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would defeat the purpose of the
information collection, violate State or
Federal law, or substantially interfere
with any agency’s ability to perform its
statutory obligations. The Leader,
Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, publishes that notice containing
proposed information collection
requests prior to submission of these
requests to OMB. Each proposed
information collection, grouped by
office, contains the following: (1) Type
of review requested, e.g. new, revision,
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2)
title; (3) summary of the collection; (4)
description of the need for, and
proposed use of, the information; (5)
respondents and frequency of
collection; and (6) reporting and/or
recordkeeping burden. OMB invites
public comment. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology.

Dated: April 12, 2004.
Angela C. Arrington,

Leader, Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information Officer.

Office of Management

Type of Review: Reinstatement.

Title: Performance Based Data Management
Initiative.

Frequency: Annually.

Affected Public: State, local, or tribal gov't,
SEAs or LEAs.

Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour
Burden:

Responses: 66,052.
Burden Hours: 288,480.

Abstract: The Performance Based Data
Management Initiative (PBDMI) is in the first
phase of a multiple year effort to consolidate
the collection of education information about
States, Districts, and Schools in a way that
improves data quality and reduces
paperwork burden for all of the national
education partners.

Requests for copies of the proposed
information collection request may be
accessed from http://edicsweb.ed.gov, by
selecting the “Browse Pending Collections”
link and by clicking on link number 2529.
When you access the information collection,
click on “Download Attachments” to view.
Written requests for information should be
addressed to Vivian Reese, Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
Room 4050, Regional Office Building 3,

Washington, DC 20202-4651 or to the e-mail
address vivian_reese@ed.gov. Requests may
also be electronically mailed to the Internet
address OCIO_RIMG®@ed.gov or faxed to (202)
708-9346. Please specify the complete title of
the information collection when making your
request.

Comments regarding burden and/or the
collection activity requirements should be
directed to Joe Schubart at his e-mail address
Joe_Schubart@ed.gov. Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information Relay
Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

[FR Doc. 04-8617 Filed 4—15—04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR);
Notice of Extension

AGENCY: Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, Department of
Education.

ACTION: Notice of extension of project
period and waiver for the National
Center for the Dissemination of
Disability Research (NCDDR) Project.

SUMMARY: The Secretary waives the
requirements in Education Department
General Administrative Regulations
(EDGAR), at 34 CFR 75.250 and
75.261(a) and (c)(2), respectively, that
generally prohibit project periods
exceeding 5 years and project period
extensions involving the obligation of
additional Federal funds. This extension
of project period and waiver will enable
a Disability and Rehabilitation Research
Project (DRRP) that conducts research
on issues relating to the dissemination
and utilization of research results
developed through NIDRR grants and
contracts to receive funding from
October 1, 2004, until September 30,
2005.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This notice is effective
May 17, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donna Nangle, U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
room 3412, Switzer Building,
Washington, DC 20202-2645.
Telephone: (202) 205-5880 or via
Internet: donna.nangle@ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the TDD number at (202) 205—4475.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain this document in an alternative
format (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, or computer diskette) on
request to the contact person listed
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NIDRR
supports the goals of the President’s
New Freedom Initiative (NFI) and the
National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research Long Range
Plan (Plan) to improve rehabilitation
services and outcomes for individuals
with disabilities.

Note: The NFI can be accessed on the
Internet at the following site: http://
www.whitehouse.gov/news/
freedominitiative/freedominitiative.htm.

The Plan can be accessed on the Internet
at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
rschstat/research/pubs/index.html.

In accordance with the goals of the
NFT and the Plan, and as authorized
under section 204(a)(1) of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended,
through NIDRR, the Department
provides funding for projects to improve
services and outcomes for individuals
with disabilities. In order to foster more
efficient use of Federal funds for the
DRRP program, the Secretary intends to
refocus the priorities for dissemination
and utilization of research results and
provide funding for new awards in
fiscal year (FY) 2005.

The grant for the NCDDR currently
administered by the Southwest
Educational Development Laboratory,
Austin, Texas, is scheduled to expire
September 30, 2004. It would be
contrary to the public interest, however,
to have any lapse in the research and
related activities conducted by NCDDR
before the refocused priorities can be
implemented and new awards granted
for FY 2005.

To avoid any lapse in research and
related activities before the refocused
priorities can be implemented,
therefore, the Secretary has decided to
fund this project until September 30,
2005. Accordingly, the Secretary waives
the requirements in 34 CFR 75.250 and
75.261(a) and (c)(2), which prohibit
project periods exceeding 5 years and
extensions of project periods that
involve the obligation of additional
Federal funds.

Waiver of Proposed Rulemaking

Under the Administrative Procedure
Act (5 U.S.C. 553) the Department
generally offers interested parties the
opportunity to comment on proposed
regulations. However, the waiver of the
requirements in 34 CFR 75.250 and
75.261 applicable to the maximum
project period and extension of the
project period for these grants on a one-
time only basis is procedural and does
not establish new substantive policy.
Therefore, under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A),
proposed rulemaking is not required.

In addition, given the fact that the
additional period of funding is only for
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a period of 12 months from the
expiration of the existing grant
agreement in September 2004, and
affects only the potential lapse in
funding for the above-mentioned
project, the Secretary has determined
that proposed rulemaking on this waiver
is impracticable, unnecessary, and
contrary to the public interest. Thus,
proposed rulemaking also is not
required under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B).

