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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

March 7, 2006. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments 
regarding (a) whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology should be addressed to: Desk 
Officer for Agriculture, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), 
OIRA_Submission@OMB.EOP.GOV or 
fax (202) 395–5806 and to Departmental 
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail 
Stop 7602, Washington, DC 20250– 
7602. Comments regarding these 
information collections are best assured 
of having their full effect if received 
within 30 days of this notification. 
Copies of the submission(s) may be 
obtained by calling (202) 720–8958. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 

the collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Title: Mink Survey. 
OMB Control Number: 0535–0212. 
Summary of Collection: The primary 

function of the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) is to prepare 
and issue current official State and 
national estimates of crop and livestock 
production. Statistics on mink 
production are published for the 15 
major states that account for 95 percent 
of the U.S. production. There is no other 
source for this type of information. 
General authority for these data 
collection activities is granted under 
U.S. Code Title 7, Section 2204. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
NASS collects information on mink 
pelts produced by color, number of 
females bred to produce kits the 
following year, number of mink farms, 
average marketing price, and the value 
of pelts produced. The data is 
disseminated by NASS in the Mink 
Report and is used by the U.S. 
government and other groups. 

Description of Respondents: Farms. 
Number of Respondents: 337. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

Annually. 
Total Burden Hours: 54. 

Charlene Parker, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–3318 Filed 3–8–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–20–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

March 7, 2006. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments 
regarding (a) whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 

clarity of the information to be 
collected; (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology should be addressed to: Desk 
Officer for Agriculture, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), 
OIRA_Submission@OMB.EOP.GOV or 
fax (202) 395–5806 and to Departmental 
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail 
Stop 7602, Washington, DC 20250– 
7602. Comments regarding these 
information collections are best assured 
of having their full effect if received 
within 30 days of this notification. 
Copies of the submission(s) may be 
obtained by calling (202) 720–8681. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Housing Service 
Title: 7 CFR 1944–I, ‘‘Self-Help 

Technical Assistance Grants’’. 
OMB Control Number: 0575–0043. 
Summary of Collection: This 

regulation prescribes policies and 
responsibilities, including the collection 
and use of information, necessary to 
administer the Section 523 Mutual and 
Self-Help housing (MSH) program. The 
MSH program affords low-income 
families the opportunity for home 
ownership by providing funds to non- 
profit organizations for supervisory and 
technical assistance to the 
homebuilding families. Rural Housing 
Service (RHS) will collect information 
from non-profit organizations that want 
to develop a Self-Help program in their 
area to increase the availability of 
affordable housing. The information is 
collected at the local, district and state 
levels. The information requested by 
RHS includes financial and 
organizational information about the 
non-profit organization. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
RHS needs this information to 
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determine if the organization is capable 
of successfully carrying out the 
requirements of the Self-Help program. 
The information is collected on an as 
requested or needed basis. RHS has 
reviewed the program’s need for the 
collection of information versus the 
burden placed on the public. 

Description of Respondents: State, 
Local or Tribal Government; Not-for- 
profit institutions. 

Number of Respondents: 160. 
Frequency of Responses: 

Recordkeeping; Reporting: Monthly, 
Annually. 

Total Burden Hours: 4,372. 

Charlene Parker, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–3319 Filed 3–8–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–XT–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Renewal of Special-Use Permits for 
Recreational Residences on the 
Safford Ranger District, Coronado 
National Forest, Graham County, AZ 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
President’s Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) Regulations 
Implementing the Procedural Provisions 
of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest 
Service, Coronado National Forest, 
announces its intent to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
to evaluate a proposed action to renew 
individual special-use permits (SUPs) 
for occupancy and use of 88 existing 
recreational residences on the Safford 
Ranger District. If a decision is made to 
renew, term permits would be issued for 
a 20-year period beginning on January 1, 
2009. No change in the use of the 
residences would occur upon issuance 
of a new permit. 
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis must be received by 
April 10, 2006. Written and oral scoping 
comments will also be received at open- 
house public meetings scheduled to be 
held in Tucson, Arizona, on March 27, 
2006, and Safford, Arizona, on March 
28, 2006. 

