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levels at a particular venue to be
excessive, or rebate opportunities
available at other venues to be more
favorable. In such an environment, the
Exchange must continually adjust its
fees to remain competitive with other
exchanges and with alternative trading
systems that have been exempted from
compliance with the statutory standards
applicable to exchanges. Because
competitors are free to modify their own
fees in response, and because market
participants may readily adjust their
order routing practices, the Exchange
believes that the degree to which fee
changes in this market may impose any
burden on competition is extremely
limited.

The proposed restated schedule of
credits and charges is reflective of this
competition because, as a threshold
issue, the Exchange is a relatively small
market so its ability to burden
intermarket competition is limited. In
this regard, even the largest U.S.
equities exchange by volume has less
than 20% market share, which in most
markets could hardly be categorized as
having enough market power to burden
competition. Moreover, as noted above,
price competition between exchanges is
fierce, with liquidity and market share
moving freely between exchanges in
reaction to fee and credit changes. This
is in addition to free flow of order flow
to and among off-exchange venues
which comprised more than 37% of
industry volume for the month of July
2019.

The Exchange intends for the
proposed changes to its schedule of fees
and credits, in the aggregate, to increase
member incentives to engage in the
removal and addition of liquidity on the
Exchange. Similarly, the Exchange
intends for its proposal to amend its
QMM Program to increase incentives for
members to improve the market by
quoting at the NBBO meaningfully in a
large number of securities and by
adding a significant amount of liquidity.
These changes are procompetitive and
reflective of the Exchange’s efforts to
make it an attractive and vibrant venue
to market participants.

In sum, if the changes proposed
herein are unattractive to market
participants, it is likely that the
Exchange will lose market share as a
result. Accordingly, the Exchange does
not believe that the proposed changes
will impair the ability of members or
competing order execution venues to
maintain their competitive standing in
the financial markets.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act.13

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is: (i) Necessary or appropriate in
the public interest; (ii) for the protection
of investors; or (iii) otherwise in
furtherance of the purposes of the Act.
If the Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
should be approved or disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

¢ Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
BX-2019-045 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

¢ Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.
All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-BX-2019-045. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than

1315 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).

those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change.
Persons submitting comments are
cautioned that we do not redact or edit
personal identifying information from
comment submissions. You should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. All
submissions should refer to File
Number SR-BX-2019-045 and should
be submitted on or before January 10,
2020.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.14

J. Matthew DeLesDernier,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2019-27456 Filed 12—-19-19; 8:45 am]
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Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),? and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,2
notice is hereby given that on December
12, 2019, Nasdaq GEMX, LLC (“GEMX”
or “Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC” or
“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I and II,
below, which Items have been prepared
by the Exchange. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend
Options 3, Section 3 (Minimum Trading

1417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.
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Increments) to extend through June 30,
2020 or the date of permanent approval,
if earlier, the Penny Pilot Program in
options classes in certain issues (“Penny
Pilot” or “Pilot”).

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s website at
http://nasdaqgemx.cchwallstreet.com/,
at the principal office of the Exchange,
and at the Commission’s Public
Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The purpose of this filing is to amend
Options 3, Section 3 to extend the
Penny Pilot through June 30, 2020 or the
date of permanent approval, if earlier.3

Under the Penny Pilot, the minimum
price variation for all participating
options classes, except for options
overlying the PowerShares QQQ Trust
(“QQNQQ"), the SPDR S&P 500 Exchange
Traded Fund (“SPY”’) and the iShares
Russell 2000 Index Fund (“ITWM”), is
$0.01 for all quotations in options series
that are quoted at less than $3 per
contract and $0.05 for all quotations in
options series that are quoted at $3 per
contract or greater. Options overlying
QQQQ, SPY and IWM are quoted in
$0.01 increments for all options series.
The Penny Pilot is currently scheduled
to expire on December 31, 2019.4 The
Exchange now proposes to extend the
time period of the Penny Pilot through
June 30, 2020 or the date of permanent
approval, if earlier.