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

The Secretary certifies that this
extension of the project period and
waiver will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities.

Electronic Access to This Document:
You may view this document, as well as
all other documents of this Department
published in the Federal Register, in
text or Adobe Portable Document
Format (PDF) on the Internet at the
following site: http://www.ed.gov/news/
fedregister.

To use PDF you must have Adobe
Acrobat Reader, which is available free
at this site. If you have questions about
using PDF, call the U.S. Government
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1—
888-293-6498; or in the Washington,
DC, area at (202) 512—-1530.

Note: The official version of this document
is the document published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.gpoaccess.gov/nara/
index.html.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 84.133A, Disability Rehabilitation
Research Project.)

Program Authority: 29 U.S.C. 762(g) and
764(a).

Dated: April 12, 2004.
Troy R. Justesen,

Acting Deputy Assistant, Secretary for Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services.

[FR Doc. 04—-8706 Filed 4—15—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
[Docket No. EA-97-C]

Application To Export Electric Energy;
Portland General Electric Company

AGENCY: Office of Fossil Energy, DOE.
ACTION: Notice of application.

SUMMARY: Portland General Electric
Company (“PGE”) has applied for
renewal of its authority to transmit
electric energy from the United States to
Canada pursuant to section 202(e) of the
Federal Power Act.

DATES: Comments, protests or requests
to intervene must be submitted on or
before May 17, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Comments, protests or
requests to intervene should be
addressed as follows: Office of Coal &
Power Import/Export (FE-27), Office of
Fossil Energy, U.S. Department of
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20585-0350 (fax
202-287-5736).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rosalind Carter (Program Office), 202—
586—67983 or Michael Skinker (Program
Attorney), 202-586—-2793.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Exports of
electricity from the United States to a
foreign country are regulated and
require authorization under section
202(e) of the Federal Power Act (FPA)
(16 U.S.C. 824a(e)).

On April 29, 1994, the Office of Fossil
Energy (FE) of the Department of Energy
(DOE) authorized PGE to transmit
electric energy from the United States to
Canada using the international
transmission facilities of the Bonneville
Power Administration. Amendments to
this authorization were granted on
February 9, 1996 (Order EA—97—-A), and
again on March 5, 1998 (Order EA-97—
B). Order EA-97-B expired on March 5,
2003.

On February 26, 2004, PGE filed an
application with FE for renewal of its
export authority and requested that the
maximum rate of transmission of its
exports be increased from 400
megawatts (MW) to 600 MW and that
the authorization be granted for a 10-
year period beginning on April 1, 2003.

PGE asserted that it was not able to
apply for a renewal of its export
authorization before the expiration of
Order EA-97-B due to numerous
factors, including disruptions to routine
filing and reporting obligations resulting
from the bankruptcy reorganization of
PGE’s parent company, Enron. PGE also
indicated that it had continued to export
electricity to Canada after the expiration
date of Order EA-97-B.

Procedural Matters: Any person
desiring to become a party to this
proceeding or to be heard by filing
comments or protests to this application
should file a petition to intervene,
comment or protest at the address
provided above in accordance with
§§385.211 or 385.214 of the FERC’s
Rules of Practice and Procedures (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214). Fifteen copies of
each petition and protest should be filed
with the DOE on or before the date
listed above.

Comments on the PGE application to
export electric energy to Canada should
be clearly marked with Docket EA—97—

C. Additional copies are to be filed

directly with Ms. Loretta Mabinton,
Assistant General Counsel, Portland
General Electric Company, 121 SW.
Salmon Street, Portland, OR 97204.

DOE notes that the circumstances
described in this application are
virtually identical to those for which
export authority had previously been
granted in FE Orders EA-97.
Consequently, DOE believes that it has
adequately satisfied its responsibilities
under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 through the
documentation of a categorical
exclusion in the FE Docket EA-97
proceeding.

Copies of this application will be
made available, upon request, for public
inspection and copying at the address
provided above or by accessing the
Fossil Energy home page at http://
www.fe.doe.gov. Upon reaching the
Fossil Energy home page, select
“Electricity Regulation,” and then
“Pending Proceedings” from the options
menus.

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 5,
2004.

Anthony J. Como,

Deputy Director, Electric Power Regulation,
Office of Coal & Power Import/Export, Office
of Coal & Power Systems, Office of Fossil
Energy.

[FR Doc. 04—-8652 Filed 4—15—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Recommendations for Sequencing
Targets in Support of the Science
Missions of the Office of Biological
and Environmental Research (BER)

AGENCY: Office of Science; Office of
Biological and Environmental Research;
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).
ACTION: Notice of recommendations for
sequencing targets.

SUMMARY: This Federal Register notice
seeks the input and nominations of
interested parties for candidate
microbes, microbial consortia, and
250Mb-or-less-sized organisms for draft
genomic sequencing in support of Office
of Biological and Environmental
Research (BER) programs, among them,
the Climate Change Research Program,
the Natural and Accelerated
Bioremediation Research (NABIR)
Program, the Environmental
Management Science Program (EMSP),
the Microbial Genome Program (MGP),
the Ocean Science Program, and the
Genomics: GTL Program. Nominated
candidates should be relevant to DOE
mission needs, e.g., organisms involved
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