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Is There Other Information That Relates to
This Subject?

(i) Australian Airworthiness Directive AD/
GAF-N22/65 Amdt 3, dated May 5, 2000,
also addresses the subject of this AD.

Issued in Kansas Gity, Missouri, on March
17, 2004.
James E. Jackson,

Acting Manager, Small Airplane Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—6417 Filed 3—30—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2003-SW-45-AD; Amendment
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RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Sikorsky
Aircraft Corporation Model S-76 A, B,
and C Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) for
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation (Sikorsky)
Model S-76 A, B, and C helicopters
with dual channel autopilot and dual
inverters installed. This action requires
a test to determine if the No. 1 inverter
is wired to the DC essential bus, and if
so, it requires modifying the wiring so
that the No. 1 inverter is wired to the
No. 2 DC primary bus and the No. 2
inverter is wired to the DC essential bus.
If the wiring modification is required
and is not performed before further
flight, then revising the Rotorcraft Flight
Manual (RFM) before further flight to
limit the maximum instrument
meteorological conditions (IMC)
airspeed and installing a placard near
the airspeed indicator is also required.
The wiring modification is required
within 30 days. This amendment is
prompted by three incidents in which a
No. 2 generator intermittent malfunction
occurred and both autopilots
disengaged. The actions specified in this
AD are intended to prevent both
autopilots from disengaging following a
No. 2 DC generator failure, and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter during IMC operations.
DATES: Effective April 15, 2004.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of April 15,
2004.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
June 1, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2003—SW-
45-AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room
663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. You may
also send comments electronically to
the Rules Docket at the following
address: 9-asw-adcomments@faa.gov.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from Sikorsky
Aircraft Corporation, Attn: Manager,
Commercial Tech Support, 6900 Main
Street, Stratford, Connecticut 06614,
phone (203) 386-3001, fax (203) 386—
5983. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort
Worth, Texas; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Solomon Hecht, Aviation Safety
Engineer, Boston Aircraft Certification
Office, 12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA 01803, telephone (781)
238-7159, fax (781) 238-7170.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
amendment adopts a new AD for
Sikorsky Model S-76 A, B, and C
helicopters with dual channel autopilot
and dual inverters installed. This action
requires, before further flight,
determining if the No. 1 inverter is
wired to the DC essential bus, and if it
is, modifying the wiring or installing a
placard that limits the maximum IMC
airspeed to 120 knots indicated airspeed
(KIAS) as well as annotating the
Operating Limitations section of the
RFM to reflect this limit. Also, this
action requires, within 30 days, for
those helicopters with the No. 1 inverter
wired to the DC essential bus, modifying
the electrical wiring so that the No. 1
inverter, which powers the co-pilot’s
Automatic Flight Control System
(AFCS) computer, is wired to the No. 2
DC primary bus and also modifying the
electrical wiring so that the No. 2
inverter, which powers the pilot’s AFCS
computer, is wired to the DC essential
bus. If installed, removing the placard
and the RFM annotation is allowed after
modifying the electrical wiring. This
amendment is prompted by three
incidents in which a No. 2 generator
had an intermittent malfunction and
both autopilots disengaged. The actions
specified in this AD are intended to
prevent both autopilots from
disengaging following a No. 2 DC
generator failure, and subsequent loss of

control of the helicopter during IMC
operations.

The FAA has reviewed Sikorsky Alert
Service Bulletin (ASB) No. 76—24—14A,
Revision A, dated October 9, 2003,
which describes procedures for
performing a test to determine if the No.
1 inverter is wired to the DC essential
bus, and provides the required wiring
modification to relocate the source for
the No. 2 Inverter to the DC essential
bus and to relocate the No. 1 Inverter to
the No. 2 DC bus, if required. The ASB
also provides for a temporary airspeed
limitation of 120 knots indicated
airspeed during IMC operations until
the required wiring modification is
completed.

