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comparison data will help improve 
efforts to reduce scallop dredge bycatch. 

For all tows the entire sea scallop 
catch would be counted into baskets 
and weighed. One basket from each 
dredge would be randomly selected and 
the scallops would be measured in 5- 
milimeter increments to determine size 

selectivity. All finfish catch would be 
sorted by species and then counted and 
measured. Weight, sex, and 
reproductive state would be determined 
for a random subsample (n=10) of 
yellowtail, winter, and windowpane 
flounders. Lobsters would be measured, 

sexed, and evaluated for damage and 
shell disease. No catch would be 
retained for longer than needed to 
conduct sampling and no finfish or 
lobsters would be landed for sale. All 
catch estimates for the project are listed 
in Table 1, below. 

TABLE 1—COONAMESSETT FARM FOUNDATION GEORGES BANK SCALLOP RESEARCH PROJECT 

Common name Scientific name 
Estimated 

weight 
(lbs) * 

Estimated 
weight 

(kg) 

Sea Scallop .................................................................. Placopecten magellanicus ............................................ 19,300 8,754 
Yellowtail Flounder ....................................................... Limanda ferruginea ....................................................... 1,200 544 
Winter Flounder ............................................................ Pseudopleuronectes americanus ................................. 1,500 680 
Windowpane Flounder .................................................. Scophthalmus aquosus ................................................ 4,000 1,814 
Summer Flounder ......................................................... Paralichthys dentatus ................................................... 900 408 
Fourspot Flounder ........................................................ Paralichthys oblongus .................................................. 130 58 
American Plaice ............................................................ Hippoglossoides platessoides ...................................... 50 22 
Grey Sole ...................................................................... Glyptocephalus cynoglossus ........................................ 30 13 
Haddock ........................................................................ Melanogrammus aeglefinus ......................................... 70 31 
Atlantic Cod .................................................................. Gadus morhua .............................................................. 150 68 
Monkfish ....................................................................... Lophius americanus ..................................................... 6,000 2,721 
Spiny Dogfish ............................................................... Squalus acanthias ........................................................ 130 58 
Barndoor Skates ........................................................... Dipturus laevis .............................................................. 870 394 
NE Skate Complex (excluding barndoor skate) ........... Leucoraja erinacea, Leucoraja ocellata ....................... 80,000 36,287 
American lobster ........................................................... Homarus americanus ................................................... 3,000 1,360 

* Weights estimated using catch from a similar 2015 project. 

CFF needs these exemptions to allow 
them to conduct experimental dredge 
towing without being charged DAS, as 
well as to deploy gear in areas that are 
currently closed to scallop fishing. 
Participating vessels need crew size 
waivers to accommodate science 
personnel. Possession waivers would 
enable researchers to sample finfish and 
lobster catch that exceeds possession 
limits or prohibitions. The project 
would be exempt from the sea scallop 
observer program requirements because 
activities conducted on the trip are not 
consistent with normal fishing 
operations. The goal of the proposed 
work is to provide information on 
spatial and temporal patterns in bycatch 
rates in the scallop fishery, with the 
objective of identifying mechanisms to 
mitigate bycatch. The data collected 
would enhance understanding of 
groundfish bycatch and scallop yield as 
they relate to access and open area 
management. 

If approved, the applicant may 
request minor modifications and 
extensions to the EFP throughout the 
year. EFP modifications and extensions 
may be granted without further notice if 
they are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 
and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 

scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: May 11, 2017. 
Karen H. Abrams, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–09876 Filed 5–15–17; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
NMFS has received an application from 
Mr. Mark F. Strickland, Public Service 
Enterprise Group Inc. (PSEG) for an 
incidental take permit (permit), 
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) of 1973, as amended, for activities 
associated with the operation and 
decommissioning of Mercer Generating 
Station in Trenton, NJ. As required by 
the ESA, PSEG’s application includes a 
conservation plan designed to minimize 

and mitigate the impacts of any take of 
endangered or threatened species. The 
permit application is for the incidental 
take of ESA-listed Atlantic sturgeon 
(Acipenser oxyrinchus) and shortnose 
sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) 
associated with the withdrawal of 
cooling water from the Delaware River 
Estuary, the discharge of heat and other 
pollutants to the River associated with 
the operations of the facility, the 
transport of goods and materials to the 
station via barge or dredging necessary 
to support the Station’s coal/natural gas 
fired units’ operations, and the 
decommissioning of the coal/natural gas 
fired units. 

NMFS is furnishing this notice in 
order to allow other agencies and the 
public an opportunity to review and 
comment on this document. All 
comments received will become part of 
the public record and will be available 
for review. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received at the appropriate address or 
fax number (see ADDRESSES) on or before 
June 15, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: The application is available 
for download and review at http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/esa_
review.htm under the section heading 
ESA Section 10(a)(1)(B) Permits and 
Applications. The application is also 
available upon written request or by 
appointment in the following office: 
Endangered Species Conservation 
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Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13752, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8403; fax (301) 713–4060. 

