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5 16 U.S.C. 839e(a)(2) (2000). Bonneville also 
must comply with the financial, accounting, and 
ratemaking requirements in Department of Energy 
Order No. RA 6120.2.

6 16 U.S.C. 839e(k) (2000).
7 E.g., United States Department of Energy—

Bonneville Power Administration, 67 FERC ¶ 61351 
at 62216–17 (1994); see also, e.g., Aluminum 
Company of America v. Bonneville Power 
Administration, 903 F.2d 585, 592–93 (9th Cir. 
1989) and cases cited therein.

8 18 CFR 300.10(a)(3)(ii) (2003).

9 See, e.g., United States Department of Energy—
Bonneville Power Administration, 64 FERC ¶ 61375 
at 63606 (1993); United States Department of 
Energy—Bonneville Power Administration, 40 
FERC ¶ 61351 at 62059–60 (1987).

10 18 CFR 300.20(c) (2003).

a reasonable number of years after first 
meeting the Administrator’s other costs; 

They must be based upon the 
Administrator’s total system costs; and 

Insofar as transmission rates are concerned, 
they must equitably allocate the costs of the 
Federal transmission system between Federal 
and non-Federal power.5

9. Commission review of Bonneville’s 
non-regional, non-firm rates also is 
limited. Review is restricted to 
determining whether such rates meet 
the requirements of section 7(k) of the 
Northwest Act,6 which requires that 
they comply with the Bonneville Project 
Act, the Flood Control Act of 1944, and 
the Federal Columbia River 
Transmission System Act (Transmission 
System Act). Taken together, those 
statutes require Bonneville to design its 
non-regional, non-firm rates:

(1) To recover the cost of generation and 
transmission of such electric energy, 
including the amortization of investments in 
the power projects within a reasonable 
period; 

(2) To encourage the most widespread use 
of Bonneville power; and 

(3) To provide the lowest possible rates to 
consumers consistent with sound business 
principles.

10. Unlike the Commission’s statutory 
authority under the Federal Power Act, 
the Commission’s authority under 
sections 7(a) and 7(k) of the Northwest 
Power Act does not include the power 
to modify the rates. The responsibility 
for developing rates in the first instance 
is vested with Bonneville’s 
Administrator. The rates are then 
submitted to the Commission for 
approval or disapproval. In this regard, 
the Commission’s role can be viewed as 
an appellate one: To affirm or remand 
the rates submitted to it for review.7

11. Moreover, review at this interim 
stage is further limited. In view of the 
volume and complexity of a Bonneville 
rate application, such as the one now 
before the Commission in this filing, 
and the limited period in advance of the 
requested effective date in which to 
review the application,8 the 
Commission generally defers resolution 
of issues on the merits of Bonneville’s 
application until the order on final 
confirmation. Thus, the proposed rates, 
if not patently deficient, generally are 

approved on an interim basis and the 
parties are afforded an additional 
opportunity to raise issues.9

Interim Approval 
12. Protesters contend that Bonneville 

has not shown the need for the rate 
increase. They argue that the proposed 
GRSPs will operate to preclude the 
Commission’s statutorily mandated 
review of future SN CRAC rate 
adjustments, as required under the 
Northwest Power Act. They contend 
that Bonneville has not based the rates 
on its total system costs, as required by 
the Northwest Power Act. Protesters 
also argue, among other things, that (1) 
Bonneville’s application is deficient and 
fails to comply with the Northwest 
Power Act, (2) Bonneville failed to file 
a complete evidentiary record, (3) 
Bonneville relied on data and 
information that was not included in the 
evidentiary record, (4) Bonneville 
denied the parties in this proceeding 
due process, and (5) Bonneville 
submitted materials and a Notice of 
Filing that do not comply with the 
Commission’s regulations. 

