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26, 2004; Modification Instructions A
through H of Gulfstream GIV Aircraft Service
Change 327B Am2, dated January 26, 2004;
and Modification Instruction P of Gulfstream
IV Aircraft Service Change 327B, dated
January 26, 2000.

Note 2: Modification Instruction E in
Gulfstream GIV Aircraft Service Change 327B
Am?2 is the same as Modification Instruction
P in Gulfstream IV Aircraft Service Change
327B.

(3) If the airplane has Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327A installed,
ensure that all ground wires from connectors
95A1P2B and 95A2P2B are removed or
rerouted in accordance with Gulfstream GIV
Customer Bulletin 102B, dated January 26,
2004; and Figure 6 of Gulfstream IV Aircraft
Service Change 327B, dated January 26, 2000.

(b) Within 12 months after the effective
date of this AD, for airplanes not equipped
with the SPZ 8400: Perform paragraph (b)(1),
(b)(2), or (b)(3) of this AD, as applicable.

(1) If the airplane does not have Gulfstream
IV Aircraft Service Change 327 installed,
install the new indicator light and the
audible tone, in accordance with Gulfstream
GIV Customer Bulletin 102B, dated January
26, 2004; and Modification Instructions A, B
through I, and P through S of Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327B, dated January
26, 2000.

(2) If the airplane has Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327 installed, install
the new indicator light and the audible tone,
in accordance with Gulfstream GIV Customer
Bulletin 102B, dated January 26, 2004; and
Modification Instructions A, M through O,
and P through S of Gulfstream IV Aircraft
Service Change 327B, dated January 26, 2000.

(3) If the airplane has Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327A installed,
ensure that wire P9052C22 is rerouted and
reconnected in accordance with Gulfstream
GIV Customer Bulletin 102B, dated January
26, 2004; and Figure 7 of Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327B, dated January
26, 2000.

Note 3: Page 1 of Gulfstream IV Aircraft
Service Change 327B, dated January 26, 2000,
incorrectly refers to Figure 5; Figure 7 is the
correct figure.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Atlanta
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
an appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then
send it to the Manager, Atlanta ACO.

Note 4: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Atlanta ACO.

Special Flight Permits

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Incorporation by Reference

(e) The actions shall be done in accordance
with Gulfstream GIV Customer Bulletin
102B, dated January 26, 2004; Gulfstream IV
Aircraft Service Change 327B, dated January
26, 2000; and Gulfstream GIV Aircraft
Service Change 327B Am2 dated January 26,
2004; as applicable. (Only the title page of
Gulfstream IV Aircraft Service Change 327B,
dated January 26, 2000, contains the date of
the document.) This incorporation by
reference was approved by the Director of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be
obtained from Gulfstream Aerospace
Corporation, P.O. Box 2206, M/S D-10,
Savannah, Georgia 31402—-9980. Copies may
be inspected at the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; at the FAA, Atlanta Aircraft
Certification Office, One Crown Center, 1895
Phoenix Boulevard, suite 450, Atlanta,
Georgia; or at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

Effective Date

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
May 24, 2004.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on April 6,
2004.
Kevin M. Mullin,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—-8542 Filed 4-16—-04; 8:45 am)|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2001-NM-216—AD; Amendment
39-13578; AD 2004-08-09]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Model
A300 B2 and B4 Series Airplanes;
Model A300 B4-600, B4-600R, and F4-
600R (Collectively Called A300—600)
Series Airplanes; and Model A310
Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD),
applicable to certain Airbus Model
A300 B2 and B4 series airplanes; Model
A300 B4-600, B4-600R, and F4—600R
(collectively called A300-600) series
airplanes; and Model A310 series
airplanes. This AD requires various
modifications and repetitive inspections
of the throttle control system, and
follow-on actions if necessary. This
action is necessary to prevent hard
points in the throttle control system that

could lead to jamming of the throttle
control cable. Such jamming could
result in an asymmetric thrust condition
and consequent reduced controllability
of the airplane. This action is intended
to address the identified unsafe
condition.

DATES: Effective May 24, 2004.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of May 24,
2004.

