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declaration under the Stafford Act and
for which the Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation has declared that the crop
may be destroyed by flooding (and only
flooding). No other manipulation is
allowed. If the crop is manipulated by
any means other than flooding, the
growing area would be considered a
baited area until all the grain is removed
at least 10 days prior to hunting.

Effective Date

This rule is effective upon publication
in the Federal Register. Section 12601
of subtitle F of Public Law 115-334
directs the Secretary of the Interior to
issue, within 30 days of enactment of
the law, this final rule. Therefore, under
these circumstances, we have
determined, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), that prior notice and
opportunity for public comment are
impracticable and unnecessary. We
have further determined, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3), that the Congressional
mandates imposed on the Department of
the Interior by the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 constitute
good cause to make this rule effective
upon publication.

Required Determinations

This rulemaking implements section
12601 of subtitle F of Public Law 115—
334. Issuance of this rule is a
nondiscretionary act for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Therefore, the
promulgation of this rule is not subject
to any other provision of statute or
regulation that applies to the issuance of
Federal rules. Accordingly, in issuing
this rule, the Service has not made and
is not required to make determinations
otherwise required by statute,
regulation, or Executive Order for the
promulgation of Federal rules.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 20

Exports, Hunting, Imports, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements,
Transportation, Wildlife.

Regulation Promulgation

Accordingly, part 20, subchapter B,
chapter I of title 50 of the Code of
Federal Regulations is amended as
follows:

PART 20—MIGRATORY BIRD
HUNTING

m 1. The authority citation for part 20
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq., and 16
U.S.C. 742aj.

m 2. Amend § 20.11 by redesignating
paragraphs (m) and (n) as paragraphs (o)
and (p), respectively, and adding new

paragraphs (m) and (n) to read as
follows:

§20.11 What terms do | need to
understand?

* * * * *

(m) Rice ratooning means the
agricultural practice of harvesting rice
by cutting the majority of the
aboveground portion of the rice plant
but leaving the roots and growing shoot
apices intact to allow the plant to
recover and produce a second crop
yield.

(n) Post-disaster flooding means the
destruction of a crop through flooding
in accordance with practices required
by the Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation for agricultural producers
to obtain crop insurance under the
Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1501 et seq.) on land on which a crop
was not harvestable due to a natural
disaster (including any hurricane,
storm, tornado, flood, high water, wind-
driven water, tidal wave, tsunami,
earthquake, volcanic eruption,
landslide, mudslide, drought, fire,
snowstorm, or other catastrophe that is
declared a major disaster by the
President in accordance with section
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5170)) in the crop year—

(1) In which the natural disaster
occurred; or

(2) Immediately preceding the crop
year in which the natural disaster
occurred.

* * * * *

m 3. Amend § 20.21 by revising
paragraph (i)(1)(i) to read as follows:

§20.21 What hunting methods are illegal?

* * * * *
(i) * *x %
(1) * % %

(i) Standing crops or flooded standing
crops (including aquatics); standing,
flooded, or manipulated natural
vegetation; flooded harvested croplands;
or lands or areas where seeds or grains
have been scattered solely as the result
of a normal agricultural planting,
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation,
rice ratooning, post-disaster flooding, or

normal soil stabilization practice;
* * * * *

Dated: July 23, 2019.
Karen Budd-Falen,

Deputy Solicitor for Parks and Wildlife,
Exercising the Authority of the Assistant
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

[FR Doc. 2019-16629 Filed 8-7-19; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
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Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for dusky rockfish in the West
Yakutat District of the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2019 total
allowable catch of dusky rockfish in the
West Yakutat District of the GOA.
DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), August 5, 2019,
through 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Whitney, 907-586—-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2019 total allowable catch (TAC)
of dusky rockfish in the West Yakutat
District of the GOA is 95 metric tons
(mt) as established by the final 2019 and
2020 harvest specifications for
groundfish of the (84 FR 9416, March
14, 2019).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2019 TAC of dusky
rockfish in the West Yakutat District of
the GOA will soon be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 90 mt, and is setting aside
the remaining 5 mt as bycatch to
support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
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Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for dusky rockfish in
the West Yakutat District of the GOA.
While this closure is effective the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the prohibition of directed fishing
for dusky rockfish in the West Yakutat
District of the GOA. NMFS was unable
to publish a notice providing time for
public comment because the most
recent, relevant data only became
available as of August 2, 2019.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 5, 2019.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-16982 Filed 8-5-19; 4:15 pm]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 180831813-9170-02]
RIN 0648-XH070

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the West Yakutat District of the Gulf
of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
West Yakutat District of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 2019 total
allowable catch of Pacific ocean perch
in the West Yakutat District of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), August 5, 2019,
through 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Whitney, 907-586—-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR parts 600 and 679.

The 2019 total allowable catch (TAC)
of Pacific ocean perch in the West
Yakutat District of the GOA is 3,296
metric tons (mt) as established by the
final 2019 and 2020 harvest
specifications for groundfish of the (84
FR 9416, March 14, 2019).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2019 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch in the West Yakutat District

of the GOA will soon be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 3,196 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 100 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the West Yakutat District of the GOA.
While this closure is effective the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the closure of directed fishing for
Pacific ocean perch in the West Yakutat
District of the GOA. NMFS was unable
to publish a notice providing time for
public comment because the most
recent, relevant data only became
available as of August 2, 2019.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 5, 2019.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-16985 Filed 8-5-19; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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