This filing does not propose any
substantive changes to the Penny Pilot
Program; all classes currently

3 The options exchanges in the U.S. that have
pilot programs similar to the Penny Pilot (together
“pilot programs”) are currently working on a
proposal for permanent approval of the respective
pilot programs.

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 86149
(June 19, 2019), 84 FR 29905 (June 25, 2019) (SR—
GEMX-2019-07).

participating in the Penny Pilot will
remain the same and all minimum
increments will remain unchanged. The
Exchange believes the benefits to public
customers and other market participants
who will be able to express their true
prices to buy and sell options have been
demonstrated to outweigh the potential
increase in quote traffic.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,® in general, and furthers the
objectives of Section 6(b)(5) of the Act,®
in particular, in that it is designed to
prevent fraudulent and manipulative
acts and practices, to promote just and
equitable principles of trade, to foster
cooperation and coordination with
persons engaged in facilitating
transactions in securities, and to remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest.

In particular, the proposed rule
change, which extends the Penny Pilot
for an additional six months through
June 30, 2020 or the date of permanent
approval, if earlier, will enable public
customers and other market participants
to express their true prices to buy and
sell options for the benefit of all market
participants. This is consistent with the
Act.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. To the
contrary, this proposal is pro-
competitive because it allows Penny
Pilot issues to continue trading on the
Exchange.

Moreover, the Exchange believes that
the proposed rule change will allow for
further analysis of the Pilot and a
determination of how the Pilot should
be structured in the future; and will
serve to promote regulatory clarity and
consistency, thereby reducing burdens
on the marketplace and facilitating
investor protection.

The Pilot is an industry-wide
initiative supported by all other option
exchanges. The Exchange believes that
extending the Pilot will allow for
continued competition between market
participants on the Exchange trading
similar products as their counterparts
on other exchanges, while at the same

515 U.S.C. 78f(b).
615 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

time allowing the Exchange to continue
to compete for order flow with other
exchanges in option issues trading as
part of the Pilot.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The Exchange filed the proposed rule
change pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)
of the Act7 and Rule 19b—4(f)(6) 8
thereunder. Because the foregoing
proposed rule change does not: (i)
Significantly affect the protection of
investors or the public interest; (ii)
impose any significant burden on
competition; and (iii) become operative
for 30 days from the date on which it
was filed, or such shorter time as the
Commission may designate, it has
become effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A) of the Act® and Rule 19b—
4(f)(6) 10 thereunder.

A proposed rule changed filed under
Rule 19b—4(f)(6) 1* normally does not
become operative prior to 30 days after
the date of filing. However, pursuant to
Rule 19b—4(f)(6),22 the Commission may
designate a shorter time if such action
is consistent with the protection of
investors and the public interest. The
Exchange has asked the Commission to
waive the 30-day operative delay so that
the proposal may become operative
immediately upon filing. The
Commission believes that waiving the
30-day operative delay is consistent
with the protection of investors and the
public interest because doing so will
allow the Pilot Program to continue
without interruption in a manner that is
consistent with the Commission’s prior
approval of the extension and expansion
of the Pilot Program.?3 Accordingly, the
Commission designates the proposed

715 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).

817 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).

915 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).

1017 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6). In addition, Rule 19b—
4(f)(6) requires a self-regulatory organization to give
the Commission written notice of its intent to file
the proposed rule change at least five business days
prior to the date of filing of the proposed rule
change or just shorter time as designated by the
Commission. The Exchange has satisfied this
requirement.

1117 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).

1217 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6)(iii).

13 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 61061
(November 24, 2009), 74 FR 62857 (December 1,
2009) (SR-NYSEArca—-2009-44)
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rule change as operative upon filing
with the Commission.14

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of the proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
should be approved or disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

¢ Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
GEMX-2019-19 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-GEMX-2019-19. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml).

Copies of the submission, all
subsequent amendments, all written
statements with respect to the proposed
rule change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of

14For purposes only of waiving the operative
delay for this proposal, the Commission has
considered the proposed rule’s impact on
efficiency, competition, and capital formation. See
15 U.S.C. 78c(f).