ADDRESSES: The service information
referenced in this AD may be obtained
from Airbus, 1 Rond Point Maurice
Bellonte, 31707 Blagnac Cedex, France.
This information may be examined at
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA), Transport Airplane Directorate,
Rules Docket, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington; or at the Office of
the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dan
Rodina, Aerospace Engineer,
International Branch, ANM-116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055—4056; telephone (425) 227-2125;
fax (425) 227-1149.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
include an airworthiness directive (AD)
that is applicable to certain Airbus
Model A300 B2 and B4 series airplanes;
Model A300 B4-600, B4-600R, and F4—
600R (collectively called A300—600)
series airplanes; and Model A310 series
airplanes; was published in the Federal
Register on October 30, 2003 (68 FR
61768). That action proposed to require
various modifications and repetitive
inspections of the throttle control
system, and follow-on actions if
necessary.

Comments

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment. The FAA
has given due consideration to the
comments received.

One commenter states that it will not
be affected by the proposed AD.

Request To Revise Repetitive Inspection
Interval

One commenter requests that we
revise the interval for the repetitive
inspections in the proposed AD from
500 flight hours to 500 flight cycles. The
commenter’s rationale is that it
anticipates significant economic or
operational impact due to incorporation
of the requirements of the proposed AD.
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We do not concur because we find
that we do not need to revise this final
rule to meet the intent of the
commenter’s request. While the initial
inspection is required within 500 flight
hours after the effective date of this AD,
the repetitive inspections are required at
intervals not to exceed 2,000 flight
hours. No change to the final rule is
necessary.

Request To Consider Parts Availability

The same commenter requests that we
consider the availability of the parts

necessary to accomplish the terminating
action—replacement of the existing
throttle control cable assembly with a
new, improved assembly. The
commenter states that, in the past,
necessary parts have been unavailable
from the manufacturer.

We do not concur. The terminating
action stated in paragraph (e) of this AD
is optional. Therefore, there is no
compliance time constraint in which
parts availability should be a factor. No
change to the final rule is necessary.

Conclusion

After careful review of the available
data, including the comments noted
above, the FAA has determined that air
safety and the public interest require the
adoption of the rule as proposed.

Cost Impact

The table below contains the FAA’s
estimates of the cost impact of the
actions that are required by this AD on
U.S. operators, at an average labor rate
of $65 per work hour.

CosT IMPACT: U.S.-REGISTERED AIRPLANES

Estimated
Actions in Airbus service bulletin— Work hours Parts cost B;ﬂgg rocf)fue?g-. ESET:}%?aﬁ%St ESt'mgé?S? fleet
registry

A300-76-0007, Revision 06 30 $0 36 $1,950 $70,200
A300-76-0015, Revision 02 ... 11 1,726 36 2,441 87,876
A300-76-0016, Revision 03 ... 1 193 24 258 6,192
A300-76-6002, Revision 02 ... 1 80 83 145 12,035
A300-76-6007, Revision 01 ... 8 None 71 520 36,920
A300-76-6009, Revision 02 ... 6 28 67 418 28,006
A310-76-2001, Revision 01 ... 11 4,469 33 5,184 171,072
A310-76-2004, Revision 03 ... 25 26 25 1,651 41,275
A310-76-2005, Revision 01 ... 1 153 46 218 10,028
A310-76-2006, Revision 03 ... 2 None 16 130 2,080
A310-76-2012, Revision 02 6 28 25 418 10,450

Currently, there are no airplanes on
the U.S. Register that are affected by
Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76-6003,
Revision 04, or A310-76—2010, Revision

03. However, if an affected airplane is
imported and placed on the U.S.
Register in the future, the table below
shows the estimated cost of the actions

that will be required by this AD for an
affected airplane, at an average labor

rate of $65 per work hour.

POTENTIAL COST IMPACT: AIRPLANE ADDED TO U.S. REGISTER IN THE FUTURE

Airplanes subject to the actions in Airbus service bulletin— Work hours Parts cost EStim:it%?a%%St per
A300-76-6003, Revision 04 2 $0 $130
A310-76-2010, Revision 03 8 0 520

If an operator chooses to do the
optional terminating action in Airbus
Service Bulletin A300-76-6004,
Revision 01, or A310-76—2007, Revision
2; rather than continue the repetitive
inspections in Airbus Service Bulletin
A300-76-6003, Revision 04, or A310—
76—2006, Revision 03, respectively; it
would take about 20 work hours per
airplane to accomplish the optional
terminating action, at an average labor
rate of $65 per work hour. Required
parts would cost about $18,800 per
airplane. Based on these figures, we
estimate the cost of this optional
terminating action to be $20,100 per
airplane.

