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the effect of hatchery fish on the status 
of an ESU, the presence of a long-term 
hatchery monitoring and evaluation 
program is an important consideration.

5. Hatchery programs are capable of 
producing more fish than may be 
immediately useful in the conservation 
and recovery of an ESU and can play an 
important role in fulfilling trust and 
treaty obligations with regard to harvest 
of some Pacific salmonid populations. 
For ESUs listed as threatened, NMFS 
will, where appropriate, exercise its 
authority under section 4(d) of the ESA 
to allow the harvest of listed hatchery 
fish that are surplus to the conservation 
and recovery needs of the ESU in 
accordance with approved harvest 
plans.

Request for Comments

NMFS intends to base the final policy 
on the best available scientific and 
commercial information available, and 
take advantage of information and 
recommendations from all interested 
parties. Therefore, NMFS solicits 
comments and suggestions regarding 
this proposed policy from the public, as 
well as other concerned governmental 
agencies and tribal governments, the 
scientific community, industry, or any 
other party (see DATES and ADDRESSES). 
In addition, in a separate notice, NMFS 
will schedule public meetings on this 
proposed policy to provide the 
opportunity for the public to give 
comments and to permit an exchange of 
information and opinion. NMFS 
encourages the public’s involvement in 
such ESA matters. Written comments on 
the proposed policy are solicited (see 
DATES and ADDRESSES). The final 
decision on this policy is expected to be 
published by January 2005 and will take 
into consideration the comments and 
any additional information received by 
NMFS. Such communications may lead 
to a decision that differs from this 
proposal.

References

A complete list of all cited references, 
and an overview of the scientific 
literature regarding the potential 
benefits and risks of artificial 
propagation, is available upon request 
(see ADDRESSES) or via the internet at 
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/
HatcheryListingPolicy/References.html.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.

Dated: May 28, 2004.
William T. Hogarth,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–12598 Filed 6–2–04; 8:45 am]
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Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Culture 
and Restoration Projects in the 
Chesapeake Bay; Chesapeake Bay 
Non-native Oyster Research to 
Support an Environmental Impact 
Statement

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of availability of funds.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice is 
to invite the public to submit proposals 
for available funding provided through 
the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office 
(NCBO) to assist in carrying out the 
following two initiatives under the 
Chesapeake Bay Studies Program 
(11.457) Submerged Aquatic Vegetation 
(SAV) culture and large-scale restoration 
in the Chesapeake Bay; and, research 
and development projects on non-native 
oysters to support the current effort to 
develop a Chesapeake Bay 
Environmental Impact Statement. Funds 
are available to state, local and Indian 
tribal governments, institutions of 
higher education, other non-profit and 
commercial organizations. This notice 
describes the conditions under which 
project proposals will be accepted and 
the criteria under which proposals will 
be evaluated. Depending upon the level 
of Federal involvement in these two 
initiatives, selected recipients will enter 
into either a cooperative agreement or a 
grant. NCBO intends to continue with 
several existing relationships and to 
make awards through these programs for 
currently funded multiple year projects 
pending acceptable scientific review.
DATES: Applications must be received 
by 5 p.m. eastern time on July 6, 2004. 
Applications received after that time 
will not be considered for funding.

Statements of Intent (see 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION) should be 
submitted by June 23, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Proposals must be 
submitted Derek Orner, Program 
Coordinator, NOAA Chesapeake Bay 
Office, 410 Severn Avenue, Suite 107A, 
Annapolis, MD 21403.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Derek Orner, Program Coordinator, 
NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office, 
telephone: (410) 267–5660, or e-mail: 
derek.orner@noaa.gov. You can obtain a 

copy of the application package, 
including the full funding opportunity 
announcement for this solicitation, from 
Derek Orner. You can also obtain the 
application package from the NOAA 
Chesapeake Bay Office grants home 
page http://noaa.chesapeakebay.net/
grants. The Statement of Intent (see 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION) should be 
sent to Derek Orner 
(derek.orner@noaa.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Electronic 
Access: The full funding opportunity 
announcement for these Chesapeake 
Bay Studies programs is available via 
Web site: http://www.ofa.noaa.gov/
amd/SOLINDEX.HTML or by contacting 
the program official identified above 
(see ADDRESSES). This announcement 
will also be available through 
Grants.gov at http.//www.Grants.gov.