10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change.
Persons submitting comments are
cautioned that we do not redact or edit
personal identifying information from
comment submissions. You should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. All
submissions should refer to File
Number SR-GEMX-2019-19 and
should be submitted on or before
January 10, 2020.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1s

J. Matthew DeLesDernier,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2019-27449 Filed 12-19-19; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: Securities and Exchange
Commission (“Commission’).
ACTION: Notice.

Notice of application for an order
under sections 17(d) and 57(i) of the
Investment Company Act of 1940 (the
“Act”) and rule 17d—1 under the Act to
permit certain joint transactions
otherwise prohibited by sections 17(d)
and 57(a)(4) of the Act and rule 17d-1
under the Act.

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION: Applicants
request an order to permit certain
business development companies
(“BDCs”’) and closed-end management
investment companies to co-invest in
portfolio companies with each other and
with certain affiliated investment funds
and accounts.

APPLICANTS: Prospect Capital
Corporation (“PSEC”), Priority Income
Fund, Inc. (“PRIS”), TP Flexible Income
Fund, Inc. (“FLEX”), Prospect Capital
Funding LLC (“PSEC SPV Sub”’),
National Property REIT Corp. (“PSEC
REIT Sub”’), Prospect Capital
Management L.P. (“PCM”), Priority
Senior Secured Income Management,
LLC (“PRISM”); and Prospect Flexible
Income Management, LLC (“PFIM,” and
together with PCM and PRISM, the
“Existing Advisers”).

1517 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

FILING DATES: The application was filed
on November 16, 2018, and amended on
May 31, 2019, August 26, 2019, and
December 2, 2019.

HEARING OR NOTIFICATION OF HEARING:
An order granting the requested relief
will be issued unless the Commission
orders a hearing. Interested persons may
request a hearing by writing to the
Commission’s Secretary and serving
applicants with a copy of the request,
personally or by mail. Hearing requests
should be received by the Commission
by 5:30 p.m. on January 10, 2020, and
should be accompanied by proof of
service on applicants, in the form of an
affidavit or, for lawyers, a certificate of
service. Pursuant to rule 0-5 under the
Act, hearing requests should state the
nature of the writer’s interest, any facts
bearing upon the desirability of a
hearing on the matter, the reason for the
request, and the issues contested.
Persons who wish to be notified of a
hearing may request notification by
writing to the Commission’s Secretary.
ADDRESSES: Secretary, U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, 100 F Street
NE, Washington, DC 20549-1090.
Applicants: 10 East 40th Street, 42nd
Floor, New York, NY 10016.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jean
E. Minarick, Senior Counsel, at (202)
551-6811 or Kaitlin C. Bottock, Branch
Chief, at (202) 551-6825 (Division of
Investment Management, Chief
Counsel’s Office).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following is a summary of the
application. The complete application
may be obtained via the Commission’s
website by searching for the file
number, or for an applicant using the
Company name box, at http://
www.sec.gov/search/search.htm or by
calling (202) 551-8090.

Introduction

1. The applicants request an order of
the Commission under sections 17(d)
and 57(i) and rule 17d—1 thereunder
(the “Order”) to permit, subject to the
terms and conditions set forth in the
application (the “Conditions”), a
Regulated Fund * and one or more other

1“Regulated Funds” means PSEC, PRIS, FLEX,
the Future Regulated Funds and the BDC
Downstream Funds (defined below). “Future
Regulated Fund” means a closed-end management
investment company (a) that is registered under the
Act or has elected to be regulated as a BDC, (b)
whose investment adviser (and sub-adviser, if any)
is an Adviser, and (c) that intends to participate in
the Co-investment Program.

“Adviser” means the Existing Advisers, together
with any future investment adviser that (i) controls,
is controlled by, or is under common control with
PCM, (ii) (a) is registered as an investment adviser
under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940

Continued
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