The cost impact figures discussed
above are based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the requirements of this AD action, and
that no operator would accomplish

those actions in the future if this AD
were not adopted. The cost impact
figures discussed in AD rulemaking
actions represent only the time
necessary to perform the specific actions
actually required by the AD. These
figures typically do not include
incidental costs, such as the time
required to gain access and close up,
planning time, or time necessitated by
other administrative actions.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations adopted herein will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national Government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, it is
determined that this final rule does not

have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this action (1) is not a
“significant regulatory action”” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034,
February 26, 1979); and (3) will not
have a significant economic impact,
positive or negative, on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
A final evaluation has been prepared for
this action and it is contained in the
Rules Docket. A copy of it may be
obtained from the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption

ADDRESSES.
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List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

m Accordingly, pursuant to the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the Federal Aviation Administration

amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

TABLE 1.—APPLICABILITY

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2004-08-09 Airbus: Amendment 39-13578.
Docket 2001-NM-216—-AD
Applicability: Airplanes as listed in Table
1 of this AD, certificated in any category.

Airplane models

As listed in Airbus Service Bulletin—

A300 B2 and B4 series
A300 B2 and B4 series .
A300 B2 and B4 series
A300 B4-620, B4-622, and C4-620
A300 B4—620 .....coeecveeeeiieeeieee e
A300 B4-601, —603, and —605R

A300 B4-601, B4-603, B4-605R, and C4-605R Variant F
A310-203, —204, —221, and —222 ..........cccceeueee

A310-203 ....cooiiiieee
A310-203, —221, and —222 ..

A310-221, —222, and =322 .........ccceevvvvvirriicnnns

A310-204 and —304

A310-203, —204, and =304 .........cccccvrvrvrriiennns

A300-76-0007, Revision 06, dated August 23, 2001.
A300-76—-0015, Revision 02, dated August 23, 2001.
A300-76-0016, Revision 03, dated August 23, 2001.
A300-76-6002, Revision 02, dated August 23, 2001.
A300-76-6003, Revision 04, dated February 26, 2002.
A300-76-6007, Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000.
A300-76-6009, Revision 02, dated October 29, 1999.
A310-76-2001, Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000.
A310-76-2004, Revision 03, dated August 23, 2001.
A310-76-2005, Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000.
A310-76-2006, Revision 03, dated February 26, 2002.
A310-76—-2010, Revision 03, dated August 23, 2001.
A310-76-2012, Revision 02, dated November 5, 2001.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent hard points in the throttle
control system that could lead to jamming of
the throttle control cable, which could result
in an asymmetric thrust condition and
consequent reduced controllability of the
airplane, accomplish the following:

Modifications

(a) Within 22 months after the effective
date of this AD, do the actions specified in
paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4), (a)(5),
and (a)(6) of this AD; as applicable.

(1) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—0007, Revision 06, dated
August 23, 2001: Install a flexible ice
protection boot on the upper fitting of the
throttle and fuel shut-off valve control cables
in each engine pylon, per the
Accomplishment Instructions of that service
bulletin.

(2) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—-0015, Revision 02, dated
August 23, 2001; or A310-76-2001, Revision
01, dated March 14, 2000: Install a heating
system for the throttle control system in each
engine pylon, per the Accomplishment
Instructions of the applicable service
bulletin.

(3) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—-0016, Revision 03, dated
August 23, 2001; A300-76-6002, Revision
02, dated August 23, 2001; or A310-76-2005,
Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000: Replace,
with new improved parts, the roller and
rotation pin of the secondary relay lever of
the throttle control system in each engine
pylon. Accomplish the replacement per the
Accomplishment Instructions of the
applicable service bulletin.

(4) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—-6007, Revision 01, dated
March 14, 2000; or A310-76—2010, Revision
03, dated August 23, 2001: Install a new

cooling duct and a new cooling shroud for
the throttle control cable, per the instructions
in the “Description” section of Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—6007, Revision 01; or per
the Accomplishment Instructions of A310-
76—2010, Revision 03; as applicable.

Note 1: Airbus Service Bulletins A300-76—
6007, Revision 01; and A310-76—2010,
Revision 03; refer to GE CF6—80C2 Service
Bulletins 71-088, Revision 3, dated March
15, 1991; and 75-021, Revision 3, dated
August 5, 1992; for additional service
information for accomplishing the
installation of a new cooling duct and a new
cooling shroud for the throttle control cable.

