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collection areas have not been recently
affirmed, there is substantial
disagreement over whether or not the
available data is sufficient to indicate a
continuing trend of decline toward
extinction. Furthermore, since annual
population numbers are known to vary
widely within element occurrences of L.
papilliferum, there is substantial
disagreement over whether or not the
monitoring data collected since 1995 is
sufficient to support either an increasing
or a decreasing population trend.

A second example involves the
threats to L. papilliferum caused by the
conversion and degradation of the
sagebrush-steppe ecosystem from
agricultural conversion, urbanization,
invasion of non-native plants, increased
wildfire frequency, and livestock
grazing. The impacts described in the
proposed rule that are associated with
these threats include extirpation of
populations due to habitat conversion
and wildfire, competition from non-
native annual grasses that invade after
fires, negative impacts from fire
rehabilitation, and trampling by cattle
while grazing. While there are reported
and documented examples of these
impacts occurring, there is substantial
disagreement among the scientific
reviewers about the number of reported
observations being sufficient to
conclude an overall negative impact to
the species is likely to occur. This
disagreement extends to important
conclusions concerning the interaction
of inherently vulnerable characteristics
such as rarity of individuals and limited
and isolated habitat types, as compared
to the biological resiliency of L.
papilliferum.

Six-Month Extension

In accordance with section
4(b)(6)(B)(i) of the Act, the 6-month
extension of the deadline for our final
determination on whether to list L.
papilliferum will be used to solicit and
evaluate additional data to further
address the sufficiency or accuracy of
the available data. During this time, we
will employ additional techniques for
organizing the data for further analysis
and evaluation of the status of the
species and the risks it faces.

In addition to soliciting data and
conducting further analyses to address
the disagreement in the sufficiency and
accuracy of the available data, during
the 6-month extension period the
Service plans to draft a Conservation
Agreement for L. papilliferum in
coordination with the State of Idaho and
other affected and interested parties.
The Service believes that finalization
and implementation of this agreement
would have immediate benefit to the

conservation of the species. The Service
and the participating parties would be
able to implement, through this
agreement, a number of immediate
conservation measures, and would
therefore be able to bring protection to
the species much more quickly than the
conservation measures associated with
section 7 consultations of the Act
initiated upon the species listing and
the recovery process. In addition, the
conservation agreement would provide
L. papilliferum with some protections
the Service would not be able to obtain
through the Act’s legal requirements.
Specifically, the conservation agreement
would provide for some protections for
the peppergrass, specifically with
private land owners, which are not
required pursuant to the Act.

Furthermore, during this 6-month
extension the Service will work with the
U.S. Air Force to update their Integrated
Natural Resource Management Plan
(INRMP) to further address the
conservation needs of Lepidium
papilliferum.

Public Comments Solicited

We intend that any final action
resulting from this proposal will be as
accurate and as effective as possible.
Therefore, comments or suggestions
from the public, other concerned
governmental agencies, the scientific
community, industry, or any other
interested party concerning this
proposed rule are hereby solicited.
Comments particularly are sought
concerning:

(1) Biological, commercial trade, or
other relevant data concerning any
threat (or lack thereof) to this species;

(2) The location of any additional
populations of this species;

(3) Additional information concerning
the range, distribution, and population
size of this species; and

(4) Current or planned activities in the
subject area and their possible impacts
on this species.

Previously submitted written
comments on this proposal need not be
resubmitted. If you submit comments by
e-mail, please submit them in ASCII file
format and avoid the use of special
characters and encryption. Please
include “Attn: RIN 1018—AI50" and
your name and return address in your
e-mail message. If you do not receive a
confirmation from our system that we
have received your e-mail message,
contact us directly by calling our Snake
River Basin Fish and Wildlife Office at
telephone number 208/378-5243.
Comments and materials received will
be available for public inspection, by
appointment, during normal business

hours at the Snake River Basin Fish and
Wildlife Office (see ADDRESSES).

In making any final decision on the
proposed action, we will take into
consideration the comments and any
additional information we receive, and
such communications may lead to a
final regulation that differs from the
proposal.

Author

The primary author of this notice is
Jeff Foss, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Supervisor, Snake River Fish and
Wildlife Office, Boise, ID.

Authority

The authority of this action is the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Dated: July 15, 2003.
Marshall P. Jones,
Acting Director, Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 03-18402 Filed 7-16—-03; 12:56 pm]
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request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries,
Northeast Region, NMFS (Assistant
Regional Administrator) has made a
preliminary determination that the
subject EFP application contains all the
required information and warrants
further consideration. The Assistant
Regional Administrator has also made a
preliminary determination that the
activities authorized under the EFP
would be consistent with the goals and
objectives of the Black Sea Bass Fishery
Management Plan (FMP). However,
further review and consultation may be
necessary before a final determination is
made to issue the EFP. Therefore, NMFS
announces that the Assistant Regional
Administrator proposes to recommend
that an EFP be issued that would allow
three vessels to conduct fishing
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operations that are otherwise restricted
by the regulations governing the
fisheries of the Northeastern United
States. The EFP would allow for
exemptions from the minimum fish size
requirement for the retention of
undersized fish for data collection
purposes. The EFP would allow this
exemption for approximately 250 1b
(114 kg) of undersized (juvenile) black
sea bass (Centropristis striata) for the
remainder of the 2003 fishing year.
Regulations under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act require publication of
this notification to provide interested
parties the opportunity to comment on
applications for proposed EFPs.

