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business hours (9 a.m.–5 p.m.) at the 
above facility. All documents in the 
public docket are also available for 
inspection and copying on the Internet 
at the docket facility’s Web site at
http://dms.dot.gov. 

Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into our dockets by the name 
of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s Privacy Act Statement in 
the Federal Register published on April 
11, 2000 (Volume 65, Number 70; Pages 
19477–78). The Statement may also be 
found at http://dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC, on November 
26, 2003. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 03–30099 Filed 12–2–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Petition for Waiver of Compliance 

In accordance with Part 211 of Title 
49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 
notice is hereby given that the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) received 
a request for a waiver of compliance 
with certain requirements of its safety 
standards. The individual petition is 
described below, including the party 
seeking relief, the regulatory provisions 
involved, the nature of the relief being 
requested, and the petitioner’s 
arguments in favour of relief. 

Union Pacific Railroad Company 

[Docket Number FRA–2003–16442] 
The Union Pacific Railroad Company 

(UP) seeks a waiver of compliance with 
the Locomotive Safety Standards, 49 
CFR part 229.25(b), as it pertains to the 
requirement that ‘‘all electrical devices 
and viable insulation shall be 
inspected’’ at each periodic inspection. 
If the waiver is granted, UP, as an 
alternate method to removing sufficient 
number of covers from traction motors 
and generators to visually inspect such 
equipment, would monitor ground 
leakage current. UP feels that 
monitoring groung leakage is superior to 
visual inspection method. 

Interested parties are invited to 
participate in these proceedings by 
submitting written views, data, or 
comments. FRA does not anticipate 
scheduling a public hearing in 
connection with these proceedings since 

the facts do not appear to warrant a 
hearing. If any interested party desires 
an opportunity for oral comment, they 
should notify FRA, in writing, before 
the end of the comment period and 
specify the basis for their request. 

All communications concerning these 
proceedings should identify the 
appropriate docket number (e.g., Waiver 
Petition Docket Number FRA–2003–
16442) and must be submitted to the 
Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room Pl–401, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 45 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by FRA before final action is 
taken. Comments received after that 
date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.–5 p.m.) at the 
above facility. All documents in the 
public docket are also available for 
inspection and copying on the Internet 
at the docket facility’s Web site at
http://dms.dot.gov. 

Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78). The 
Statement may also be found at http://
dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC, on November 
26, 2003. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 03–30102 Filed 12–2–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Notice of Application for Approval of 
Discontinuance or Modification of a 
Railroad Signal System or Relief From 
the Requirements of Title 49 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 236 

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) part 235 and 49 
U.S.C. 20502(a), the following railroad 
has petitioned the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) seeking approval 
for the discontinuance or modification 
of the signal system or relief from the 
requirements of 49 CFR part 236 as 
detailed below. 

Docket No. FRA–2003–16441 
Applicant: Norfolk Southern 

Corporation, Mr. Brian L. Sykes, Chief 
Engineer, C&S Engineering, 99 Spring 
Street, SW., Atlanta, Georgia 30303.
Norfolk Southern Corporation seeks 

approval of the proposed 
discontinuance and removal of the 
automatic permissive block (APB) signal 
system, on all main, siding, and 
auxiliary tracks, between Naples, 
milepost W–14.7 and Tuxedo, milepost 
W–26.0, in North Carolina, and between 
Landrum, milepost W–45.0 and Inman, 
milepost W–56.1, in South Carolina, on 
the Piedmont Division, Asheville to 
Charleston District. The proposed 
changes include conversion of the 
method of operation to track warrant 
control in the area where the APB 
system is removed, and retention of the 
APB system between mileposts W–0.0 
and W–14.7 and mileposts W–56.1 and 
W–65.1, on each end of the line 
segment. 

The reason given for the proposed 
changes is that the line between 
Asheville, and Spartanburg is no longer 
needed as a through route. The 
Asheville to Tuxedo portion on the west 
end will be used for local service and 
CPL coal trains, while the Landrum to 
Spartanburg portion on the east end will 
be used for local service only. 

Any interested party desiring to 
protest the granting of an application 
shall set forth specifically the grounds 
upon which the protest is made, and 
include a concise statement of the 
interest of the party in the proceeding. 
Additionally, one copy of the protest 
shall be furnished to the applicant at the 
address listed above. 

All communications concerning this 
proceeding should be identified by the 
docket number and must be submitted 
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room PL–401 
(Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 45 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by the FRA before final 
action is taken. Comments received after 
that date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.–5 p.m.) at the 
above facility. All documents in the 
public docket are also available for 
inspection and copying on the internet 
at the docket facility’s Web site at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FRA wishes to inform all potential 
commenters that anyone is able to 
search the electronic form of all 
comments received into any of our 
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dockets by the name of the individual 
submitting the comment (or signing the 
comment, if submitted on behalf of an 
association, business, labor union, etc.). 
You may review DOT’s complete 
Privacy Act Statement in the Federal 
Register published on April 11, 2000 
(Volume 65, Number 70; Pages 19477–
78) or you may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

FRA expects to be able to determine 
these matters without an oral hearing. 
However, if a specific request for an oral 
hearing is accompanied by a showing 
that the party is unable to adequately 
present his or her position by written 
statements, an application may be set 
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC on November 26, 
2003. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 03–30103 Filed 12–2–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2003–16462; Notice 1] 

General Motors Corporation, Receipt 
of Application for Decision of 
Inconsequential Noncompliance 

General Motors Corporation (GM) has 
determined that certain model year 2003 
and 2004 Saturn Ion Sedan and Coupe 
vehicles it produced and sold are not in 
full compliance with 49 CFR 571.118, 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
(FMVSS) No. 118, ‘‘Power-Operated 
Window, Partition, and Roof Panel 
Systems.’’ 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 
30120(h), GM has petitioned for a 
determination that this noncompliance 
is inconsequential to motor vehicle 
safety and has filed an appropriate 
report pursuant to 49 CFR part 573, 
‘‘Defect and Noncompliance Reports.’’ 