You may submit comments, identified 
by NOAA–NMFS–2017–0036 by any of 
the following methods: 

• Electronic Submissions: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal. Go to 
www.regulations.gov/ 
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2017- 
0036 click the ‘‘Comment Now’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Fax: (301) 713–4060; Attn: Ron 
Dean or Lisa Manning. 

• Mail: Submit written comments to 
Endangered Species Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13535, Silver Spring, MD 20910; Attn: 
Ron Dean or Lisa Manning. 

Instructions: You must submit 
comments by one of the above methods 
to ensure that we receive, document, 
and consider them. Comments sent by 
any other method, to any other address 
or individual, or received after the end 
of the comment period may not be 
considered. All comments received are 
a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted for public viewing 
on http://www.regulations.gov without 
change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.) 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. We will accept 
anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/A’’ in 
the required fields if you wish to remain 
anonymous). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ron 
Dean or Lisa Manning, (301) 427–8403. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 9 
of the ESA and Federal regulations 
prohibit the ‘taking’ of a species listed 
as endangered or threatened. The ESA 
defines ‘‘take’’ to mean harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 
capture, or collect, or to attempt to 
engage in any such conduct. NMFS may 
issue permits, under limited 
circumstances to take listed species 
incidental to, and not the purpose of, 
otherwise lawful activities. Section 
10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA provides for 
authorizing incidental take of listed 
species. NMFS regulations governing 
permits for threatened and endangered 
species are promulgated at 50 CFR 
222.307. 

Background 

Pursuant to the ESA, NMFS reviewed 
in PSEG’s September 2016 draft 
Application, including the analytical 

methods for estimating potential takes. 
After PSEG announced its plans to retire 
two existing coal/natural gas fired units, 
they provided estimates of potential 
takes due to entrainment associated 
with the operation of service water 
pumps during the decommissioning 
period, and an analysis of the potential 
effects of vessel traffic associated with 
the removal of coal presently on-site at 
the plant. PSEG submitted an updated 
application on March 7, 2017. 

PSEG is requesting that this permit 
cover operations through the 
decommissioning of the coal/natural 
gas-fired units. The total duration of 
decommissioning is undetermined; 
however, PSEG expects to complete the 
decommissioning of the coal/natural gas 
fired units no later than March 1, 2022. 
The duration of the proposed permit is 
therefore 5 years. 

PSEG’s application addresses the 
Delaware River Estuary in the 
immediate vicinity of Mercer’s cooling 
water intake structure, including the 
circulating water pumps and the service 
water pumps, the areas potentially 
occupied by the station’s thermal 
discharge plume, other effluent waste 
streams, and vessel traffic associated 
with the removal of coal from the 
station during the pre-retirement and 
decommissioning Periods. The permit 
application is for the incidental take of 
ESA-listed Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser 
oxyrinchus) and shortnose sturgeon 
(Acipenser brevirostrum). 

For entrainment, during the pre- 
retirement period, ending on June 1, 
2017, PSEG proposes a take limit based 
on statistical models and historical data 
of 60 age-1 equivalent (i.e. pre- 
migratory) shortnose sturgeon and 13 
age-1 Atlantic sturgeon. The expected 
annual number of shortnose sturgeon 
entrained during the decommissioning 
period would be 0.8 and 0.9 age-1 
equivalents, and 2 shortnose sturgeon 
age-1 equivalents per year. Due to the 
fragile nature of fish in the yolk-sac 
larval life stage, it is anticipated that any 
entrained yolk-sac larvae are likely to 
die. 

For impingement, based on statistical 
models and historical data, PSEG 
proposes a pre-retirement period take 
limit of 13 Atlantic sturgeon and 13 
shortnose sturgeon. For the 
decommissioning period, no Atlantic or 
shortnose sturgeon are expected to be 
impinged because circulating water 
pumps will not be operating and no 
more than two service water pumps will 
operate. The velocity through the 
traveling water screens will therefore be 
well below 0.5 fps which is the 
generally accepted threshold velocity 
for impingement. No incidental take is 

expected from any of the other activities 
covered in the application. 

Conservation Plan 
Section 10 of the ESA specifies that 

no permit may be issued unless an 
applicant submits an adequate habitat 
conservation plan. The conservation 
plan prepared by PSEG describes 
measures designed to minimize and 
mitigate the impacts of any incidental 
takes of ESA-listed Atlantic and 
shortnose sturgeon. 