13. The Commission’s preliminary 
review indicates that Bonneville’s filing 
appears to meet the minimum threshold 
filing requirements of part 300 of the 
Commission’s regulations and the 
statutory standards. Because the 
Commission’s preliminary review of 
Bonneville’s submittal indicates that 
they do not contain any patent 
deficiencies, the proposed modifications 
will be approved on an interim basis 
pending our full review for final 
approval. We note, as well, that no one 
will be harmed by this decision because 
interim approval allows Bonneville’s 
rates to go into effect subject to refunds 
with interest if the Commission later 
determines in its final decision not to 
approve the rates.10

14. In addition, we will provide an 
additional period of time for the parties 
to file comments and reply comments 
on all issues related to final 
confirmation and approval of 
Bonneville’s proposed rates. This will 
ensure that the record in this proceeding 
is complete. 

The Commission Orders 
(A) Protesters’ requests to reject 

Bonneville’s filing are hereby denied. 
(B) Interim approval of Bonneville’s 

filing is hereby granted, to become 
effective on October 1, 2003, subject to 

refund with interest as set forth in 
section 300.20(c) of the Commission’s 
regulations, 18 CFR 300.20(c) (2003), 
pending final action on either its 
approval or disapproval. 

(C) Within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this order, all parties who wish to do 
so may file additional comments 
regarding final confirmation and 
approval of Bonneville’s proposed rates. 
All parties who wish to do so may file 
reply comments within twenty (20) days 
thereafter. 

(D) The Secretary shall promptly 
publish this order in the Federal 
Register.

By the Commission. 
Magalie R. Salas, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 03–25573 Filed 10–8–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. RP03–621–000] 

CenterPoint Energy-Mississippi River 
Transmission Corporation; Notice of 
Proposed Changes in FERC Gas Tariff 

October 2, 2003. 
Take notice that on September 29, 

2003, CenterPoint Energy Mississippi 
River Transmission Corporation (MRT) 
tendered for filing as part of its FERC 
Gas Tariff, Third Revised Volume No. 1, 
the following revised tariff sheet to be 
effective October 1, 2003:
Seventh Revised Sheet No. 11
Third Revised Sheet No. 249A

MRT states that the purpose of this 
filing is to revise the provisions of the 
General Terms and Conditions of MRT’s 
tariff in order to clarify that it possesses 
the authority to bill taxes, levies, and 
other charges imposed on Customers by 
regulatory agencies or taxing authorities 
where MRT is required by law to collect 
such amounts from Customer(s) and 
remit these amounts to the respective 
agencies or authorities. 

MRT states that copies of the revised 
tariff sheet are being mailed to all 
parties on MRT’s official service list, to 
MRT’s jurisdictional customers, and to 
interested state commissions. 

Any person desiring to be heard or to 
protest said filing should file a motion 
to intervene or a protest with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20426, in accordance with Sections 
385.214 or 385.211 of the Commission’s 
Rules and Regulations. All such motions 
or protests must be filed in accordance 
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with Section 154.210 of the 
Commission’s Regulations. Protests will 
be considered by the Commission in 
determining the appropriate action to be 
taken, but will not serve to make 
protestants parties to the proceedings. 
Any person wishing to become a party 
must file a motion to intervene. This 
filing is available for review at the 
Commission in the Public Reference 
Room or may be viewed on the 
Commission’s Web site at http://
www.ferc.gov using the ‘‘eLibrary’’. 
Enter the docket number excluding the 
last three digits in the docket number 
field to access the document. For 
assistance, please contact FERC Online 
Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll-
free at (866) 208–3676, or TTY, contact 
(202) 502–8659. The Commission 
strongly encourages electronic filings. 
See, 18 CFR 385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the 
instructions on the Commission’s Web 
site under the ‘‘e-Filing’’ link. 

Comment Date: October 14, 2003.

Magalie R. Salas, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. E3–00024 Filed 10–8–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6717–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. RP03–407–002] 

CenterPoint Energy Gas Transmission 
Company; Notice of Proposed 
Changes in FERC Gas Tariff 

October 2, 2003. 
Take notice that on September 24, 

2003, CenterPoint Energy Gas 
Transmission Company (CEGT) 
tendered for filing as part of its FERC 
Gas Tariff, Sixth Revised Volume No. 1, 
the following revised tariff sheet:
Second Substitute Original Sheet No. 556C

This tariff sheet has a July 1, 2003 
effective date. CEGT states that the 
purpose of this filing is to comply with 
the Commission’s Letter Order issued 
September 9, 2003 in the above-
referenced docket. 

