
19803 Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 71 / Friday, April 11, 2008 / Notices 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the Emergency 
Management Response System, contact 
Dr. Randall Crom, Senior Staff 
Veterinarian, National Center for 
Animal Health Emergency Management, 
VS, APHIS, 4700 River Road, Unit 41, 
Riverdale, MD 20737; (301) 734–8073. 
For copies of more detailed information 
on the information collection, contact 
Mrs. Celeste Sickles, APHIS’ 
Information Collection Coordinator, at 
(301) 734–7477. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Emergency Management 
Response System. 

OMB Number: 0579–0071. 
Type of Request: Revision and 

extension of approval of an information 
collection. 

Abstract: The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
among other things, administers 
regulations intended to prevent foreign 
diseases of livestock or poultry from 
being introduced into the United States, 
conducts surveillance for the early 
detection of such foreign animal 
diseases, and conducts eradication 
programs if such foreign diseases are 
detected. 

Through our automated Emergency 
Management Response System (EMRS), 
APHIS helps manage and investigate 
potential incidents of foreign animal 
diseases in the United States. 

When a potential foreign animal 
disease incident is reported, APHIS 
dispatches a foreign animal disease 
veterinary diagnostician to the site to 
conduct an investigation. The 
diagnostician obtains vital 
epidemiologic data by conducting field 
investigations, including sample 
collection, and by interviewing the 
owner or manager of the premises being 
investigated. These important data, 
submitted electronically by the 
diagnostician into EMRS, include such 
items as the number of sick or dead 
animals on the premises, the results of 
necropsy examinations, vaccination 
information on the animals in the flock 
or herd, biosecurity practices at the site, 
whether any animals were recently 
moved out of the herd or flock, whether 
any new animals were recently 
introduced into the herd or flock, and 
detailed geographic data concerning 
premises location. 

The previous title of this collection 
was ‘‘Foreign Animal Disease/Emerging 
Disease Investigation (FAD/EDI) 
Database.’’ After development and 
implementation of an automated system 
to collect animal disease related data, 
the collection title was changed to 
‘‘Emergency Management Response 

System.’’ The Web-based system allows 
epidemiological and diagnostic data to 
be documented and transmitted more 
efficiently. VS form 12–27, which was 
used by diagnosticians to record data 
prior to EMRS implementation, is now 
obsolete. 

We are asking the Office of 
Management (OMB) to approve our use 
of these information collection activities 
for 3 years. 

The purpose of this notice is to solicit 
comments from the public (as well as 
affected agencies) concerning our 
information collection. These comments 
will help us: 

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
Agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our 
estimate of the burden of the collection 
of information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, through use, as 
appropriate, of automated, electronic, 
mechanical, and other collection 
technologies; e.g., permitting electronic 
submission of responses. 

Estimate of burden: The public 
reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average 1 
hour per response. 

Respondents: Owners/managers of 
premises. 

Estimated annual number of 
respondents: 660. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses per respondent: 4. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses: 2,640. 

Estimated total annual burden on 
respondents: 2,640 hours. (Due to 
averaging, the total annual burden hours 
may not equal the product of the annual 
number of responses multiplied by the 
reporting burden per response.) 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for OMB approval. All comments will 
also become a matter of public record. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 7th day of 
April 2008. 
Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–7753 Filed 4–10–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2008–0020] 

Notice of Request for Extension of 
Approval of an Information Collection; 
Importation of Restricted and 
Controlled Animal and Poultry 
Products and Byproducts, Organisms, 
and Vectors Into the United States 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Extension of approval of an 
information collection; comment 
request. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s intention to 
request an extension of approval of an 
information collection associated with 
the importation into the United States of 
restricted and controlled animal and 
poultry products and byproducts, 
organisms, and vectors. 
DATES: We will consider all comments 
that we receive on or before June 10, 
2008. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/ 
component/ 
main?main=DocketDetail&d=APHIS- 
2008-0020 to submit or view comments 
and to view supporting and related 
materials available electronically. 

• Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: 
Please send two copies of your comment 
to Docket No. APHIS–2008–0020, 
Regulatory Analysis and Development, 
PPD, APHIS, Station 3A–03.8, 4700 
River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 
20737–1238. Please state that your 
comment refers to Docket No. APHIS– 
2008–0020. 

Reading Room: You may read any 
comments that we receive on this 
docket in our reading room. The reading 
room is located in room 1141 of the 
USDA South Building, 14th Street and 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC. Normal reading room 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. To be 
sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 690–2817 before 
coming. 

Other Information: Additional 
information about APHIS and its 
programs is available on the Internet at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the importation into the 
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United States of restricted and 
controlled animal and poultry products 
and byproducts, organisms, and vectors, 
contact Dr. Tracye R. Butler, Assistant 
Director, Technical Trade Services 
Team, National Center for Import and 
Export, VS, APHIS, 4700 River Road 
Unit 40, Riverdale, MD 20737; (301) 
734–3277. For copies of more detailed 
information on the information 
collection, contact Mrs. Celeste Sickles, 
APHIS* Information Collection 
Coordinator, at (301) 734–7477. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Importation of Restricted and 
Controlled Animal and Poultry Products 
and Byproducts, Organisms, and 
Vectors into the United States. 

OMB Number: 0579–0015. 
Type of Request: Extension of 

approval of an information collection. 
Abstract: The Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) regulates the 
importation of certain animal and 
poultry products and byproducts, 
organisms, and vectors under 9 CFR 
parts 94, 95, 96, and 122 to prevent the 
introduction and spread of livestock and 
poultry diseases into the United States. 

To accomplish this, we must collect 
information from a variety of 
individuals, both within and outside the 
United States, who are involved in 
handling, transporting, and importing 
these items. Collecting this information 
is critical to our mission of ensuring that 
these imported items do not present a 
disease risk to the livestock and poultry 
populations of the United States. 

We use a number of forms, 
documents, and other activities, 
including those described below. 

VS Form 16–3 (Application for Permit 
to Import Controlled Materials/Import 
or Transport Organisms or Vectors). 
This is the application and agreement 
form used by individuals seeking a 
permit. 

VS Form 16–25 (Application for 
Approval or Report of Inspection of 
Establishments Handling Restricted 
Animal Byproducts or Controlled 
Materials. This is a dual purpose form. 
It is an application for U.S. 
establishments requesting approval to 
handle restricted imported animal 
byproducts and controlled materials. It 
also serves as a report of inspections of 
establishments to ensure that restricted 
and controlled imports are being 
handled in compliance with our 
requirements. 

VS Form 16–26 (Agreement for 
Handling Restricted Imports of Animal 
Byproducts and Controlled Materials). 
This is a form signed by an operator of 

a U.S. establishment wishing to handle 
restricted or controlled materials in 
which the operator agrees to comply 
with all requirements for handling the 
restricted and controlled materials. 

Certificates. Certain animal and 
poultry products must have a certificate 
from the national government of the 
exporting country to be eligible for 
importation into the United States. 
These certificates are required to verify 
that the animal or poultry products meet 
the sanitary requirements of our 
regulations (e.g., originated from 
disease-free animals and from animals 
native to the country of origin, or were 
prepared in a certain manner in an 
approved establishment). 

The certificate, signed by a full-time 
salaried veterinary official of the 
country of origin, or other authorized 
person, provides us with information 
that enables us to determine whether an 
article meets our requirements for 
importation. 

Seals. Certain animal or poultry 
products and byproducts must be 
shipped in sealed containers or holds to 
ensure that the integrity of the shipment 
is not violated. The seals must be 
numbered, the numbers of the seals 
must be recorded on the government 
certificate that accompanies the 
shipment, and the seals must not have 
been tampered with. Federal inspectors 
at ports of entry inspect the seals and 
verify that the seals are intact and that 
the numbers match those on the 
certificates. 