Funding Availability: This solicitation 
announces that approximately $550,000 
may be made available through the 
Chesapeake Bay Studies submerged 
aquatic vegetation program and 
approximately $2,000,000 may be made 
available through the Chesapeake Bay 
Studies non-native oyster research 
program. This document describes how 
interested persons can apply for funding 
and how funding decisions will be 
made for both initiatives.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 753a; 16 U.S.C. 
661–666c.

CFDA: 11.457, Chesapeake Bay 
Studies.

Eligibility: Eligible applicants include 
state, local and Indian tribal 
governments, institutions of higher 
education, other nonprofit organizations 
and commercial organizations.

Cost Sharing Requirements: NOAA 
strongly encourages applicants applying 
for either initiative to share as much of 
the costs of the award as possible. 
Funds from other Federal awards may 
not be considered matching funds. The 
nature of the contribution (cash versus 
in-kind) and the amount of matching 
funds will be taken into consideration 
in the final selection process. Priority 
will be given to proposals that propose 
cash rather than in-kind contributions.

Intergovernmental Review: 
Applications under this program are 
subject to Executive Order 12372, 
‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Federal 
Programs.’’

Evaluation and Selection Procedures: 
An initial administrative review/
screening is conducted by the NCBO to 
determine compliance with 
requirements/completeness including 
eligibility and relevance to the NCBO. 
Proposals that do not support the 
technical and management areas of 
interest of the Chesapeake Bay, as 
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defined in the full funding 
announcement, will not be considered 
for funding. All applications meeting 
the requirements of this solicitation will 
undergo an external technical review 
conducted by a minimum of three 
independent mail reviewers. All 
proposals will be individually 
evaluated, rated and ranked in 
accordance with the assigned weights of 
the evaluation criteria listed below. This 
review normally will involve experts 
from both NOAA and non-NOAA 
organizations.

For the SAV Program, the technical 
reviewers’ ratings will be used to 
produce a rank order of the proposals. 
In making the final selections, the 
selecting official will award in rank 
order unless the proposal is justified to 
be selected out of rank order based upon 
one of more of the selection factors.

For the non-native oyster research 
program, the NCBO will convene a 
review panel consisting of at least three 
regional experts in the scientific and 
management aspects of oyster research 
from NOAA and non-NOAA 
organizations. Each member of the panel 
will review the technical review ranking 
and comments and individually make 
recommendations and provide a 
numerical ranking to the Program 
Coordinator. No consensus advice will 
be given by the reviewer panel 
members. The selection official selects 
proposals after considering the technical 
reviewer’s comments, peer panel 
reviews and selection factors listed 
below. In making the final selections, 
the selecting official will award in rank 
order unless the proposal is justified to 
be selected out of rank order based upon 
one of more of the selection factors.

Evaluation Criteria: Proposals will be 
evaluated on the basis of the following 
evaluation criteria at the indicated 
weights:

(1) Importance/Relevance and 
Applicability of Proposal (15 points). 
This criterion ascertains whether there 
is intrinsic value in the proposed work 
and/or relevance to NOAA, Federal, 
regional, state, or local activities.

(2) Technical/Scientific Merit (15 
points). This criterion assesses whether 
the approach is technically sound and/
or innovative, if the methods are 
appropriate, and whether there are clear 
project goals and objectives.

(3) Overall Qualification of 
Applicants (5 points). This criterion 
ascertains whether the applicant 
possesses the necessary education, 
experience, training, facilities, and 
administrative resources to accomplish 
the project.

(4) Project Costs (10 points). This 
criterion ascertains whether the 

applicant possesses the necessary 
education, experience, training, 
facilities, and administrative resources 
to accomplish the project.