This unsafe condition is likely to exist
or develop on other helicopters of the
same type design. Therefore, this AD is
being issued to prevent both autopilots
from disengaging following a No. 2 DC
generator failure, and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter during IMC
operations. This action requires, before
further flight, determining if the No. 1
inverter is wired to the DC essential bus,
and if it is, modifying the wiring or
installing a placard that limits the
maximum IMC airspeed to 120 KIAS as
well as annotating the Operating
Limitations section of the RFM to reflect
this limit. Also, this action requires,
within 30 days, for those helicopters
with the No. 1 inverter wired to the DC
essential bus, modifying the electrical
wiring so that the No. 1 inverter, which
powers the co-pilot’s AFCS computer, is
wired to the No. 2 DC primary bus and
also modifying the electrical wiring so
that the No. 2 inverter, which powers
the pilot’s AFCS computer, is wired to
the DC essential bus. If installed,
removing the placard and the RFM
annotation is allowed after modifying
the electrical wiring. The short
compliance time involved is required
because the previously described
critical unsafe condition can adversely
affect the controllability of the
helicopter. Therefore, the previously
described airspeed limitation reduction
is required before further flight, and this
AD must be issued immediately.

Since a situation exists that requires
the immediate adoption of this
regulation, it is found that notice and
opportunity for prior public comment
hereon are impracticable, and that good
cause exists for making this amendment
effective in less than 30 days.

The FAA estimates that this AD will
affect 105 helicopters. The operational
test will take approximately 1 work
hour to accomplish and the wiring
modification will take approximately 2
work hours to accomplish at an average
labor rate of $65 per work hour. The
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materials required to perform the
modification consists of 2 wire sleeve
markers whose cost is negligible. Based
on these figures, we estimate the total
cost impact of the AD on U.S. operators
to be $18,525 assuming that all 105
helicopters will be tested and about 90
helicopters will need the modification.

Comments Invited

Although this action is in the form of
a final rule that involves requirements
affecting flight safety and, thus, was not
preceded by notice and an opportunity
for public comment, comments are
invited on this rule. Interested persons
are invited to comment on this rule by
submitting such written data, views, or
arguments as they may desire.
Communications should identify the
Rules Docket number and be submitted
in triplicate to the address specified
under the caption ADDRESSES. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments will be
considered, and this rule may be
amended in light of the comments
received. Factual information that
supports the commenter’s ideas and
suggestions is extremely helpful in
evaluating the effectiveness of the AD
action and determining whether
additional rulemaking action would be
needed.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the rule that might suggest a need to
modify the rule. All comments
submitted will be available in the Rules
Docket for examination by interested
persons. A report that summarizes each
FAA-public contact concerned with the
substance of this AD will be filed in the
Rules Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this rule must
submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to
Docket No. 2003—-SW—45—-AD.” The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

The regulations adopted herein will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national Government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, it is
determined that this final rule does not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132.

The FAA has determined that this
regulation is an emergency regulation
that must be issued immediately to
correct an unsafe condition in aircraft,
and that it is not a “‘significant

regulatory action”” under Executive
Order 12866. It has been determined
further that this action involves an
emergency regulation under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979). If it is
determined that this emergency
regulation otherwise would be
significant under DOT Regulatory
Policies and Procedures, a final
regulatory evaluation will be prepared
and placed in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it, if filed, may be obtained from the
Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

m Accordingly, pursuant to the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the Federal Aviation Administration
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding
a new airworthiness directive to read as
follows:

2004-06-04 Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation:
Amendment 39-13530. Docket No.
2003-SW-45-AD.

Applicability: Model S-76 A, B, and C
helicopters, with a dual channel autopilot
and with dual inverters installed, certificated
in any category.

