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comment closing date, we will continue
to file relevant information in the
Docket as it becomes available. Further,
some people may submit late comments.
Accordingly, we recommend that you
periodically search the Docket for new
material.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Coleman Sachs, Office of Vehicle Safety
Compliance, NHTSA (202-366-3151).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A), a
motor vehicle that was not originally
manufactured to conform to all
applicable FMVSS shall be refused
admission into the United States unless
NHTSA has decided that the motor
vehicle is substantially similar to a
motor vehicle originally manufactured
for sale in the United States, certified
under 49 U.S.C. 30115, and of the same
model year as the model of the motor
vehicle to be compared, and is capable
of being readily altered to conform to all
applicable FMVSS.

Petitions for eligibility decisions may
be submitted by either manufacturers or
importers who have registered with
NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR Part 592. As
specified in 49 CFR 593.7, NHTSA
publishes notice in the Federal Register
of each petition that it receives, and
affords interested persons an
opportunity to comment on the petition.
At the close of the comment period,
NHTSA decides, on the basis of the
petition and any comments that it has
received, whether the vehicle is eligible
for importation. The agency then
publishes this decision in the Federal
Register.

J.K. Technologies, LLC, of Baltimore,
Maryland (JK)(Registered Importer 90—
006) has petitioned NHTSA to decide
whether nonconforming 2005 Jeep
Liberty multipurpose passenger vehicles
are eligible for importation into the
United States. The vehicles which JK
believes are substantially similar are
2005 Jeep Liberty multipurpose
passenger vehicles that were
manufactured for sale in the United
States and certified by their
manufacturer as conforming to all
applicable FMVSS.

The petitioner claims that it carefully
compared non-U.S. certified 2005 Jeep
Liberty multipurpose passenger vehicles
to their U.S.-certified counterparts, and
found the vehicles to be substantially
similar with respect to compliance with
most FMVSS.

JK submitted information with its
petition intended to demonstrate that
non-U.S. certified 2005 Jeep Liberty
multipurpose passenger vehicles, as

originally manufactured, conform to
many FMVSS in the same manner as
their U.S. certified counterparts, or are
capable of being readily altered to
conform to those standards.

Specifically, the petitioner claims that
non-U.S. certified 2005 Jeep Liberty
multipurpose passenger vehicles are
identical to their U.S.-certified
counterparts with respect to compliance
with Standard Nos. 102 Transmission
Shift Lever Sequence, Starter Interlock,
and Transmission Braking Effect, 103
Windshield Defrosting and Defogging
Systems, 104 Windshield Wiping and
Washing Systems, 106 Brake Hoses, 108
Lamps, Reflective Devices and
Associated Equipment, 111 Rearview
Mirrors, 113 Hood Latch System, 114
Theft Protection, 116 Motor Vehicle
Brake Fluids, 118 Power-Operated
Window, Partition, and Roof Panel
Systems, 119 New Pneumatic Tires for
Vehicles Other than Passenger Cars, 124
Accelerator Control Systems, 135
Passenger Car Brake Systems, 201
Occupant Protection in Interior Impact,
202 Head Restraints, 204 Steering
Control Rearward Displacement, 205
Glazing Materials, 206 Door Locks and
Door Retention Components, 207
Seating Systems, 209 Seat Belt
Assemblies, 210 Seat Belt Assembly
Anchorages, 212 Windshield Mounting,
214 Side Impact Protection, 216 Roof
Crush Resistance, 219 Windshield Zone
Intrusion, 301 Fuel System Integrity, and
302 Flammability of Interior Materials.

Petitioner states that the vehicle is
equipped with a vehicle identification
number plate that complies with the
requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

Petitioner also observes that the
vehicle complies with the Theft
Prevention Standard found in 49 CFR
part 541.

Petitioner also contends that the
vehicle is capable of being readily
altered to meet the following standards,
in the manner indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: installation of a U.S.-model
instrument cluster.

Standard No. 120 Tire Selection and
Rims for Motor Vehicles Other than
Passenger Cars: installation of a tire
information placard.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection: inspection of all vehicles
and replacement of any non U.S.-model
seat belts, air bag control units, air bags,
and sensors with U.S.-model
components on vehicles that are not
already so equipped.

Petitioner states that the vehicle’s
restraint system components include
airbags, knee bolsters and combination
lap and shoulder belts at the front
outboard designated seating positions

and combination lap and shoulder belts
at the rear outboard designated seating
positions.

Standard No. 225 Child Restraint
Anchorage Systems, inspection of all
vehicles and installation, on vehicles
that are not already so equipped, of
U.S.-model components to meet the
requirements of this standard.

The petitioner additionally states that
a vehicle identification plate must be
affixed to the vehicles near the left
windshield post to meet the
requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above addresses both
before and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: April 1, 2008.