(5) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76—6009, Revision 02, dated
October 29, 1999; or A310-76—2012, Revision
02, dated November 5, 2001: Install an
elastomer plug filled with grease on the end
fitting of the throttle control cable in each
engine pylon, per the Accomplishment
Instructions of the applicable service
bulletin.

(6) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A310-76—2004, Revision 03, dated
August 23, 2001: Install a sealing sleeve (also
called a sealing boot) on the flexible control
ball joint of the throttle control cable in each
engine pylon (including a detailed inspection
for deterioration of the throttle control cable,
and replacement of the throttle control cable,
as applicable) by doing all actions in and per
the Accomplishment Instructions of the
service bulletin. Replacement of the throttle
control cable, if required, must be
accomplished before further flight.

Note 2: For the purposes of this AD, a
detailed inspection is defined as: “An
intensive visual examination of a specific
structural area, system, installation, or
assembly to detect damage, failure, or
irregularity. Available lighting is normally
supplemented with a direct source of good
lighting at intensity deemed appropriate by

the inspector. Inspection aids such as mirror,
magnifying lenses, etc., may be used. Surface
cleaning and elaborate access procedures
may be required.”

Accomplishment of Required Actions Per
Previous Service Bulletin Revisions

(b) Actions accomplished before the
effective date of this AD per previous service
bulletin revisions are acceptable for
compliance with paragraph (a) of this AD; as
specified in paragraph (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(3),
(b)(4), (b)(5), and (b)(6) of this AD; as
applicable.

(1) Accomplishment of the installation
required by paragraph (a)(1) of this AD per
Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76-007,
Revision 05, dated March 14, 2000, is
acceptable for compliance with paragraph
(a)(1) of this AD.

(2) Accomplishment of the installation
required by paragraph (a)(2) of this AD per
Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76-0015,
Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000, is
acceptable for compliance with paragraph
(a)(2) of this AD.

(3) Accomplishment of the replacement
required by paragraph (a)(3) of this AD per
Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76-016,
Revision 02, dated March 14, 2000; or A300—
76—6002, Revision 01, dated March 14, 2000;
as applicable; is acceptable for compliance
with paragraph (a)(3) of this AD.

(4) Accomplishment of the installation
required by paragraph (a)(4) of this AD per
Airbus Service Bulletin A310-76-2010,
Revision 02, dated March 14, 2000, is
acceptable for compliance with paragraph
(a)(4) of this AD.

(5) Accomplishment of the installation
required by paragraph (a)(5) of this AD per
Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76—6009,
Revision 01, dated March 5, 1999; or A310—
76-2012, Revision 01, dated March 5, 1999;
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as applicable; is acceptable for compliance
with paragraph (a)(5) of this AD.

(6) Accomplishment of all actions required
by paragraph (a)(6) of this AD (including a
detailed inspection for deterioration of the
throttle control cable, and replacement of the
throttle control cable, as applicable) per
Airbus Service Bulletin A310-76—2004,
Revision 02, dated March 14, 2000, is
acceptable for compliance with paragraph
(a)(6) of this AD.

Repetitive Inspections and Corrective
Actions if Necessary

(c) For airplanes listed in Airbus Service
Bulletin A300-76-6003, Revision 04, dated
February 26, 2002; or A310-76—-2006,
Revision 03, dated February 26, 2002: Within
500 flight hours after the effective date of this
AD, do the inspections and corrective
actions, as applicable, required by paragraphs
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this AD, according to the
Accomplishment Instructions of the
applicable service bulletin. Repeat the
inspections and corrective actions, as
applicable, thereafter at intervals not to
exceed 2,000 flight hours, until paragraph (e)
of this AD is accomplished. Although Airbus
Service Bulletins A300-76—6003, Revision
04, and A310-76—2006, Revision 03, specify
to submit certain information to the

manufacturer, this AD does not include such
a requirement.

(1) Perform a detailed inspection to detect
discrepancies of the throttle control cable
(also called the “push-pull” cable) and the
rack-box connection in each engine pylon,
especially in the area of the cable guide
having part number 221-1325-501.
Discrepancies include excessive wear,
damage, chafing of the cable in the area of
a cable guide, backlash outside limits
specified in the service bulletin, or excessive
play. If any discrepancy is found, before
further flight, replace the throttle control
cable or the rack-box, as applicable, per the
applicable service bulletin.