Note: The following serial-numbered
helicopters were manufactured with the dual
channel autopilots and dual inverters
installed:

S-76 A Serial Numbers: 760267, 760268,
760270 through 760298, 760300 through
760302, 760304 through 760309, 760364,
760366, 760369 through 760371, 760373
through 760378;

S-76 B Serial Numbers: 760262, 760269,
760299, 760303, 760310 through 760363,
760365, 760367, 760368, 760372, 760379
through 760382, 760387, 760391, 760393,
760395, 760399, 760403, 760404, 760409,
760410, 760413, 760414, 760416, 760425,
760427 through 760430, 762976 (760433),
760437, 760439, 760441 through 760445,
760447 through 760452, 760454, 760455,
760458, 760462, 760465, and 760507; and

S-76 C Serial Numbers: 760383 through
760386, 760388 through 760390, 760392,
760394, 760396 through 760398, 760400
through 760402, 760405 through 760408,
760411, 760412, 760415, 760417 through
760424, 760426, 760431, 760432, 760434

through 760436, 760438, 760440, 760446,
760453, 760456, 760457, 760459 through
760461, 760463, 760464, 760466 through
760506, and 760508 through 760526.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent both autopilots from
disengaging following a No. 2 DC generator
failure, and subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter during instrument meteorological
conditions (IMC) flight, do the following:

(a) Before further flight:

(1) Determine if the No. 1 inverter is wired
to the DC essential bus by following the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph 3.B.
of Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation Alert
Service Bulletin No. 76—24—14A, Revision A,
dated October 9, 2003 (ASB).

(2) If the No. 1 inverter is wired to the DC
essential bus, and the wiring modification is
not accomplished as described in paragraph
(b) of this AD, then before further flight,
install a placard near the airspeed indicator
that contains the limitation “Maximum IMC
Airspeed 120 KIAS” and annotate this
airspeed limitation in the Operating
Limitation section of the Rotorcraft Flight
Manual (RFM).

(b) Within 30 days, for those helicopters
with the No.1 inverter wired to the DC
essential bus, modify the electrical wiring so
that the No.1 inverter, which powers the co-
pilot’s Automatic Flight Control System
(AFCS) computer, is wired to the No. 2 DC
primary bus and the No. 2 inverter, which
powers the pilot’s AFCS computer, is wired
to the DC essential bus by following the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph 3.C.
of the ASB.

(c) After modifying the electrical wiring as
required in paragraph (b) of this AD, remove
the placard and RFM annotation.

(d) To request a different method of
compliance or a different compliance time
for this AD, follow the procedures in 14 CFR
39.19. Contact the Boston Aircraft
Certification Office, Engine and Propeller
Directorate, FAA, for information about
previously approved alternative methods of
compliance.

(e) The test, modification, revision and
placard installation shall be done in
accordance with Sikorsky Aircraft
Corporation Alert Service Bulletin No. 76—
24-14A, Revision A, dated October 9, 2003.
This incorporation by reference was
approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation, Attn:
Manager, Commercial Tech Support, 6900
Main Street, Stratford, Connecticut 06614,
phone (203) 386—3001, fax (203) 386-5983.
Copies may be inspected at the FAA, Office
of the Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas; or at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700,
Washington, DC.

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
April 15, 2004.
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Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 10,
2004.

Scott A. Horn,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—6777 Filed 3—30—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2004-NM-41-AD; Amendment
39-13545; AD 2004-07-01]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Bombardier
Model CL-600-2C10 (Regional Jet
Series 700 & 701), and CL-600-2D24
(Regional Jet Series 900) Series
Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is
applicable to certain Bombardier Model
CL-600—-2C10 (Regional Jet Series 700 &
701) and CL-600—-2D24 (Regional Jet
Series 900) series airplanes. This action
requires revising the airplane flight
manual to advise the flightcrew to
monitor the fuel quantity in the center
fuel tank throughout the flight. This
action also requires repetitive tests to
detect a fuel leak between the wing fuel
tanks and the center fuel tank; and
further related investigative and
corrective actions, if necessary. For
certain airplanes, this AD also requires
installation of flexible hoses and
brackets in the fuel feed system. This
action is necessary to detect and correct
cracking in the primary fuel ejector.
Cracking in the primary fuel ejector
could cause fuel leakage into the center
fuel tank, which could result in engine
shutdown during flight. This action is
intended to address the identified
unsafe condition.