Compliance agreement, recordkeeping 
requirements. Certain animal or poultry 
products and byproducts are required to 
be processed in a certain manner in an 
establishment in a foreign country 
before being exported to the United 
States. We require an official of the 
processing plant to sign a written 
agreement prepared by APHIS. By 
signing this agreement, this official 
certifies that the animal products being 
exported to the United States have been 
processed in a manner approved by 
APHIS, and that adequate records of 
these exports are being maintained. 

Marking requirements. Before certain 
animal products may enter the United 
States, they must be marked, with an 
ink stamp or brand, to indicate that the 
products have originated from an 
approved meat processing establishment 
and have been inspected by appropriate 
veterinary authorities. The mark is 
applied to the meat product by 
processing plant personnel. 

Foreign meat inspection certificate for 
importation of fresh meat from regions 
free of foot-and-mouth disease and 
rinderpest, but subject to certain 
restrictions due to their proximity to, or 

trading relationships with, regions 
where foot-and-mouth disease or 
rinderpest exists. This certificate, 
completed by a veterinary official of the 
exporting region, provides specific 
information regarding the establishment 
where the animals were slaughtered, the 
origin of the animals, and the processing 
and handling of the meat or other 
animal products. 

Certification of a national government 
for importation of pork or pork products 
from a swine vesicular disease-free 
region. This is a statement, completed 
by a government official of an exporting 
region, certifying that the U.S.-destined 
pork or pork product originated in a 
region that is free from swine vesicular 
disease. 

Certification of a national government 
for importation of hams. When hams are 
imported into the United States from 
regions where swine diseases of concern 
(e.g., classical swine fever, swine 
vesicular disease, and foot-and-mouth 
disease) exist, APHIS requires certain 
disease risk mitigation measures. 
National governments in those regions 
must certify that APHIS mitigation 
measures, such as curing and/or 
cooking, have been met. 

Cleaning and disinfecting methods. 
This is a letter from veterinary officials 
of an exporting region stating that 
appropriate cleaning and disinfecting 
methods have been applied to trucks, 
railroad cars, or other means of 
conveyance used to transport certain 
animal products destined for the United 
States. 

We are asking the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) to 
approve out use of these information 
collection activities for an additional 3 
years. 

The purpose of this notice is to solicit 
comments from the public (as well as 
affected agencies) concerning this 
information collection. These comments 
will help us: 

(1) Evaluate whether the information 
collection is necessary for the proper 
performance of our agency’s functions, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our 
estimate of the burden of the 
information collection, including the 
validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, through use, as 
appropriate, of automated, electronic, 
mechanical, and other collection 
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technologies, e.g., permitting electronic 
submission of responses. 

Estimate of burden: The public 
reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average 
0.880251215 hours per response. 

Respondents: Importers, exporters, 
shippers, foreign animal health 
authorities, owner/operators of 
establishments (domestic and foreign) 
who handle restricted and controlled 
materials. 

Estimated annual number of 
respondents: 10,367. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses per respondent: 2.518857914. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses: 26,113. 

Estimated total annual burden on 
respondents: 22,986 hours. (Due to 
averaging, the total annual burden hours 
may not equal the product of the annual 
number of responses multiplied by the 
reporting burden per response.) All 
responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for OMB approval. All comments will 
also become a matter of public record. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 7th day of 
April 2008. 
Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–7755 Filed 4–10–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Boundary Establishment for Wildcat 
National Wild and Scenic River, White 
Mountain National Forest, Carroll 
County, New Hampshire State 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with Section 
3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, 
the USDA Forest Service, Washington 
Office, is transmitting the final 
boundary of the Wildcat National Wild 
and Scenic River to Congress. The Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act requires that each 
federally administered river in the 
National System have a legally 
established boundary. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The 
Wildcat Wild and Scenic River 
boundary is available for review at the 
following offices: USDA Forest Service, 
Wilderness & Wild and Scenic Rivers, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20024; USDA Forest 
Service Eastern Region, 626 East 
Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53202; and, White Mountain 

National Forest, 719 North Main Street, 
Laconia, New Hampshire 03246. A 
detailed legal description is available 
upon request. 

