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report so stating required under
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section must
be received within 3 days after the end
of the reporting week, or by midnight on
the following Tuesday.

(ii) Dealers—small. (A) Through April
30, 2005. Detailed trip reports, required
by paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section,
must be received within 3 days after the
end of the reporting week, or by
midnight on the following Tuesday. If
no fish are purchased or received during
a reporting week, the report so stating
required under paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this
section must be received also within 3
days after the end of the reporting week,
or by midnight on the following
Tuesday.

(B) Effective May 1, 2005. Detailed
trip reports, required by paragraph
(a)(1)() of this section, must be received
by midnight of the next business day
following the day fish are purchased or
received from a fishing vessel. Reports
of purchases or receipts made on a
Friday, Saturday, or Sunday must be
received by midnight of the following
Monday. If no fish are purchased or
received during a reporting week, the
report so stating required under
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section must
be received within 3 days after the end
of the reporting week, or by midnight on
the following Tuesday.

(iii) Dealers who want to make
corrections to their trip-level reports via
the electronic editing features may do so
for up to 3 business days following
submission of the initial report. If a
correction is needed more than 3
business days following the submission
of the initial trip-level report, the dealer
must contact NMFS directly to request
an extension of time to make the
correction.

(iv) Through April 30, 2005, to
accommodate the potential lag in
availability of some required data, the
trip identifier, price, and disposition
information may be submitted after the
initial report, but must be received
within 16 days of the end of the
reporting week or the end of the
calendar month, whichever is later.
Dealers will be able to access and
update previously submitted trip
identifier, price, and disposition data.
Effective May 1, 2005, the trip identifier
must be submitted with the initial
purchase report, as required under
paragraphs (f)(1)(i) and (f)(1)(ii)(B) of
this section.

(v) Effective May 1, 2005, to
accommodate the potential lag in
availability of some required data, price
and disposition information only may
be submitted after the initial report, but
must be received within 16 days of the
end of the reporting week or the end of

the calendar month, whichever is later.
Dealers will be able to access and
update previously submitted price and
disposition data.

(vi) Annual reports for a calendar year
must be postmarked or received by
February 10 of the following year.
Contact the Regional Administrator (see
Table 1 to §600.502) for the address of
NMEFS Statistics.

* * * * *

(3) At-sea purchasers, receivers, or
processors. All persons, except persons
on Atlantic herring carrier vessels,
purchasing, receiving, or processing any
Atlantic herring, summer flounder,
Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish,
scup, or black sea bass at sea for landing
at any port of the United States must
submit information identical to that
required by paragraph (a)(1) of this
section and provide those reports to the
Regional Administrator or designee by
the same mechanism and on the same
frequency basis.

* * * * *
[FR Doc. 04-6476 Filed 3—19-04; 10:00 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher vessels
60 feet (18.3 m) length overall (LOA)
and longer using hook-and-line gear in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary to prevent exceeding the A
season allocation of 2004 total allowable
catch (TAC) of Pacific cod allocated for
catcher vessels 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA and
longer using hook-and-line gear in this
area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.Lt.), March 18, 2004, until 1200
hrs, A.L.t., August 15, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]OSh
Keaton, (907) 586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2004 final harvest specification
for groundfish of the BSAI (69 FR 9242,
February 27, 2004), allocated a directed
fishing allowance for Pacific cod of 182
metric tons to catcher vessels 60 feet
(18.3 m) LOA and longer using hook-
and-line gear in the BSAI for the period
1200 hrs, A.Lt., January 1, 2004, through
1200 hrs, A.Lt., June 10, 2004. See
§679.20(c)(3)(iii), §679.20(c)(5), and
§679.20(a)(7)(1)(A) and (C).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the A season allocation
of the 2004 Pacific cod TAC allocated as
a directed fishing allowance to catcher
vessels 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA and longer
using hook-and-line gear in the BSAI
will soon be reached. Consequently,
NMEFS is prohibiting directed fishing for
Pacific cod by catcher vessels 60 feet
(18.3 m) LOA and longer using hook-
and-line gear in the BSAL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent the Agency
from responding to the most recent
fisheries data in a timely fashion and
would delay the closure the A season
allocation of Pacific cod specified for
catcher vessels 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA and
longer using hook-and-line gear in the
BSAL

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.
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This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 17, 2004.
John H. Dunnigan,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—6475 Filed 3—18-04; 3:08 pm]
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