160, April 18, 2003). The commercial
quota is allocated into two periods (May
1 through October 31, and November 1
through April 30). Vessel possession
limits are intended to preclude directed
fishing, and they are set at 600 1b (272
kg) and 300 1b (136 kg) for quota periods
1 and 2, respectively. Quota period 1 is
allocated 57.9 percent of the quota (2.3
million b (1.1 million kg)), and quota
period 2 is allocated 42.1 percent (1.7
million 1b (765,455 kg)) of the
commercial quota. The total quota
cannot be exceeded, so landings in
excess of the amount allocated to quota
period 1 have the effect of reducing the
quota available to the fishery during
quota period 2.

The Administrator, Northeast Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator)
monitors the commercial spiny dogfish
quota for each quota period and, based
upon dealer reports, state data and other
available information, determines when
the total commercial quota will be
harvested. NMFS is required to publish
a notification in the Federal Register
advising and notifying commercial
vessels and dealer permit holders that,
effective upon a specific date, the
Federal spiny dogfish commercial quota
will be harvested and no Federal
commercial quota is available for
landing spiny dogfish for the remainder
of a given quota period.

The Regional Administrator has
reviewed the performance of the 2002
fishery and the projected impact of the
spiny dogfish quota for the 2003 fishing
year that was recently adopted by the

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC). Before the 2003
fishing year, the ASMFC Spiny Dogfish
and Coastal Shark Management Board
instituted an emergency action that
closed state waters to the commercial
harvest, landing, and possession of
spiny dogfish when a Federal closure
was enacted. Thus, the Federal quota
governed the spiny dogfish fishery in
both the EEZ and state waters.

For the 2003 fishing year, however,
the ASMFC’s spiny dogfish quota is set
at 8.8 million b (4 million kg), which
is significantly higher than the Federal
quota. The ASFMC plan has the same
quota periods as the Federal plan, and
the quota is divided between those
periods in the same way, with 57.9
percent (5.1 million lb; 2.3 million kg)
allocated to period 1 and 42.1 percent
(3.7 million Ib; 1.7 million kg) allocated
to period 2. The ASMFC further divided
the quota among the states, with 57.9
percent allocated to Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts,
combined, and 42.1 percent allocated to
Rhode Island and states south. In
addition, the ASMFC’s plan allows up
to a 7,000-1b (3,182-kg) possession
limit. Thus, after the Federal quota is
reached and the EEZ is closed, the
dogfish fishery can continue to be
prosecuted in state waters by vessels
other than those issued Federal spiny
dogfish permits until the higher ASFMC
quota is reached. Some of the ASFMC
member states have also voluntarily
decided to apply the Federal daily
possession limit of 600-1b (272 kg) of
spiny dogfish throughout much of the
summer, most likely up until the middle
of August. Other ASMFC member states
have opted to institute possession limits
up to 7,000 1b (3,182 kg) immediately.

During the 2002 fishing year, the
Federal dogfish quota for period 1,
which began on May 1, 2002, was taken
by July 1 of the same year. Based on the
2002 fishery performance and the fact
that some of the states have voluntarily
decided to postpone the imposition of
the ASMFC’s higher possession limit,
while others have already instituted the
higher possession limit, the Regional
Administrator has determined that the
period 1 Federal quota for the 2003
fishing year will be harvested by July
18, 2003. Furthermore, the Regional
Administrator has determined that, once
the 7,000-1b (3,182—kg) possession limit
goes into effect, the remainder of the
annual Federal quota will be taken in
short order, certainly well before the
beginning of the second quota period on
November 1, 2003. Therefore, this
action closes the second quota period of
the Federal spiny dogfish fishery at
0001 hrs on November 1, 2003.
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Section 648.4(b) provides that Federal
spiny dogfish permit holders agree, as a
condition of the permit, not to land
spiny dogfish in any state after NMFS
has published notification in the
Federal Register that the commercial
quota has been harvested and that no
commercial quota for the spiny dogfish
fishery is available. Therefore, effective
0001 hrs local time, July 18, 2003,
landings of spiny dogfish in coastal
states from Maine through Florida by
vessels holding commercial Federal
fisheries permits are prohibited through
April 30, 2004, 2400 hrs local time. The
fishing year 2004 quota for quota period
1 will be available for commercial spiny
dogfish harvest on May 1, 2004.
Effective July 18, 2003, federally
permitted dealers are also advised that
they may not purchase spiny dogfish
from vessels issued Federal spiny
dogfish permits that land in coastal
states from Maine through Florida.

Classification

This action is required by 50 CFR part
648 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 11, 2003.
John H. Dunnigan,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—-17933 Filed 7-11-03; 2:21 pm]
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Central Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands management
area (BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2003 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 11, 2003, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSALI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Central Aleutian District was
established as 3,090 metric tons (mt) by
the final 2003 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the BSAI (68 FR 9907,
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2003 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Central
Aleutian District will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 2,790 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 300 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch

in the Central Aleutian District of the
BSAL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
TAC for Pacific ocean perch in the
Central Aleutian District, and therefore
reduce the public’s ability to use and
enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 10, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—17970 Filed 7-11-03; 2:02 pm]
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