The Draft EIS is expected to be filed 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) in the fall of 2006. At that 
time, EPA will publish a Notice of 
Availability (NOA) of the Draft EIS in 

the Federal Register, which will begin 
a period of public review of the Draft 
EIS. The review period will comprise 45 
days from the date of publication of the 
NOA in the Federal Register. The Final 
EIS is scheduled to be completed in the 
winter of 2006/2007. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments on this 
notice may be mailed to the Bill Lewis, 
Recreation and Special-Uses Program 
Manager, Coronado National Forest, 300 
West Congress Street, Tucson, Arizona 
85701. You may also submit written 
comments by facsimile to Mr. Lewis at 
(520) 388–8305. Comments may be 
submitted by electronic mail to 
comments-southwestern- 
coronado@fs.fed.us. Envelopes and the 
subject line of electronic mail messages 
or faxes should be labeled ‘‘Safford 
Recreational Residence EIS.’’ 

Public meetings will be held during 
the scoping period at the following 
locations, dates, and times: Tucson- 
Pima County Main Library, Basement 
Meeting Room, 101 North Stone 
Avenue, Tucson, Arizona, March 27, 
2006 (6 p.m. to 8 p.m.), The Manor 
House, Arizona Room, 415 East U.S. 
Highway 70, Safford, Arizona, March 
28, 2006 (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the Special-Uses 
Program, please contact Mr. Bill Lewis, 
Recreation and Special-Uses Program 
Manager, Coronado National Forest, at 
the above address, and telephone (520) 
388–8422. Questions on the Forest 
Service NEPA process or FOIA 
requirements may be directed to Ms. 
Andrea Wargo Campbell, Forest NEPA 
Coordinator, at the same address, and 
telephone (520) 388–8352. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The U.S. Forest Service has offered a 
recreational residence program on 
National Forest System lands since the 
1920’s. The program was initiated with 
the objective of encouraging city- 
dwellers to enjoy the recently 
established national forests by 
permitting them to construct vacation 
homes on specified plots. It expanded 
through the 1960’s to encompass a total 
of 19,000 cabins nationwide before the 
program was discontinued. 

There are now about 15,000 Forest 
Service cabins nationwide, each of 
which is maintained under the terms 
and conditions of SUPs issued by the 
managing Forest. Though some cabins 
have been traded on the open market, 
many are still owned by the 
descendants of the individuals who 
built them. 

Eighty-eight (88) recreational 
residences are located on the Safford 
Ranger District of the Coronado National 
Forest near Safford, Arizona: 14 at an 
area known as Columbine and 74 at 
Turkey Flat. The owners of these 
recreational residences hold Forest 
Service SUPs that allow each unit to be 
occupied under specific terms and 
conditions. Restrictions imposed on the 
use of recreational residences on 
National Forest System lands include, 
among other conditions, a prohibition 
on year-round residency and vacation 
rental, and constraints on proposed 
remodeling that would change the 
footprint or character of a residence. 

Special-use permits issued for 
recreational residences on the Safford 
Ranger District are scheduled to expire 
on December 31, 2008. Forest Service 
Handbook (FSH) 2709.11, Chapter 
41.23a(2), requires that special-uses 
program staff ‘‘initiate the analysis and 
action to issue a new permit 2 years 
prior to expiration of the current term 
permit’’. The Handbook further states 
that, because ‘‘recreation residences 
have been in place for many years, and 
experience in administering this use has 
shown that continuing the use does not 
cause significant environmental 
impacts, issuance of a new permit can 
be made without further environmental 
documentation’’ [2709.11, Chapter 
41.23a(1)]. However, ‘‘if the use has not 
been analyzed sufficiently as part of an 
EA or EIS completed within 5 years of 
permit expiration, (the program must) 
complete the appropriate environmental 
analysis and documentation’’ [2709.11, 
Chapter 41.23a(1)(b)]. Because NEPA 
documentation for the SUPs issued for 
recreational residences on the Safford 
District was completed more than five 
years prior to the upcoming permit 
expiration, the Forest Service has 
decided to prepare an EIS for the 
proposed permit renewal action. 

Proposed Action 
The Forest Service’s proposed action 

is to renew SUPs issued for recreational 
residences on the Safford Ranger 
District upon their expiration on 
December 31, 2008. The renewal period 
would extend 20 years, from January 1, 
2009, through December 31, 2028. 
Permit holders would be required to 
abide by all terms and conditions 
expressed in their respective SUPs and 
in accordance with the annual 
Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Plan 
conveyed with each SUP. (Examples of 
an SUP and O&M Plan are available for 
public review on the Coronado National 
Forest Web site at ‘‘http:// 
www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado’’.) Prior to 
the renewal of an SUP, each recreational 
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