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program helps to ensure that requested
data can be provided in the desired
format, reporting burden (time and
financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be
properly assessed.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
May 18, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Darrin
King, Chief, Records Management
Branch, 1100 Wilson Boulevard, Room
2139, Arlington, VA 22203-1984.
Commenters are encouraged to send
their comments on a computer disk or
via Internet e-mail to
king.darrin@dol.gov, along with an
original printed copy. Mr. King can be
reached at (202) 693—9838 (voice), or
(703) 693—-9801 (facsimile).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
proposed information collection request
may be viewed on the Internet by
accessing the MSHA Home page
(http://www.msha.gov) and selecting
Statutory and Regulatory Information,
then Paperwork Reduction Act
submission (http://www.msha.gov/
regspwork.htm), or by contacting Darrin
King, Records Management Branch, U.S.
Department of Labor, Mine Safety and
Health Administration, Room 2139,
1100 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA
22203-1984. Mr. King can be reached at
king.darrin@dol.gov (Internet e-mail),
(703) 693-9838 (voice), or (703) 693—
9801 (facsimile).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The standard 30 CFR 77.1900 was
enacted in 1971 and was amended in
1982 and again in 1995. The standard
requires underground coal mine
operators to develop a prudent
engineered design plan to develop a
slope or shaft whenever an operator
decides to open such a coal mine. The
plan is required by the standard and is
to be reviewed and approved by MSHA
before the actual hazardous work
begins.

II. Desired Focus of Comments

Currently, the Mine Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA) is soliciting
comments concerning the proposed
extension of the information collection
related to Slope and Shaft Sinking
Plans. MSHA is particularly interested
in comments which:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses.

A copy of the proposed information
collection request may be viewed on the
Internet by accessing the MSHA Home
page (http://www.msha.gov) and
selecting “Rules and Regs” then
“Paperwork Reduction Act Supporting
Statements” (http://www.msha.gov/
regspwork.htm)”, or by contacting the
employee listed above in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of
this notice for a hard copy.

III. Current Actions

The 78 slope or shaft development
plans that MSHA receives on an annual
basis, are reviewed to ensure that the
required work is performed in a safe
manner, and it protects those miners
performing the work. Prudent
engineering design does evolve along
with improved machinery to perform
the work, but there has not been any
revision to the requirements for such a
plan. Currently, the Mine Safety and
Health Administration (MSHA) is
soliciting comments concerning the
proposed extension of the information
collection related to Slope and Shaft
Sinking Plans.

Type of Review: Extension.

Agency: Mine Safety and Health
Administration.

Title: Slope and Shaft Sinking Plans.

OMB Number: 1219-0019.

Recordkeeping: Records are normally
required to be kept for 3 years.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit.

Cite/Reference/Form/etc: 30 CFR
77.1900.

Total Respondents: 78.

Frequency: On occasion.

Total Responses: 78.

Average Time per Response: 20 hours.

Estimated Total Burden Hours: 1,560.

Total Burden Cost (Operating/
Maintaining): $1,170.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for Office of
Management and Budget approval of the
information collection request; they will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated in Arlington, Virginia, this 11th day
of March, 2004.

David L. Meyer,

Director, Office of Administration and
Management.

[FR Doc. 04—6176 Filed 3—18—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-43-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Mine Safety and Health Administration

Proposed Information Collection
RequestSubmitted for Public Comment
and Recommendations; Qualification
and Certification Program

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor, as
part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden
conducts a pre-clearance consultation
program to provide the general public
and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing collections of
information in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA95) (44 U.S.C. 3506 (c)(2)(A)). This
program helps to ensure that requested
data can be provided in the desired
format, reporting burden (time and
financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be
properly assessed.