To avoid and minimize take of 
sturgeon during the pre-retirement 
period, PSEG proposes to only run 
Mercer’s circulating water pumps when 
the station is generating electricity, 
when cooling water is needed for other 
essential station operations, for 
incidental maintenance, or as required 
by a governmental agency or other 
entity. PSEG also proposes to run the 
minimum number of service water 
pumps required to support essential 
operations when possible. These 
measures are intended to avoid and 
minimize the incidental take of sturgeon 
due to entrainment or impingement by 
eliminating or reducing water 
withdrawals. 

PSEG also has modified traveling 
screens and a fish return. Sturgeon that 
encounter the traveling screens and 
become impinged will be transferred to 
the fish return sluice and transported in 
flowing water back to the Delaware 
River. During the pre-retirement period, 
PSEG proposes to operate each of the 
modified traveling screens continuously 
whenever they operate the associated 
circulating water pump. PSEG also 
proposes to implement an operating and 
maintenance plan for the modified 
traveling screens and fish return system 
to ensure that the system is operating 
properly to return sturgeon the River. 

During the decommissioning period, 
Mercer will not operate circulating 
water pumps, and will therefore avoid 
any take of sturgeon due to 
impingement and entrainment. Mercer 
plans to operate up to two service water 
pumps for equipment cooling and fire 
safety requirements during the 
decommissioning period, but the 
through-screen velocity of the traveling 
water screen is less than 0.1 fps, which 
is below the velocity generally accepted 
to not pose a risk of impingement. 

Funding required to support the 
implementation of this permit and its 
habitat conservation plan would be 
included as part of PSEG’s standard 
budgeting process for regulatory 
compliance. 

PSEG evaluated three alternatives: (1) 
Retrofitting the Station to operate with 
a closed cycle recirculating system 
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utilizing mechanical draft cooling 
towers; (2) installation of fine mesh 
screens and a fish return system; and (3) 
a ‘‘no action’’ alternative. The 
technologies considered have been 
previously evaluated by PSEG and have 
been shown to be impractical to 
implement at the station or 
disproportionately costly compared to 
any benefits realized, and were therefore 
rejected. PSEG’s plan to discontinue 
operation of the existing coal/natural 
gas-fired generating units is consistent 
with the No Action Alternative in that 
no take would occur after the units are 
decommissioned. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

This notice is provided pursuant to 
section 10(c) of the ESA and the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
regulations (40 CFR 1506.6). NMFS will 
evaluate the application, associated 
documents, and submitted comments to 
determine whether the application 
meets the requirements of the ESA 
section 10(a)(1)(B) permitting process. If 
it is determined that the requirements 
are met, a permit will be issued for 
incidental takes of ESA-listed Atlantic 
and shortnose sturgeon. 

The final permit determinations will 
not be completed until after the end of 
the 30-day comment period and will 
fully consider all public comments 
received during the comment period. 
NMFS will publish a record of its final 
action in the Federal Register. 

Dated: May 11, 2017. 
Angela Somma, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–09895 Filed 5–15–17; 8:45 am] 
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New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Habitat Committee to consider actions 
affecting New England fisheries in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 

be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 

DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Four Points by Sheraton, 1 Audubon 
Road, Wakefield, MA 01880; phone: 
(781) 245–9300. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The Habitat Committee will review 
public comments on the Deep-Sea Coral 
Amendment, and make any final 
recommendations to the Council 
regarding preferred approaches for coral 
management. A separate meeting notice 
describes the hearing locations and 
process for submitting comments. The 
Council plans to take final action on the 
amendment during their June 20–22 
meeting in Portland, ME. The 
Committee may draft comments on the 
potential environmental effects of 
offshore oil development on the Atlantic 
Outer Continental Shelf. Other business 
may be discussed as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
listed in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. Consistent with 16 
U.S.C. 1852, a copy of the recording is 
available upon request. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: May 10, 2017. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–09833 Filed 5–15–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Ad Hoc Community Advisory Board 
(CAB) will hold a two-day meeting that 
is open to the public. 
DATES: The CAB meeting will be begin 
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 10 a.m., and 
recess when business for the day is 
completed. It will continue at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 31, adjourning when 
business for the day is completed. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Sheraton Portland Airport Hotel, St. 
Helens Room, 8235 NE Airport Way, 
Portland, OR 97220. Telephone: (503) 
281–2500. 

Council address: Pacific Council, 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Jim Seger, Pacific Council; phone: (503) 
820–2416. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
primary purpose of the CAB meeting is 
to review an initial draft of the trawl 
catch share program review document 
and to develop, for recommendation to 
the Pacific Council, a prioritized list of 
issues that would be pursued following 
completion of the review process in 
November 2017 (follow-on actions). The 
Pacific Council is scheduled to 
prioritize possible follow-on actions at 
its June 2017 meeting, with the aim of 
developing a range of alternatives for 
each issue by November 2017. 

Although nonemergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during these 
meetings. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
The meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
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