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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR 222-226), and the Fur Seal Act of
1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et
seq.).

The original permit application (file
no. 1049-1718) was published in the
Federal Register on July 18, 2003 (68 FR
42689) and requested a five-year
scientific research permit to assess life
history parameters of humpback whales,
killer whales (Orcinus orca), sperm
whales (Physeter macrocephalus), fin
whales, sei whales (Balaenoptera
borealis), minke whales (Balaenoptera
acutorostrata), and gray whales
(Eschrichtius robustus). Requested takes
included photo-identification,
behavioral observation, passive acoustic
recording, biopsy sampling, incidental
harassment, and collection and/or
export of dead parts from the following
prey species during killer whale
predation studies: humpback, gray,
minke, sei, fin and sperm whales,
harbor porpoise (Phocoena phocoena),
Dall’s porpoise (Phocoenoides dalli),
harbor seals (Phoca vitulina), Pacific
white-sided dolphins (Lagenorhynchus
obliquidens), Northern fur seals
(Callorhinus ursinus), and Steller sea
lions (Eumetopias jubatus). All research
will take place in Alaskan waters.

The applicant has now amended the
application to add a request for 60
annual takes of humpback whales and
60 annual takes of fin whales through
the attachment of VHF and TDR tags by
suction cup. The applicant has also
requested an increase of 270 annual
takes by incidental harassment of these
two species during tagging activities. In
addition, skin cells retained by the
suction cup after its release from the
whale will be collected for genetic
analyses. The newly requested takes are
in addition to the takes already
requested in the original application
and outlined in the paragraph above.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: March 3, 2004.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04-5292 Filed 3—8-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 030404B]

Strategic Plan for Fisheries Research
(2004)

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The NMFS announces the
availability of the Strategic Plan for
Fisheries Research (2004). The
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(MSFCMA) requires the Secretary of
Commerce to develop, triennially, a
strategic plan for fisheries research for
the subsequent 5 years.

ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the
NMFS Strategic Plan for Fisheries
Research (2004) should be directed to
Mark Chandler, Research, Analysis, and
Coordination Division, Office of Science
and Technology, NMFS, NOAA, 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910. Phone: (301) 713-2363. Fax:
(301) 713-1875.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark Chandler at 301-713-2363 ext.
152. e-mail: Mark.Chandler@noaa.gov
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access

The NMFS Strategic Plan for Fisheries
Research (2004) may be viewed in its
entirety on the World Wide Web at
http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st2/index.html.
Section 404 of the MSFCMA requires
the Secretary of Commerce to publish in
the Federal Register a strategic plan for
fisheries research for the 5 years
immediately following its publication.
The MSFCMA requires that the plan
address four major areas of research: (1)
Research to support fishery
conservation and management; (2)
conservation engineering research; (3)
research on the fisheries; and (4)
information management research. The
MSFCMA specifies that the plan shall
contain a limited number of priority
objectives for each of these research
areas; indicate goals and timetables;
provide a role for commercial fishermen

in such research; provide for collection
and dissemination of complete and
accurate information concerning fishing
activities; and be developed in
cooperation with the Councils and
affected states.

This plan is based upon and entirely
consistent with the overarching NOAA
Fisheries Strategic Plan (NFSP) recently
released in July 2003. The objectives
under each goal in the NMFS Strategic
Plan for Fisheries Research (2004)
correspond to strategies in the NFSP.

The scope of the NMFS Strategic Plan
for Fisheries Research (2004) is solely
fisheries research to support the
MSFCMA. It does not include the
regulatory and enforcement components
of the NMFS’ mission. The NMFS
currently conducts a comprehensive
program of fisheries research and
involves industry and others interested
in fisheries in planning and
implementing its objectives.

Dated: March 4, 2004.

William Fox, Jr.,

Director, Office of Science and Technology,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—5294 Filed 3—8—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.
SUMMARY: The Leader, Regulatory
Information Management Group, Office
of the Chief Information Officer, invites
comments on the proposed information
collection requests as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before May 10,
2004.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35) requires
that the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) provide interested
Federal agencies and the public an early
opportunity to comment on information
collection requests. OMB may amend or
waive the requirement for public
consultation to the extent that public
participation in the approval process
would defeat the purpose of the
information collection, violate State or
Federal law, or substantially interfere
with any agency’s ability to perform its
statutory obligations. The Leader,
Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, publishes that notice containing
proposed information collection
requests prior to submission of these
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requests to OMB. Each proposed
information collection, grouped by
office, contains the following: (1) Type
of review requested, e.g. new, revision,
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2)
Title; (3) Summary of the collection; (4)
Description of the need for, and
proposed use of, the information; (5)
Respondents and frequency of
collection; and (6) Reporting and/or
Recordkeeping burden. OMB invites
public comment.