Any person desiring to protest said 
filing should file a protest with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20426, in accordance with § 385.211 of 
the Commission’s Rules and 
Regulations. All such protests must be 
filed in accordance with § 154.210 of the 
Commission’s Regulations. Protests will 
be considered by the Commission in 
determining the appropriate action to be 

taken, but will not serve to make 
protestants parties to the proceedings. 
This filing is available for review at the 
Commission in the Public Reference 
Room or may be viewed on the 
Commission’s Web site at http://
www.ferc.gov using the eLibrary link. 
Enter the docket number excluding the 
last three digits in the docket number 
field to access the document. For 
assistance, please contact FERC Online 
Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll-
free at (866) 208–3676, or TTY, contact 
(202) 502–8659. The Commission 
strongly encourages electronic filings. 
See 18 CFR 385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the 
instructions on the Commission’s Web 
site under the eFiling link. 

Protest Date: October 6, 2003.

Magalie R. Salas, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. E3–00013 Filed 10–8–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6717–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. RP03–617–000] 

Colorado Interstate Gas Company; 
Notice of Proposed Changes in FERC 
Gas Tariff 

October 2, 2003. 
Take notice that on September 26, 

2003 Colorado Interstate Gas Company 
(CIG) tendered for filing three Firm 
Transportation Service Agreements 
(FTSAs), a Letter Agreement and Ninth 
Revised Sheet No. 1 to its FERC Gas 
Tariff, First Revised Volume No. 1. 

CIG states that the FTSAs and Letter 
Agreement are being submitted for 
Commission review under the 
Commission’s material deviation 
policies and have been listed on the 
tendered tariff sheet as non-conforming 
agreements. GIG states that two of the 
FTSAs are being submitted for review 
under the Commission’s negotiated rate 
policies. CIG request that the tariff sheet 
is proposed to become effective October 
27, 2003. 

Any person desiring to be heard or to 
protest said filing should file a motion 
to intervene or a protest with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20426, in accordance with § 385.214 or 
385.211 of the Commission’s Rules and 
Regulations. All such motions or 
protests must be filed in accordance 
with § 154.210 of the Commission’s 
Regulations. Protests will be considered 
by the Commission in determining the 

appropriate action to be taken, but will 
not serve to make protestants parties to 
the proceedings. Any person wishing to 
become a party must file a motion to 
intervene. This filing is available for 
review at the Commission in the Public 
Reference Room or may be viewed on 
the Commission’s Web site at http://
www.ferc.gov using the ‘‘eLibrary’’. 
Enter the docket number excluding the 
last three digits in the docket number 
field to access the document. For 
assistance, please contact FERC Online 
Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll-
free at (866) 208–3676, or TTY, contact 
(202) 502–8659. The Commission 
strongly encourages electronic filings. 
See, 18 CFR 385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the 
instructions on the Commission’s web 
site under the ‘‘e-Filing’’ link. 

Comment Date: October 8, 2003.

Magalie R. Salas, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. E3–00020 Filed 10–8–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6717–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. RP03–619–000] 

Columbia Gas Transmission 
Corporation; Notice of Proposed 
Changes in FERC Gas Tariff 

October 2, 2003. 
Take notice that on September 26, 

2003, Columbia Gas Transmission 
Corporation (Columbia) tendered for 
filing as part of its FERC Gas Tariff, 
Second Revised Volume No. 1, the 
following tariff sheets to, bearing a 
proposed effective date of October 26, 
2003:
Seventh Revised Sheet No. 501
Second Revised Sheet No. 501A 
Seventh Revised Sheet No. 503
Second Revised Sheet No. 503.01

Columbia states it is filing to revise its 
Tariff to insert a footnote, along with 
associated ADQ and DDQ columns in 
Appendix A to its Rate Schedule FTS, 
NTS and OPT pro forma service 
agreements. Columbia further states the 
inclusion of the proposed language will 
help make the pro forma service 
agreements for all of Columbia’s firm 
transportation services consistent in this 
regard. 

Columbia states that copies of its 
filing have been mailed to all firm 
customers, interruptible customers and 
affected state commissions. 

Any person desiring to be heard or to 
protest said filing should file a motion 
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