(5) Outreach and Education (10 
points). NOAA assesses whether this 
project provides a focused and effective 
education and outreach strategy 
regarding NOAA’s mission to protect 
the Nation’s natural resources.

Selection Factors: The Program 
Coordinator may, in consultation with 
the NCBO staff, review the ranking of 
the proposals and the technical review 
comments and make recommendations 
to the NCBO Director. The average 
numerical ranking from the technical 
review will be the primary 
consideration in deciding which of the 
proposals will be recommended for 
funding to the NOAA Grants Officer. 
The NCBO Director shall select awards 
in rank order unless the proposal is 
justified to be selected out of rank order 
based upon 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 of the 
following factors:

1. Availability of funding;
2. Balance/distribution of funds: 

geographically, by type of institutions, 
by type of partners, by research areas, by 
project types;

3. Duplication of other projects 
funded or considered for funding by 
NOAA or other Federal agencies;

4. Program priorities and policy 
factors;

5. Applicant’s prior award 
performance; or

6. Partnerships and/or participation of 
targeted groups.

The Department of Commerce Pre-
Award Notification Requirements for 
Grants and Cooperative Agreements: 
The Department of Commerce Pre-
Award Notification Requirements for 
Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
contained in the Federal Register notice 
of October 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as 
amended by the Federal Register notice 
on October 30, 2002 (67 FR 66109), are 
applicable to this solicitation.

Limitation of Liability: In no event 
will NOAA or the Department of 
Commerce be responsible for proposal 
preparation costs if these programs fail 
to receive funding or are cancelled 
because of other agency priorities. 
Publication of this announcement does 
not oblige NOAA to award any specific 
project or to obligate any available 
funds.

National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA): NOAA must analyze the 
potential environmental impacts, as 
required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), for applicant 
projects or proposals which are seeking 
NOAA Federal funding opportunities. 
Detailed information on NOAA 

compliance with NEPA can be found at 
the following NOAA NEPA Web site: 
http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/, including 
our NOAA Administrative Order 216–6 
for NEPA, http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/
NAO216l6lTOC.pdf, and the Council 
on Environmental Quality 
implementation regulations, http://
ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/ceq/
toclceq.htm). Consequently, as part of 
an applicant’s package, and under their 
description of their program activities, 
applicants are required to provide 
detailed information on the activities to 
be conducted, locations, sites, species 
and habitat to be affected, possible 
construction activities, and any 
environmental concerns that may exist 
(e.g., the use and disposal of hazardous 
or toxic chemicals, introduction of 
nonindigenous species, impacts to 
endangered and threatened species, 
aquaculture projects, and impacts to 
coral reef systems).

In addition to providing specific 
information that will serve as the basis 
for any required impact analyses, 
applicants may also be requested to 
assist NOAA in drafting of an 
environmental assessment, if NOAA 
determines an assessment is required. 
Applicants will also be required to 
cooperate with NOAA in identifying 
and implementing feasible measures to 
reduce or avoid any identified adverse 
environmental impacts of their 
proposal. The failure to do so shall be 
grounds for the denial of an application.

Paperwork Reduction Act: This 
document contains collection-of-
information requirements subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of 
Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B, and 
CD–346 has been approved by the Office 
of Management and Budget under the 
respective control numbers 0348–0043, 
0348–0044, 0348–0040, and 0605–0001.

Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a 
collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid 
OMB control number.

Executive Order 12866: This action 
has been determined to be ‘‘not 
significant’’ for purposes of Executive 
Order 12866.

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism): 
It has been determined that this notice 
does not contain policies with 
Federalism implications as that term is 
defined in Executive Order 13132.

Administrative Procedure Act/
Regulatory Flexibility Act: Prior notice 
and an opportunity for public comment 
are not required by the Administrative 
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Procedure Act or any other law for this 
notice concerning grants, benefits, and 
contracts (5 U.S.C. section 553(a)(2)). 
Because notice and opportunity for 
comment are not required pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553 or any other law, the 
analytical requirements of the 
Regulatory Flexible Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et. 
seq. are inapplicable. Therefore, a 
regulatory flexibility analysis has not 
been prepared.