DATES: Effective April 15, 2004.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of April 15,
2004.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
April 30, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM-114,

Attention: Rules Docket No. 2004—NM—
41-AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055—4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Comments may be submitted
via fax to (425) 227-1232. Comments
may also be sent via the Internet using
the following address: 9-anm-
iarcomment@faa.gov. Comments sent
via the Internet must contain “Docket
No. 2004-NM—41-AD” in the subject
line and need not be submitted in
triplicate. Comments sent via fax or the
Internet as attached electronic files must
be formatted in Microsoft Word 97 or
2000 or ASCII text.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from
Bombardier, Inc., Canadair, Aerospace
Group, P.O. Box 6087, Station Centre-
ville, Montreal, Quebec H3C 3G9,
Canada. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at
the FAA, New York Aircraft
Certification Office, 1600 Stewart
Avenue, Suite 410, Westbury, New
York; or at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW.,
suite 700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Delisio, Aerospace Engineer,
Airframe and Propulsion Branch, ANE-
171, FAA, New York Aircraft
Certification Office, 1600 Stewart
Avenue, Suite 410, Westbury, New York
11590; telephone (516) 228-7321; fax
(516) 794-5531.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Transport
Canada Civil Aviation (TCCA), which is
the airworthiness authority for Canada,
recently notified the FAA that an unsafe
condition may exist on certain
Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10
(Regional Jet Series 700 & 701) and CL—
600—2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900)
series airplanes. TCCA advises that
there have been two instances of
longitudinal cracks found in the
primary fuel ejector on affected
airplanes. This condition, if not
corrected, could result in fuel leakage
from the wing tanks into the center tank,
which could cause engine shutdown
during flight.

Explanation of Relevant Service
Information

Bombardier has issued the following
Temporary Revisions (TRs) to the
Airplane Flight Manuals (AFM),
Document CSP B-012 (for Model CL—
600—2C10 (Regional Jet Series 700 &
701) series airplanes) and CSP C-012

(for Model CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet
Series 900) series airplanes):

¢ CRJ Regional Jet (Bombardier) TR RJ
700/52-2, dated December 19, 2003, to
the Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10
AFM, Document CSP B-012.

¢ CRJ Regional Jet (Bombardier) TR R]
900/10-1, dated December 19, 2003, to
the Bombardier Model CL-600-2D24
AFM, Document CSP C-012.

These TRs describe revisions to the
Abnormal Procedures section of the
AFM to advise the flightcrew to monitor
the fuel quantity in the center fuel tank
throughout the flight.

Bombardier has also issued CR]J 700/
900 Regional Jet Alert Service Bulletin
670BA-28-025, Revision A, dated
December 15, 2003. This service
bulletin describes procedures for
performing repetitive tests to detect fuel
leaking between the wing tanks and the
center tank. The leak test involves
filling the wing fuel tanks with a
specified quantity of fuel, and
monitoring the amount of fuel increase
in the center tank over time. The service
bulletin describes procedures for
sending the results of the leak test to the
Bombardier Technical Help Desk.

If the amount of fuel increase in the
center fuel tank is more than 150
pounds (68 Kgs), the service bulletin
describes procedures for further related
investigative and corrective actions. The
related investigative action is
performing a visual inspection of the
center tank (including the ejectors and
fuel system components) to determine
the source of the leak. When the source
of the leak is found, the corrective
action is replacing any cracked or
damaged part with a new part. The
service bulletin also includes directions
for faxing the results of inspections to
Bombardier, and for sending all
replaced parts to Bombardier.

TCCA classified these TRs, and this
service bulletin as mandatory and
issued Canadian airworthiness directive
CF-2004-04, dated February 12, 2004,
to ensure the continued airworthiness of
these airplanes in Canada.

For airplanes having serial number
10005 through 10065 inclusive, the
service bulletin states that, prior to the
leak test, flexible hoses and brackets
must be installed in the fuel feed system
in accordance with Bombardier CRJ 700
Regional Jet Service Bulletin 670BA—
28-008, Revision G, dated January 23,
2003. These installations are intended to
address conditions that can result in
fuel line and coupling damage, and
leakage due to the combined effects of
installation misalignment and vibration.
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