DATES: Comments on this document
must be received on or before August 4,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Northeast
Regional Office, 1 Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930. Mark the outside
of the envelope “Comments on VIMS
Black Sea Bass Population Biology EFP
Proposal.” Comments may also be sent
via facsimile (fax) to (978) 281-9135.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian Hooker, Fishery Management
Specialist, phone 978-281-9220.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
(VIMS) submitted an application for an
EFP on June 23, 2003, with final
revisions received June 24, 2003. The
experimental fishing application
requests authorization to allow the
collection of undersized (juvenile) black
sea bass for research into the
reproductive biology and population
dynamics of black sea bass. The VIMS
researchers propose to enlist three
fishing vessels to retain 25-50 lb (12-23
kg) of undersized black sea bass each
month during the participation period
(August 1-December 31, 2003). This
would result in a maximum retention of
250 1b (114 kg) of under-sized black sea
bass for the 2003 fishing year. The
collections would take place using
handline and fish pot fishing gear under
the normal fishing operations of the
participating vessels. The collections
would take place off the coasts of
Virginia and North Carolina in 30—
minute squares 11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 25,
and 26. The participating vessels would
be required to comply with applicable
state landing laws and report all
landings on the Federal Fishing Vessel
Trip Report.

Based on the results of this EFP, this
action may lead to future rulemaking.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 14, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-18339 Filed 7-17-03; 8:45 am]|
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Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notification of a proposal for an
EFP to conduct experimental fishing;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Administrator, Northeast
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator)
has made a preliminary determination
that the subject EFP application
contains all of the required information
and warrants further consideration. The
Regional Administrator has also made a
preliminary determination that the
activities authorized under the EFP
would be consistent with the goals and
objectives of the Atlantic Sea Scallop
and Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plans (FMPs). However,
consideration of comments on the
proposal is required and further review
and consultation may be necessary
before a final determination is made that
the activity will have no significant
impacts on the human environment,
and that the issuance of EFPs is
warranted. NMFS is reviewing analyses
prepared in an Environmental
Assessment to help make final
determinations. Therefore, NMFS
announces that the Regional
Administrator has made a preliminary
decision to issue the EFP that would
allow one federally permitted fishing
vessel to conduct fishing operations
otherwise restricted by the regulations
governing the Atlantic sea scallop and
Northeast multispecies fisheries. The
EFP would allow the federally
permitted vessel to compare a standard
scallop dredge using a 6—inch (15.2—cm)
twine top to a standard scallop dredge
using various modified 10—-inch (25.4—
cm) twine tops in order to estimate
finfish bycatch reduction in the
modified dredge. The EFP is necessary

to exempt the vessel from days-at-sea
(DAS), scallop gear, and multispecies
closed area restrictions. Regulations
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
require publication of this notification
to provide interested parties the
opportunity to comment on applications
for proposed EFPs.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before 5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard
Time, August 4, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Northeast
Regional Office, 1 Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298. Mark the
outside of the envelope “Comments on
Scallop Dredge EFP Proposal.”
Comments may also be sent via
facsimile (fax) to (978) 281-9135. A
copy of the proposal and the Draft
Environmental Assessment are available
from the Northeast Regional Office at
the address stated above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Don
Frei, Fisheries Management Specialist,
978-281-9221.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Ronald
Smolowitz, Coonamessett Farm, Inc.,
submitted an application to conduct an
experimental fishery to test
experimental 10—inch (25.4—cm) twine
top configurations on standard scallop
dredges outside of scallop DAS and
within Georges Bank including Closed
Area I, II, and the Nantucket Lightship
Closed Area. The experiment would be
a continuation and expansion of
experiments with similar gear that
Coonamessett Farm, Inc., has conducted
in the past.

The experiment is being proposed to
expand the level of information and
data that Mr. Smolowitz has collected
on the experimental scallop dredge and
to conduct the experimental fishing in
areas where both scallops and finfish
species are in high abundance relative
to other areas. The standard scallop
dredge will be used to test various
combination modified 10—inch (25.4—
cm) twine tops to reduce finfish
bycatch. Prior experimental fishing has
tested 10—inch (25.4—cm) twine tops
along with other gear modifications.
These tests demonstrated a reduction of
the bycatch of yellowtail flounder by 40
percent, skate by 40 percent, and winter
flounder by 50 percent, compared to a
standard dredge with 10—-inch (25.4—cm)
twine top mesh. Comparisons of a
standard dredge with modified 10-inch
(25.4—cm) twine tops and a standard
dredge with 6—inch (15.2—cm) twine top
mesh would allow the researcher to
distinguish the overall effectiveness of
the modified dredge from the
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