Dated: May 28, 2004.
Rebecca Lent,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–12599 Filed 6–2–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[Docket No. 030602141–4163–07] 

Financial Assistance for Educational 
Partnership Program (EPP) with 
Minority Serving Institutions (MSI), 
Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Program (EEP)

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research (OAR), National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), U.S. 
Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The NOAA Educational 
Partnership Program with Minority 
Serving Institutions hereby cancels the 
Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Program grant competition for fiscal 
year 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jewel G. Linzey, 301–713–9437.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Program solicitation was originally 
included in the NOAA Omnibus Notice, 
Availability of Grant Funds for fiscal 
year 2004, published in the Federal 
Register on February 12, 2004 (Volume 
69, Number 29). 

The Educational Partnership Program 
cancels the grant program competition 
for fiscal year 2004 announced in that 
solicitation. The competition did not 
result in an adequate number of eligible 
applications to be recommended for 
funding. All applicants that submitted 
applications in response to the 
solicitation will be notified of the 
cancellation. The program anticipates 
announcing a fiscal year 2005 
competition in the NOAA Omnibus 
Notice in June 2004. Subject to 

availability of funding, approximately 
$6 million will be available for the 
Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Program competition in 2005.

Dated: May 28, 2004. 
Louisa Koch, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 04–12600 Filed 6–2–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–KD–P

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.), this notice announces that 
the Information Collection Request (ICR) 
abstracted below has been forwarded to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and comment. The 
ICR describes the nature of the 
information collection and its expected 
costs and burden.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before July 6, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher W. Cummings, Division of 
Clearing and Intermediary Oversight, 
CFTC, (202) 418–5445; FAX: (202) 418–
5426; e-mail: ccummings@cftc.gov and 
refer to OMB Control No. 3038–0049.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Procedural Requirements for 
Requests for Interpretative, No-Action, 
and Exemptive Letters (OMB Control 
No. 3038–0049). This is a request for 
extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Abstract: Commission Rule 140.99 
requires persons submitting requests for 
exemptive, no-action, and interpretative 
letters to provide specific written 
information, certified as to 
completeness and accuracy, and to 
update that information to reflect 
material changes. The proposed rule 
was promulgated pursuant to the 
Commission’s rulemaking authority 
contained in Section 8a(5) of the 
Commodity Exchange Act, 7 U.S.C. 
12a(5) (1994). 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The OMB control 
numbers for the CFTC’s regulations 
were published on December 30, 1981. 

See 46 FR 63035 (Dec. 30, 1981). The 
Federal Register notice with a 60-day 
comment period soliciting comments on 
this collection of information was 
published on April 6, 2004 (69 FR 
18058–01). 

Burden statement: The respondent 
burden for this collection is estimated to 
average 6.6 hours per response. These 
estimates include the time needed to 
review instructions; develop, acquire, 
install, and utilize technology and 
systems for the purposes of collecting, 
validating, and verifying information, 
processing and maintaining information 
and disclosing and providing 
information; adjust the existing ways to 
comply with any previously applicable 
instructions and requirements; train 
personnel to be able to respond to a 
collection of information; and transmit 
or otherwise disclose the information. 

Respondents/Affected Entities: 
Securities Brokers and Dealers. 

Estimated number of respondents: 
410. 

Estimated total annual burden on 
respondents: 3,197 hours. 

Frequency of collection: On occasion, 
quarterly, monthly, annually. 

Send comments regarding the burden 
estimated or any other aspect of the 
information collection, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden, to 
the addresses listed below. Please refer 
to OMB Control No. 3038–0049 in any 
correspondence. 

Christopher W. Cummings, Division 
of Clearing and Intermediary Oversight, 
U.S. Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, 1155 21st Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20581; and Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget, 
Attention: Desk Officer for CFTC, 725 
17th Street, Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: May 27, 2004. 
Jean A. Webb, 
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 04–12531 Filed 6–2–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6351–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request

ACTION: Notice.

The Department of Defense has 
submitted to OMB for clearance, the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35).
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