(2) Perform a detailed inspection for wear
or play of the power lever of the
hydromechanical control in the area where
the rack-box drive tang is installed in the
power lever. If any wear or play is found,
before further flight, tighten the drive tang
expansion screw to take up play, per the
applicable service bulletin.

Accomplishment of Required Actions Per
Previous Service Bulletin Revisions

(d) Inspections and corrective actions
accomplished before the effective date of this
AD per Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76—
6003, Revision 02, dated June 5, 2000; or

Revision 03, dated November 9, 2000; or
A310-76-2006, Revision 02, dated June 5,
2000; as applicable; are acceptable for
compliance with paragraph (c) of this AD.

Optional Terminating Action

(e) Replacement of the existing throttle
control cable assembly with a new improved
assembly, per the Accomplishment
Instructions of Airbus Service Bulletin A300—
76—6004, Revision 01, dated October 11,
2000; or A310-76—2007, Revision 2, dated
November 24, 1988; as applicable; constitutes
terminating action for the repetitive
inspections required by paragraph (c) of this
AD.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(f) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
Manager, International Branch, ANM-116,
Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA, is
authorized to approve alternative methods of
compliance for this AD.

Incorporation by Reference

(g) Unless otherwise specified in this AD,
the actions shall be done in accordance with
the applicable service bulletins listed in
Table 2 of this AD. Table 2 of this AD
follows:

TABLE 2.—SERVICE BULLETINS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Revision

Date

Airbus service
bulletin

A300-76-0007 | Revision 06
A300-76-0015 | Revision 02
A300-76-0016 | Revision 03
A300-76-6002 | Revision 02 ..
A300-76-6003 | Revision 04 ..
A300-76-6004 | Revision 01
A300-76-6007 | Revision 01
A300-76-6009 | Revision 02 ..
A310-76-2001 | Revision 01 ..
A310-76-2004 | Revision 03
A310-76-2005 | Revision 01
A310-76-2006 | Revision 03 ..
A310-76-2007 | Revision 2 ....
A310-76-2010 | Revision 03
A310-76-2012 | Revision 02

August 23, 2001.
August 23, 2001.
August 23, 2001.
August 23, 2001.
February 26, 2002.
October 11, 2000.
March 14, 2000.
October 29, 1999.
March 14, 2000.
August 23, 2001.
March 14, 2000.
February 26, 2002.
November 24, 1988.
August 23, 2001.
November 5, 2001.

Airbus Service Bulletin A310-76—2005,
Revision 01, contains the following effective

pages:

Page Revision level | Date shown on
number | shown on page page
1-5 ... 01 s March 14,
2000.
6-11 ...... Original ........... November 26,
1985.

Airbus Service Bulletin A300-76—6004,
Revision 01, contains the following effective

pages:
Page Revision level | Date shown on
number | shown on page page
1-3,5 [0} IR October 11,
2000.

Page Revision level | Date shown on This incorporation by reference was
number shown on page page approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
4,6-21 ... | Original ........... October 22, and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
1986. from Airbus, 1 Rond Point Maurice Bellonte,

Airbus Service Bulletin A310-76-2007,
Revision 2, contains the following effective

pages:
Page Revision level | Date shown on
number | shown on page page
1,2,11 |2 s November 24,
1988.
3-5, 9, | November 19,
10, 19— 1986.
21.
6-8, 12— | Original ........... September 30,
18. 1986.

31707 Blagnac Cedex, France. Copies may be
inspected at the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; or at the Office of the Federal
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in French airworthiness directive 2001—
072(B) R2, dated January 23, 2002.

Effective Date

(h) This amendment becomes effective on
May 24, 2004.
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Issued in Renton, Washington, on April 6,
2004.

Kevin M. Mullin,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—8544 Filed 4—16—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2003—-NM-125—-AD; Amendment
39-13576; AD 2004-08-07]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 767-300 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD),
applicable to certain Boeing Model 767—
300 series airplanes, that requires a
general visual inspection for clearance
between the corners of the A1 galley
and the aft pressure bulkhead, and
corrective actions, if necessary. This
amendment also requires modification
of the A1 galley. This action is
necessary to prevent interference of the
A1 galley with the radial stiffener on the
aft pressure bulkhead, which could
result in fatigue crack propagation.
Fatigue crack propagation could lead to
possible rapid decompression of the
airplane or to damage and/or
interference with the airplane control
systems that pass through the bulkhead
and consequent loss of control of the
airplane. This action is intended to
address the identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective May 24, 2004.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of May 24,
2004.