The Department of Education is
especially interested in public comment
addressing the following issues: (1) Is
this collection necessary to the proper
functions of the Department; (2) will
this information be processed and used
in a timely manner; (3) is the estimate
of burden accurate; (4) how might the
Department enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (5) how might the
Department minimize the burden of this
collection on the respondents, including
through the use of information
technology.

Dated: March 3, 2004.
Angela C. Arrington,

Leader, Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information Officer.

Office of Elementary and Secondary
Education

Type of Review: Reinstatement.
Title: State Data Collection for the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance

Act.

Frequency: Annually.

Affected Public: State, local, or tribal
gov’t, SEAs or LEAs (primary).

Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour
Burden: Responses: 51. Burden Hours:
4,080.

Abstract: State Education Agencies
will submit information to the
Department of Education to be able to
determine the extent to which States
ensure homeless children and youth
have access to a free, appropriate public
education under Title X Part C of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The
purpose of the Education for Homeless
Children and Youth Program is to
improve the educational outcomes for
children and youth in homeless
situations. The statues for this program
are designed to ensure all homeless
children and youth have equal access to
public school education and for States
and LEAs to review and revise policies
and regulations to remove barriers to
enrolling, attendance and academic
achievement.

Requests for copies of the proposed
information collection request may be
accessed from http://edicsweb.ed.gov,
by selecting the ‘“‘Browse Pending

Collections” link and by clicking on
link number 2476. When you access the
information collection, click on
“Download Attachments” to view.
Written requests for information should
be addressed to Vivian Reese,
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional
Office Building 3, Washington, DC
20202-4651 or to the e-mail address
vivian_reese@ed.gov. Requests may also
be electronically mailed to the Internet
address OCIO_RIMG®@ed.gov or faxed to
202-708-9346. Please specify the
complete title of the information
collection when making your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be directed to Kathy Axt at her
e-mail address Kathy Axt@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. 04-5217 Filed 3—-8—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.

SUMMARY: The Leader, Regulatory
Information Management Group, Office
of the Chief Information Officer, invites
comments on the proposed information
collection requests as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before May 10,
2004.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35) requires
that the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) provide interested
Federal agencies and the public an early
opportunity to comment on information
collection requests. OMB may amend or
waive the requirement for public
consultation to the extent that public
participation in the approval process
would defeat the purpose of the
information collection, violate State or
Federal law, or substantially interfere
with any agency’s ability to perform its
statutory obligations. The Leader,
Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, publishes that notice containing
proposed information collection
requests prior to submission of these
requests to OMB. Each proposed
information collection, grouped by
office, contains the following: (1) Type

of review requested, e.g., new, revision,
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2)
Title; (3) Summary of the collection; (4)
Description of the need for, and
proposed use of, the information; (5)
Respondents and frequency of
collection; and (6) Reporting and/or
Recordkeeping burden. OMB invites
public comment. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology.

Dated: March 4, 2004.
Angela C. Arrington,

Leader, Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information Officer.

Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services

Type of Review: Extension.

Title: Grantee Reporting Form.

Frequency: Annually.

Affected Public: Businesses or other
for-profit; Not-for-profit institutions,
State, local, or tribal Gov’t, SEAs or
LEAs.

Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour
Burden: Responses: 350.

Burden Hours: 400.

Abstract: The Grantee Reporting Form
is an information collection form that
has been approved and extended with
minor modifications by OMB until
February 29, 2004. RSA currently uses
the Grantee Reporting Form to assess
grantees’ compliance with program
requirements and to report to Congress
performance and progress in meeting
the purpose for training programs as
mandated in Title III of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended:
to “ensure that skilled personnel are
available to provide rehabilitation
services to individuals with disabilities
through vocational, medical, social, and
psychological rehabilitation programs
* * *» The Grantee Reporting Form
will provide specific information in this
regard, including the number of RSA
scholars entering the public vocational
rehabilitation workforce, in what
rehabilitation field, and in what type of
employment (e.g. State VR agency,
nonprofit service provider or practice
group).

Requests for copies of the proposed
information collection request may be
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