Claude H. Harris,

Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. E8—7388 Filed 4—7-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 265X)]

Union Pacific Railroad Company—
Abandonment and Discontinuance of
Trackage Rights Exemption—In Los
Angeles County, CA

Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP)
has filed a verified notice of exemption
under 49 CFR part 1152 subpart F—
Exempt Abandonments to abandon the
Santa Monica Industrial Lead from
milepost 485.61 to milepost 485.69 and
to discontinue trackage rights from
milepost 485.69 to milepost 486.00," a
total distance of 0.39 miles in the City
of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County,
CA. The line traverses United States
Postal Service Zip Codes 90011 and
90058.

UP has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) there is no overhead
traffic on the line; (3) no formal

1The portion of the line over which UP proposes
to discontinue trackage rights was sold by UP’s
predecessor, Southern Pacific Transportation
Company, to the Los Angeles Metropolitan
Transportation Authority in 1990.
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complaint filed by a user of rail service
on the line (or by a state or local
government entity acting on behalf of
such user) regarding cessation of service
over the line either is pending with the
Surface Transportation Board or with
any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements of 49 CFR 1105.7
(environmental reports), 49 CFR 1105.8
(historic reports), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment or discontinuance of
trackage rights shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on May 8,
2008, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues,?2
formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),3 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 must be filed by April 18,
2008. Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions under 49 CFR

1152.28 must be filed by April 28, 2008,
with the Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, SW., Washington, DC
20423-0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to UP’s
representative: Gabriel S. Meyer,
Assistant General Attorney, 1400
Douglas Street, STOP 1580, Omaha, NE
68179.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

UP has filed a combined
environmental and historic report
addressing the effects, if any, of the
abandonment and discontinuance of the
trackage rights on the environment and
historic resources. SEA will issue an
environmental assessment (EA) by April
11, 2008. Interested persons may obtain
a copy of the EA by writing to SEA
(Room 1100, Surface Transportation
Board, Washington, DC 20423-0001) or
by calling SEA, at (202) 245-0305.
[Assistance for the hearing impaired is
available through the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at
1-800-877-8339.] Comments on
environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days
after the EA becomes available to the
public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), UP shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify

that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned the line. If
consummation has not been effected by
UP’s filing of a notice of consummation
by April 8, 2009, and there are no legal
or regulatory barriers to consummation,
the authority to abandon will
automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: April 1, 2008.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Anne K. Quinlan,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. E8-7173 Filed 4-7-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Joint Biomedical Laboratory Research
and Development and Clinical Science
Research and Development Services
Scientific Merit Review Board; Notice
of Meetings

The Department of Veterans Affairs
gives notice under the Public Law 92—
463 (Federal Advisory Committee Act)
that the subcommittees of the Joint
Biomedical Laboratory Research and
Development and Clinical Science
Research and Development Services
Scientific Merit Review Board will meet
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. as indicated
below:

Subcommittee for

Date(s)

Location

Mental Hith & Behav Sci-A .........cccceevveeeiieeenn

Respiration ........cccccocevvineenne
Endocrinology-A&B .....
Neurobiology-E
Hematology ........cc......
Cardiovascular Studies ...
Immunology-A ..o
Cellular & Molecular Medicine .

Clinical Research Program ..........cccccoovveiinnennn.

Infectious Diseases-A
Infectious Diseases-B

Mental Hith & Behav Sci-B ........ccccevivveiinieee
Neurobiology-C ........coccerieiiiinieeeeee e

Epidemiology
Nephrology

Neurobiology-A ...

Neurobiology-D ..
Surgery
Gastroenterology
Oncology
Immunology-B

May 9, 2008 .....
May 12-13, 2008 ...
May 15, 2008 ...

May 16, 2008 ...
May 19, 2008 ...
May 20, 2008 ...
May 21, 2008 ...

May 28, 2008 ...
May 29, 2008
June 2-3, 2008
June 3, 2008 ....

June 9, 2008 ....

June 12-13 2008 .

May 5, 2008 .......coovirieieeeeeeee e

May 22, 2008 ........oovveeereeesereeeeseereeeeene,
May 23, 2008 .......orrveeeereeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeenes

June 6, 2008 ........ccccveiieee e
June 9, 2008 .......ccccueeiieeeeeeeee s

June 9, 2008 .......ccccviiiiei e
June 12,2008 .......ccoevieeeeeeiieeeee e

June 13, 2008 .......ccocvveeeeeeeiieeeee e

L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
..... Marriott Crystal City Hotel.
..... L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
..... L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
..... L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
..... The Westin.

..... Marriott Crystal City.
..... *VA Central Office.
Marriott Crystal City.
The Westin.

Marriott Crystal City.
Marriott Crystal City.
St. Gregory Hotel.
*VA Central Office.
L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
*VA Central Office.
The Westin.

The Westin.

The Westin.

L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.
L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.

2The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the

exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 1.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any

3Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing
fee, which currently is set at $1,300. See 49 CFR

request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

1002.2(f)(25).
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