Currently, the Mine Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA) is soliciting
comments concerning the extension of
the information collection related to the
Sections 317(c) of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977 (Mine
Act), 30 U.S.C. 877(c), and 30 CFR
75.1702 which prohibits persons from
smoking or carrying smoking materials
underground or in places where there is
a fire or explosion hazard.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
May 18, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Darrin
King, Chief, Records Management
Division, Administration and
Management 1100 Wilson Boulevard,
Room 2139, Arlington, VA 22209-3939.
Commenters are encouraged to send
their comments on computer disk, or via
Internet E-mail to
King-Darrin@MSHA.Gov. Mr. King can
be reached at (202) 693—-9838 (voice), or
(202) 693—9801 (facsimile).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ,
Darrin King, Chief, Records
Management Division, U.S. Department
of Labor, Mine Safety and Health
Administration, Room 2139, 1100
Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA
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22209-3939. Mr. King can be reached at
King-Darrin@MSHA.Gov (Internet E-
mail), (202) 693—9838 (voice), or (202)
693-9801 (facsimile).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Under the Mine Act and §75.1702,
coal mine operators are required to
develop programs to prevent persons
from carrying smoking materials,
matches, or lighters underground and to
prevent smoking in hazardous areas,
such as in or around oil houses,
explosives magazines, etc. The Mine Act
and the standard further require that the
mine operator submit the program plan
to MSHA for approval. The purpose of
the program is to insure that a fire or
explosion hazard does not occur.

A cigarette lighter was found to be the
cause of a mine explosion that took the
lives of 13 men in December 1981 and
there have been many other similar
occurrences in the past. As recently as
May 1994, a mine explosion resulted in
two fatalities, serious injuries to other
survivors and severe damage to the
mine. MSHA'’s investigation determined
that the explosion’s most likely source
of ignition was the open flame of a
cigarette lighter or match.

II. Desired Focus of Comments

MSHA is particularly interested in
comments which:

e Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate tﬁe accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses.

A copy of the proposed information
collection request can be obtained by
contacting the employee listed in the
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section of this notice, or viewed on the
Internet by accessing the MSHA Home
page (http://www.msha.gov) and then
choosing “Statutory and Regulatory
Information” and ‘“‘Federal Register
Documents.”

III. Current Actions

The mine operator uses the
information to conduct the program.
MSHA uses the information to
determine the mine operator’s
compliance with the standard and that
a program is developed and
implemented to prevent smoking in
hazardous areas.

Type of Review: Extension.

Agency: Mine Safety and Health
Administration.

Title: Program to Prevent Smoking in
Hazardous Areas.

OMB Number: 1219-0041.

Recordkeeping: While there is no
specific requirement that records be
maintained for more than three years,
all underground coal mines must have
an approved smoking materials search
plan in effect during the entire time they
are operating.

Frequency: On occasion.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit.

Respondents: 184.

Estimated Time Per Respondent: .5
hours.

Total Burden Hours: 92 hours.

Total Burden Cost (capital/startup):
$0.
Total Burden Cost (operating/
maintaining): $0.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for Office of
Management and Budget approval of the
information collection request; they will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated at Arlington, Virginia, this 12th day
of March, 2004.

David L. Meyer,

Director, Office of Administration and
Management.

[FR Doc. 04-6177 Filed 3—18-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-43-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Mine Safety and Health Administration

Proposed Information Collection
Request Submitted for Public
Comment and Recommendations;
Health Standards for Diesel
Particulates (Underground Coal)

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor, as
part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden
conducts a pre-clearance consultation
program to provide the general public
and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing collections of
information in accordance with the

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA95) [44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)]. This
program helps to ensure that requested
data can be provided in the desired
format, reporting burden (time and
financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be
properly assessed.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
May 18, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to, Darrin
King, Chief, Records Management
Branch, 1100 Wilson Boulevard, Room
2139, Arlington, VA 22209-3939.
Commenters are encouraged to send
their comments on computer disk, or via
Internet E-mail to king.darrin@dol.gov.
Mr. King can be reached at (202) 693—
9838 (voice), or (202) 693—9801
(facsimile).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ,
Darrin King, Chief, Records
Management Branch, U.S. Department
of Labor, Mine Safety and Health
Administration, Room 2139, 1100
Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA
22209-3939. Mr. King can be reached at
king.darrin@dol.gov (202) 693—-9838
(voice), or (202) 693—9801 (facsimile).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Mine Safety and Health
Administration’s (MSHA) standards and
regulations for diesel particulate in
underground coal mines serve to protect
coal miners who work on and around
diesel-powered equipment. The internal
combustion engines that power diesel
equipment expose miners to potential
health risks from exposure to diesel
exhaust emissions. These standards and
regulations contain information
collection requirements for
underground coal mine operators.

II. Desired Focus of Comments

MSHA is particularly interested in
comments which:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
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