Additional information may be 
obtained by contacting Holly Jewkes, 
White Mountain National Forest, 33 
Kancamagus Highway, Conway, New 
Hampshire, (603)447–5448, or via 
e-mail at hjewkes@fs.fed.us. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, as amended, 
(Pub. L. 100–554 of October 1988) 
designated the Wildcat River, New 
Hampshire, as a National Wild and 
Scenic River, to be administered by the 
Secretary of Agriculture. As specified by 
law, the boundary will not be effective 
until ninety days after Congress receives 
the transmittal. 

Dated: April 3, 2008. 
Thomas G. Wagner, 
Forest Supervisor, White Mountain National 
Forest. 
[FR Doc. E8–7559 Filed 4–10–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Bend/Ft. Rock Ranger District; 
Deschutes National Forest; Oregon; 
EXF Thinning, Fuels Reduction, and 
Research Project EIS 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The USDA, Forest Service, 
will prepare an environmental impact 
statement (ETS) on a proposed action to 
address forest health and hazardous 
fuels concerns as well as facilitating 
research within the 3,535-acre planning 
area known as the Lookout Mountain 
Unit of the Pringle Falls Experimental 
Forest. The planning area is located 
about 30 miles southwest of Bend, 
Oregon; it is located in Township 20 
South, Range 9 East, and Township 21 
South, Range 9 East. The alternatives 
will include the proposed action, no 
action, and additional alternatives that 
respond to issues generated through the 
scoping process. The agency will give 
notice of the full environmental analysis 
and decision making process so 
interested and affected people may 
participate and contribute to the final 
decision. 
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis must be received by 30 
days following the date that this notice 
appears in the Federal Register. 
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Phil Cruz, District Ranger, Bend/Ft. 

Rock Ranger District, 1230 NE 3rd St., 
Suite A–262, Bend, OR 97701. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Beth 
Peer, Environmental Coordinator, Bend/ 
Ft. Rock Ranger District, 1230 NE 3 St., 
Suite A–262, Bend, Oregon, 97701, 
phone (541) 383–4769. E-mail 
bpeer@fs.fed.us. 

Responsible Official. The responsible 
official will be John Allen, Forest 
Supervisor, Deschutes National Forest, 
P.O. Box 1645 Hwy 20 East, Bend, OR 
97701. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Purpose 
and Need. Forest and scientific studies 
being conducted in the experimental 
forest are threatened by wildfire and 
forest health problems. This important 
site could be lost if stand densities are 
not reduced. 

The proposed action is needed to 
reduce stand density to lower 
susceptibility to catastrophic loss to 
insects, disease, or fire, as well as to 
protect the long-term studies and future 
research opportunities represented by 
the residual stand and create new stand 
structures as a requirement for the new 
studies. Treatment is needed to: 

• Reduce stand density and ground 
fuels in a buffer surrounding the Levels- 
of Growing-Stock Study and 
surrounding the Ponderosa Pine-Grand 
Fir Spacing Study to prevent loss from 
insects and wildfire. 

• Reduce stand density and ground 
fuels in stands belonging to ponderosa 
pine and mixed conifer plant 
associations dominated by ponderosa 
pine to maintain high growth rates and 
reduce susceptibility to insect 
infestation. 

• Reduce stand density and ground 
fuels in mixed conifer stands that 
include mountain hemlock to reduce 
the risk of wildfire moving downslope 
into ponderosa pine stands. 

• Provide operational scale research 
opportunities through a series of 
thinning and fuel reduction treatments 
applied across the landscape that 
facilitate studies of the interaction of 
climate change and vegetation 
dynamics, fire ecology of giant 
chinquapin, processes for converting 
even-aged stands to uneven-aged stands, 
and the effect of stand manipulation on 
wind patterns and wind residual tree 
blowdown. 

• Protect and enhance future research 
opportunities. 

The proposed activities provide a 
platform for a suite of new studies that 
address the Pacific Northwest (PNW) 
Research Station’s goals for climate 
change and vegetation dynamics 
research. Scientists at the PNW 
Research Station have identified 
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