This notice of receipt of an 
application is published under 49 
U.S.C. 30118 and 30120 and does not 
represent any agency decision or other 
exercise of judgment concerning the 
merits of the application. 

GM has determined that all 2003 and 
2004 Model Year Saturn Ion Sedan and 
Coupe vehicles built before September 
5, 2003, and with a Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN) less than 
1G8AG52F24Z121302 and equipped 
with either power windows or a power 
sunroof do not conform to the 
requirements of S4(e) of FMVSS No. 
118. 

S4 provides that ‘‘power operated 
window, partition, or roof panel systems 
may be closed only in the following 
circumstances:’’

(e) During the interval between the time 
the locking device which controls the 
activation of the vehicle’s engine is turned off 
and the opening of either of a two-door 
vehicle’s doors or, in the case of a vehicle 
with more than two doors, the opening of 
either of its front doors.

GM states that opening the passenger 
side door on these vehicles, following 
the ignition key being turned to ‘‘OFF,’’ 
does not cancel the Retained Accessory 
Power (RAP) function, allowing the 
power-operated windows and roof panel 
to continue to operate for up to ten 
minutes or until the driver’s door is 
opened. Opening the driver’s door on 
these vehicles does cancel this RAP 
function. FMVSS 118, S4(e) requires 
that the RAP function be cancelled 
when either of the front doors is opened 
once the ignition key has been turned 
off. 

GM believes that the noncompliance 
is inconsequential to motor vehicle 
safety, and that no corrective action is 
warranted. GM supports this assertion 
on the basis that NHTSA has acted on 
three petitions involving vehicles in 
which power windows or roofs could be 
operated after the front door was 
opened: 

• In 1995, NHTSA granted a 
Volkswagen petition involving 
passenger cars. It agreed that the 
purpose of the requirement was still 
highly likely to be met because (1) if the 
operator exited by the driver’s door, the 
system was disabled and (2) it was 
unlikely that the driver would exit by 
the passenger door because that would 
require passing over the console 
between the front seats. 60 FR 48197 
(Sept. 18, 1995). 

• In 1997, NHTSA denied a Ford 
petition involving Mercury and Nissan 
minivans. NHTSA distinguished these 
vehicles from the Volkswagen passenger 
cars because (1) there was no console or 
other impediment to the driver exiting 
the passenger door, (2) the higher floor 
pan to ceiling height made it easier for 
the driver to exit the passenger door, 
and (3) the minivans were promoted for 
family use. 62 FR 51500 (Oct. 1, 1997). 

• In 1999, NHTSA granted a 
Mitsubishi petition involving passenger 
cars. NHTSA agreed that the Mitsubishi 
situation was comparable to the 
Volkswagen situation and unlike the 
Ford minivan situation. 64 FR 1650 (Jan. 
11, 1999). 

GM states that the Saturn situation is 
like those presented in the Volkswagen 
and Mitsubishi petitions. The power 
windows and roof remain operable only 

when the front passenger door is 
opened, a time when the operator 
presumably remains behind the wheel. 
The Saturn Ion Sedans and Coupes are 
equipped with bucket seats, a floor-
mounted transmission selector lever, a 
center console, and a center-mounted 
parking brake lever. These components 
and the low roofline make it very 
difficult for a driver to exit from the 
passenger door. 

GM has received no customer 
complaints or claims concerning this 
issue. Furthermore, the owner’s manual 
cautions against leaving unattended 
children in the vehicle:

Caution: Leaving children in a vehicle with 
the ignition key is dangerous for many 
reasons. A child or others could be badly 
injured or even killed. They could operate 
power windows or other controls or even 
make the vehicle move. Don’t leave keys in 
a vehicle with children.

The owner’s manual also has a 
caution about the risk of injury or death 
from heat exposure if a child is left 
unattended in a closed vehicle. GM 
states that, based primarily on that 
concern, there has been a substantial 
public awareness effort during the past 
few years by NHTSA, safety 
organizations, and vehicle 
manufacturers to discourage adults from 
leaving children in vehicles at any time. 

For these reasons, GM believes it is 
very unlikely that unsupervised 
children will be injured from operation 
of the power-operated windows and 
roof panel in these vehicles after the 
passenger door has been opened.

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments on the application described 
above. Comments must refer to the 
docket and notice number cited at the 
beginning of this notice and be 
submitted by any of the following 
methods: Mail: Docket Management 
Facility; U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Nassif Building, Room 
PL–401, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. Hand 
Delivery: Room PL–401 on the plaza 
level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC. It 
is requested, but not required, that two 
copies of the comments be provided. 
The Docket Section is open on 
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except 
Federal holidays. Comments may be 
submitted electronically by logging onto 
the Docket Management System Web 
site at http://dms.dot.gov. Click on 
‘‘Help’’ to obtain instructions for filing 
the document electronically. Comments 
may be faxed to 1–202–493–2251, or 
may be submitted to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal: Go to http://
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