ADDRESSES: The service information
referenced in this AD may be obtained
from Boeing Commercial Airplanes,
P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington
98124-2207. This information may be
examined at the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, Rules Docket,
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Suzanne Masterson, Aerospace
Engineer, Airframe Branch, ANM-120S,

FAA, Seattle Aircraft Certification
Office, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington 98055—-4056; telephone
(425) 917-6441; fax (425) 917-6590.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
include an airworthiness directive (AD)
that is applicable to certain Boeing
Model 767-300 series airplanes was
published in the Federal Register on
October 1, 2003 (68 FR 56591). That
action proposed to require a general
visual inspection for clearance between
the corners of the A1 galley and the aft
pressure bulkhead, and corrective
actions, if necessary. That action also
proposed to require modification of the
A1 galley.

Comments

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment. Due
consideration has been given to the
comments received.

Request To Withdraw the Proposed AD

One commenter, the airplane
manufacturer, requests that the
proposed AD be withdrawn. The
commenter asserts that the proposed AD
affects five airplanes currently operated
by two operators. Of those five
airplanes, the commenter states that
three have adequate clearance, and no
further action is required for those
airplanes by Boeing Service Bulletin
767-53A0102 (referenced in the
proposed AD as the appropriate source
of service information for
accomplishment of the actions in the
proposed AD). The commenter further
states that the (non-U.S.) operator of the
two airplanes, which require further
action, has the corrective actions
scheduled.

We do not agree that the AD be
withdrawn. As we explained in the
preamble to the proposed AD, the AD
differs from the service bulletin in that
the AD mandates modification of the A1
galley regardless of the clearance,
because the A1 galley is interchangeable
and may be installed on other airplanes.
The A1 galley exceeds the allowable
size-envelope by three inches; this may
result in interference and damage to the
radial stiffener on the aft pressure
bulkhead when the galley is installed on
a different airplane. The airplane
manufacturer agrees that such damage
to the radial stiffener could cause
decompression and/or interference with
the airplane control systems. Therefore,
we have determined that the
modification is necessary.

Additionally, even though the two
unmodified airplanes are not registered

in the U.S. and are scheduled to be
brought into compliance with the
requirements of the AD, the issuance of
the AD is still necessary to ensure that
those airplanes will be required to be in
compliance should they be imported
and placed on the U.S. register in the
future. For these reasons, we find that
the AD cannot be withdrawn. No change
to the final rule is necessary in this
regard.

Request To Reduce Compliance Time

One commenter supports the
proposed AD, but requests that the
proposed 18-month compliance time for
inspection of the clearance between the
corners of the A1 galley and the aft
pressure bulkhead be reduced. The
commenter states that, because of the
seriousness of the potential resulting
damage caused by improper clearances,
the inspection should be conducted and
any identified damage be repaired in a
more timely manner. The commenter
suggests no specific compliance time.

The FAA does not agree. In
developing an appropriate compliance
time, we considered the safety
implications and normal maintenance
schedules for timely accomplishment of
the inspection. Further, we arrived at
the compliance time with operator and
manufacturer concurrence. In
consideration of these factors, and
because the amount of time required for
a fatigue crack to initiate and propagate
from a single area of damage is
sufficiently long, we determined that
the compliance time, as proposed,
represents an appropriate interval in
which the inspection can be
accomplished in a timely manner, while
still maintaining an adequate level of
safety. Operators are always permitted
to accomplish the requirements of an
AD at a time earlier than the specified
compliance time; therefore, an operator
may choose to accomplish the
inspection before the compliance time.
If additional data are presented that
would justify a shorter compliance time,
we may consider further rulemaking on
this issue. No change to the final rule is
necessary in this regard.

Conclusion

After careful review of the available
data, including the comments noted
above, the FAA has determined that air
safety and the public interest require the
adoption of the rule as proposed.

Cost Impact

There are approximately 5 airplanes
of the affected design in the worldwide
fleet. The FAA estimates that 1 airplane
of U.S. registry will be affected by this
AD, that it will take approximately 8
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